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THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

1. Report on a System of Public Elemenlary Instruction
Jor Upper Canada. Montreal, 1847.

2. Special Report of the Measures which have been adopled
Jor the Estoblishment of @ Normal School; and for

carrying inlo ¢ffect generally the Common School Act;

(Jor U. C.y of Yth Victoria, cap. 20; with an Appendic.
- Montreal, 1847. )

3. Annual Report of Common S:chools for Upper Canada
Jor 1847, Montreal, 1847. Ty the Rev. Dr. Rykersox,
Chief Superintendent of Schools for Upper Canada.

4. Letters on Elementary and Practical Education. To
whick is added a French Translation. Montreal, 1841.
By CuarLes MoxpiLeT, Esq. I

5, Annual Reports of Common Schools for Lower Canada
Jor 1845 and 1846. Montreal, 1847.- By Dr. J. B.
MerLLEuR, Chief Superintendent of Education, Lower
Canada. - )

-In resuming the thread of our desultory ohservations
on. the vitally important subject embraced by the above
public documents, we owe an apology to our readers for
the heavy tax already imposed upon. their patient indul-
gence in‘our last article ; but it so happened that while
we felt the necessity of immediate action, our state of
health incapacitated us from taking a more clear and
elaborate, as well as more concise view of our subject;
and ‘we fear that the same excuse will have to be urged
in behalf of our present remarks; ‘which, on that ac-
count,. but for the necessity of the timely redemption of
our promise, we should have preferred postponing till a
later occasion. 'We shall endeavour, however, to be as
brief as possible; and, should we prove unsueccessful,

merits of a most momentous, yet ill-appreciated subject,
to the support of which a simple, straight-forward state-
ment of facts, will ever prove far more conducive, than
the display of” even the most brilliant talents; and to
the former of whicl alone we presume to lay any claim.

It will be in the recollection of our readers, that we
I stated in the outset of our last article, as a remarkable
"fact, that the first really decisive step in behalf of the
education of the people of Upper Canada, through the
medivin of Common schools, was taken by the first re-
united parliament, in 1841, It is equally remarkab!
that the same may be said to have been the case with
regard to the Lower province also; for though an appa-
rently most auspicious movement towards what might
he considered the counterpart of the ill-fated Roysl
Grammar Schools of Upper Canada, took place so for
back as 1801, in the passing of an act for « the estah-
lishment of free schools, and the advancement of learning,
ou a royal foundation,” under the imposing name of
¢ The Royal Institution ;” no effort in behall of far
more necessary common schools was made till so late as
1824, when an act was at last passed, “to fucilitale
the establishment and endowment of elementary schools
in the different parishes of the province.” . But instead
of these two enactments being harmeonizing branches’ of
one well organised educational system, they were alto--
gether independent of each other, and were, therefore,
never productive of the heped for beneficial results j'and
such, it may be stated; was also the fate of the appa-
rently promising Normal school bill of 1832; and all
arising, it might be inferred, from the same latent cause
as the failure in Upper Canada, namely, in the begin.:
ning having been made at the wrong end. ‘
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In proof of this uncomplimentary remark bebyg bat

we trast it will be charitably ascribed, more to the fear

too well founded, it is sufficient to remyind owr readers



