
2 USE OF ANTITOXIN IN THE TREATMENT OF DIPHTHERIA.

but enough reports have come in to enablé one to see what opinion
was held on the 1st of May, 1896, by American physicians who have
used this renedv.

The circular letter asked for information upon the following points:
Age, previous condition, duration of disease when the first injection
was made, the nuinber of injections, the extent of the membrane-
tonsils, nose, pharynx, and larynx, whether or not the diagnosis 'was
confirmued by culture, complications or sequelo, viz., pneumonia, neph-
risis, sepsis, paralysis; the result, and remarks, including other treat-
ment einployed, the preparation of antitoxin used, and general
impression drawvn from the cases.

Reports were returned fron 615 different physicians, with 3,628
cases. Of these, 244 cases have been excluded from our statistical
tables. These were cases in whieh the disease was said to have been
confined to the tonsils and the diagnosis not confirned by culture,
and therefore open to question. A few cases were reported in such
doubtful ternis as to leave the diagnosis uncertain. The figures here-
with given are therefore made up from cases in which the diagnosis
was confiried by culture (embracing about two-thirds of the wvhole
number) and others giving pretty clear evidence of diphtheria, either
in the fact that they had been contracted from other undoubted cases,
or where the membrane had invaded other parts besides the tonsils,
such as the palate, pharynx, nose, or larynx. It is possible that
amnong the latter we have admitted soine streptococcus cases, but the
nunber of such is certainly very small.

There are left, then, of these cases, 3,384 for analysis. These have
been observed in the practice of 613 physicians from 114 cities and
towns, in fifteen different states, the District of Columbia and the
Dominion of Canada.

In the general opinion of the reporters the type of diphtheria
during the past year has not differed inaterially froni that seen in

previous years, so thiat it lias heen average diphtheria which has been
treated. If there is any difference in the severity of the cases in-
eluded in these reports from those of average dipltheria, it is that
they embrace a rather larger proportion of very bad cases than are
usually brought together in statistics. The cases according to the
extent of the membrane, are grouped as follows: In 593 the tonsils
alone were involved. In 1397 the tonsils and pharynx, the tonsils
anîd nose, the pharynx and nose, or all three were afflected. In 1256
cases the larynx was affected either alone or with the tonsils, pharynx,
and nose, one or all. Iln manv instances the statement is macle by
the reporters that the scrum was resorted to only when the condition
(f the patient lad become alarnuingly worse under ordinary methods


