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Is Christianity a Spent Force?
Bishop Huntington of Central New
York preached some time ago to the
students of Cornell University on the
text, *¢ Ye are thelight of the world.”
‘We append his closing touching par-
agraph :

¢ You must be strack with dismay, as Iam, at
the growth of great iniquities, the recklessness
of material ambition, the rivalries of gain, the
excess of pleasure, the terrible prevalence of in-
temperance and lust, the prostitution of law, the
abuses of the press, the frightful disproportion
of waste and charity in wealth, Where, my
Urother students, do we take our place? On
which side do our uncompromising will and our
unflinching courage and our cheerful self-sacri-
fice tell ¢ We cannot throw up the contest with
any despairing excuse that our cause has lost its
leador or its nerve. Test it whero the night has
lasted longest. On the Dark Countinent, within
less time than it takes you to complote your uni-
versity course, three pillars of holy fire have
opened pathways for the fect of the Lord into the
deserts. AsItook my text Ilaid down a famous
blography—that of an intellectual English girl,
passing in her early years with honor the most
advanced mathematical examinations by the pa-
pers of Oxford and Cambridge, rapidly master-
ing many sciences and many lapguages ; atypo
of our eager modern culture, too, in this, that
while these conquests for awhilo satisfied her
mind, they left her heart bhungry with unbe-
lief ; yet gradually, rationally confronting allthe
problems falrly on cither side, she roseto aclear
vislon of the truth as it is in Chtist crucified and
risen, brought ier splendid loarning an offering

at His altar, and in South Africa, with the heroic
love of a missionary to the patives, dicd ¢ inthe
confidence of 2a certain faith.,”  Far northward,
a volunteer of the Cross from Scotland, vigorous
in every attribute of manliness, makes his olita-
ry way into tho hiding-places of that Ethioplan
idolatry with the burden of its salvation on his
conscience, and now the kingdem of heaven is
Frcssh:g inafter him to scck two hundred mil-
on souls. Just before he died alone there, ke
wrote in his journal, * My Jesus, my King, my
Lifc, my All! Accept me, and grant that beforo
this year ends I may finish iy task!® Laler
still, all over England, on a w2ck-day morning,
throngs of worshipers of every class, from tho
university and tho palace to the digger in the
cround, gave humble and hearty thanks to God
or their grandest soldier, dead, who inthose far
quasters of the carth fought, commanded, suffer-
ed. praycd, and made peace, in ti.e namce of tho
Lord of hosts. Theso are not signs, my friends,
of a spent force, a decaying worship, or an
cclipsed faith.™
In theaddress of Bishop Taylor be-
fore the Methodist Conference, he
SQys:

*¢Why not work under tho missionary com-
mitteo ?° you will ask My mcthiods are so di-
verse (rom theirs  t thetwo can't be mixed up
in the same office .. 3 more than can a coal yard
and a milliner's shop. Iam {nformed on high
official authorily that my mectliods are wrong,
and that I am ceceived and decetving tho people.
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They would not, could not, he responsible for
what tl{;y consider my idiosyncracies., What
then ? Why, down with the brakes! So, fn.
stead of freedom at the front, to be led by the
God of missions, I would beunder the commang
of good men nine thousand miles in the rear.”
‘¢ Courteously and strongly said!
Maria, Theresa lost Silesia and the
seven years’ war by thinking to man.
age armies in the field from Vienna,
Bishop Taylor evidently thinks a
missionary army in Africa cannot be
directed at New York by good men
9,000 miles in the rear. It has alook
that way."—Christian at Work.

The Missionary Language,

THE rapidity with which the Eng-
lish tongue is becoming the com-
mon language of the commercial,
learned and religious world is note-
worthy. Providence is making it
apparent that, as the English-speak-
ing nations are to take the lead and
be the chief factors in commercial
supremacy and in the evangelization
of the world, sothe Eng]ish%anguage
is to be the vehicle of thought and
civilization—in other words is to be.
come the Missionary Language of
this globe.—J.M.S.

Tho fact that at the recent National Cone
gress in India all the sﬁccches and proceedings
were in English i8 a striking illustration of the
wide diffusion of that tongue. There wers
gathered at Madras seven hundred delegates
from all parls of India, Afghanistan, Nepaul,
and Scinde. They spoke nine different lan-

uages, and the English was tho only medimm

hrough which tho proceedings coultf e satis-
factorily conducted. Great Britain's colonial
enterprises have been probally the largest
factor in spreading a knowledgo of English, It
is found alsothatin countrieslike Java, whers
Great Britain has no control, the knowledge of
English is steadily growing. Not long sgo the
French language was the medium invarisdly
cmployed in all international conferences. Atthe
Iast Berlin conference, however, English and
German, as well as French, were employed. The
other leading languages of Burope have grade:
ally been insisting on recognition on an egual
fooling with French in thelr proper domain, It
was Mr. Canniog who led the way when at te
foreign office he ordered that certain correspond-
oncg, hith rto writen in French, shonld be sest
in English. **The timo will enii " sald B
marck in 1883, ** when Iintenc wo haveal
dispatches written in German, and whenl

find means to make them understood even i2
France." o kept his word, and Loth the Bog:
lish and German tongues have profited by te
consideruble decline of French as the interse
tional Janguage of diplomacy and polite sociky.
—New York Sun.

THE universulity of the movement
which originated and accomplished
thegreatLondon Conferenceisshown
by the fact, that, while the entire
revenue of all Protestant missionsis

rather less than $12,500,000 per an-
num, thesocielies taking part inthe
Confercuce have an aggregste a-
nual income of fully $10,000.00%




