
M~EXICO, UIER NEEDS AND OUR DUTY. [ad

ary declaration. By thle traditions of the past and the necessities of the
prescrnt we are more closely bound to Mexico, than to, any other Ainerican
nation., and ive owe to, lier on niany counts a pure faith and a Bible for ail.

A puie faith for a corrupt-tliis is Mexico's need. Clirist's Christian-
ity was iiot brouiglt bere wlien tbe pious soldiers of Cortez subdued. the
]and in " the bioly war" of 15201, and bis pricsts baptized four' million peo-
ple in a few years, one inaîi haptizing about five thousand, in one day, and
,lot desistingr unitil lie %vas unable longer to lift bis hands. Thei effeet wvas
inevitable. "The introduction of tle IRomnan religion," declared Hum-
boldt, " liad no other effeet upon the Mexicans than to substitute new cere-
inonies and syinbols for the rites of a sanguinary worship. Dogna bias
not succeeded dogmna, but only ceremony to, cereinony." On such, a church
feastcd a corrupt and crafty priestbood, the support and product of the
tyraunical political systemn whichi Iasted froîn Cortez's conquest for tbree
centuries. Ina tbe struggle for freedoni froin the ecclesiastical boiidago
wvhicli lasted even after the yoke of Spanish autbority. lIad becîx thrown off,
Serior Lerdo conipiled, in 1850, as Minister of Publie Works, a stateinelit
of the wvealth of the Mexican liierarchy, sbowingr that it owned 861 estates
of the value of $71,000,000, and 2-2,000 city lots valued at $l11,,ooo,ooo.
This %vas but a partial revelation. The ycarly income of the priests was
estinnated at l-,25,000,000, wbule the wlîole banking business, boans and

motags vas in tlheir bauds, anid a ban1krupt governiment, was lielp"ess;
before thenii. 0f nearly hiaif the property in fthe City of Mexiro the arcl-
bisbiop was tbe virtual owner. Thli Cliurchl possessed wealtlî in other
forins. Thirce bejcwelled petticoats of the Virýgîn of Riedios, a fig-
ure of the Virgîn Mary, in. the Cathiedral of Puebla," were believed to be
'worth $3,000,000. The profiigacy and corruption consequent upon tliis
-wcalth wcre fcarful. Twel,,e bisliops iii 1Î9.3 biad au incoine of $539,00.

In this luxu-ry and weahth M1exicaiis liad but little share. Thei priest-
Iîood %vas a Spanisli incubus, -%orkiugi ever toward the subjection of thie
native peoples and the maintenance of Enropean control. Fromn the begin-
nîngr the Aztec lhad no part in it, ýand at the end of its supremnacy it wvas
alien to the people wlioi it bad oppresscd. It wvas a heay-y oppression
There ivcre at one tinme more than fifty nionasteries and convents in Mx
ico City alone. lRubertson says : 'tuI the year 1644 the City of Mexico,
prcsented a petition to the King of Spain, praying that no new monastery
be founded, and thiat the revenue of thos,; already established nuighit be
circuinscribed, othcrwisc the religious bouses wouldl soon acquire the pi.op-
erty of the whole country." In Mexico, City the înonastery of San Fran-
cisco, covered four large bloeks, wvbiIc at San Luis l'otosi wvas another
nearly as large, many of its wvalls stili standing, six or cighit foot tbick.
On one corner of flic property is now a ]Presbyterian churcb, while in Mexi-
co City thep Metlîodist cbutrclb and p)rinting establishîment occupy a part of
the great inonastery-tie greatest, in tlîe .New Wlorld, and peopled at tlue
time of its confisqca«tion by fourteen nionks! Tbe hcavy wvalls of niany of
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