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derived froin the denusdation of the clialk Iild of the nieiglbouring cretaeèous
districts. They aî'pear to have attr;icîed more than ordinary attention, varlou8
notices of themn lavîng beeu published by Mr. Stowc of Brieki'ghani, (to whoni the
Institute is iiudobtedl for the spcesforwarded througli Dr. (lihb,) the
Reverend S. G. Osýboriie, aud others; but cotucr(tionatry liotdie o! a more ¶4e8s

slmilar nature, are Weil knowul to b' of co:uiuouo1 occ(urrlenlce, anal frequel~ to
present imitative formas of a vcry var!vdnbretr Ar poitited ott on their first
discovery, by the Rovcreiid l>rofessna edwik the terni Il foarail regetable ro-
mains," applied to these concretions. is nltoeete a iniîsuonier; aithough the
original perishable ntuclei. airound whiclb the calcarecinq deposition took place-
supposing a nucleus bo have been ler.eseut at iill-nay ve.r *v possoblv. tholi Dot
necessarily, bave been fucoitial. We quote thie fol~igpassage fromn Dr.
Gibb's cotnmtiicaiffou, forwarded wvith the tapecimen.4 inqu ti :- b
presence of fossil infugonsa seeni iii theant tpecittiens, 'boes iiot ticcessarily prove
them to ho orgalice or muarie, because wva know ývery well that sncb bodie nmay
bave beconie incorporateal or iintroduiceà froai wvithout, dijringL,*the formnation of
the bed of clay front the de»bis of the chalk and other rocks. Tint snicb may be
the case, t think there î*ainot he nny dlotibt, and 1 ani supported ini thi% view by mny
friends Mr. J. W. Salter, MIr. T. Rupert Jouies, and others. Mr Salter, moreoiver'
thinks snch coucretions are the coiiiuinest things in nature, and sncb as inigh t ho
expectcd iii argillaceous iuatterg v tiing carbonate of limne. Tbey have
asaumed s flattvined aud couipre.ssed forin, owincg probably to p.ressure from the
surface above. 1 atin free to aidmit. iovver. that the niaterial foruiig these
concretious, inay have beconie deposited atouind some marine vegetable romains,
in conseqnence of the rathier nusual forma u ssunied. In beda of dlay eniployed
for econiomie purposes, hiumtrone cotteretiouip, !assuming varions4 formaF, mostly
rounded, are very frequemîtlv lourdt by the worknîcen, os;.ecially wben tbe clay
contvins niuch ca'careous nitter The workmien calI thent "race," and they
consist of' quartz-siid, isc inore or losq %iec-oiuposed feispar, peroxide of iron,
and s large proportion of cadeireous particlee.t The greater part, if îlot the whole
of the latter, Mr. C H.- Soî'bv, believes to bave been dcrived froin the chailk; for
nuinerou.s cbaracteisic fraigmnts of the Eoraiiif<ru, of whxich that deposit is
almost cnitirely coniaposcd, are found in it. Ile thnk nc oucr,ýtioins arte foricd
frou> a m)ixture of chalk tl,.(] fiue clay, and that they bave becomie consolidated by
the action of carboii water. Sncb, 1 couiceive wonild lie aln un explanatlion of
the epeciienis fromn Tingcwetick. îvitb the possible exception of a foriti or shape
constituting a nlu.

COAT. FII'L3S OF KF.YTUCKY.

The folloiiug renîiarks on the coal deposits of Kecntucky, are extracted from! the

*We may mientionj here, thiat %ve liave rcontly plan d in thme collection or the Caiiadian
Instittute. sonie pernliar, silicions concretions, (Ititliertta, ae lwlieve, unnoticsl.) froin the
Black River Liniestone of Lake St. John, near the Indiait Village of Rauma, iiorthi-cast of
Lake Simacotr, in Caitada W1est. Soute of tlhes-e strikaifly rem.bottes of varions kinds ;
and they prc-seut munrcoa'er, ant initernai cavity, often litiet with a driise of minute quartz
cryutals. T heir rm rcinr ltaravter is, linwover, qiiti- evideýnt.. One of the specinîcens
obtaincd, (e:.bibits <oit is sortace a strongly marked inai prvesioi of the flat valve or aut Orthis
-probably 0. testitzoljuaria, or O. co IUs t iny also lio iaentioned iu connection with
this subjert, that the Palicotrorhis of Emimons, a supposePd fossil coral, bas latcly been
ilhewn by Prufiesmor Hall, Io bc merely a conetinary structure. E. J. C.
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