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ver loiteringy." Tfle great work of making knowa to, the multitude the
trutVhs of the gospel, Ilfilled bis eye, his heart, bis biand." Though ex-
hausted, hutngry, and thirsty, yet lie eagerly seizes upon a fragment of time
to save the soul of the poor degraded Nvoman of Samaria. Find him, where
wve will, we neyer flnd hiin seeking repose, or allowing a single ,)zomene
to pass unimproved; but bis 'first care, always is to give some instruction,
suited to the, tinte and occasion. R1e wàs so fuit of cagerness to hasten on.
this îvork, that lie seemed impatient at the tardy advance of the traitor,
andi quickcned his steps in those memorable words IlWhat thou doest do

qîky"The soldiers have not to hasten bim to the place of execution.
No: lie mak-es haste to the cross. H1e appears '.- do every tbing ;n his,
power, to prevent any d1elay in the work of redeeming love. Ali! should
flot bis exaniple of eatrnestness in this Nwork, cause our cheeks to redden
ivith the blushl of shamne? Do you say that this example of intense zeal in
savingy thc souls of sinners, slmould flot, as fair as it is in your power, be im.-
itated by you ? If you thus viewv bis example of earnestness, in advanc-
ing the cause of truth, -and allow it to have no influence on your actions,
is it possible that you can particip"-te ia the benefits of this sacrifice ?-
tend, what; the Saviour himself says in reference to this: IlBe ye perfr ct,

even as your flîther ivhich is in hieaven is perfect."
'fic angelie bosts tippear to covet thc privilegte of being engaged ini this

eontcst. Wlien commissiorîed to hcrald the glad tidîngs, to the shepherds
of -Bethlehcm, how joyfuhly do thcy disebarge the task. Had thiey been
commnissioncd to proclaimn Uhe gospel to ail the dwellers upon the earth,
wouldl they have allowed any time to elapse ere they entered upon the glo-
rions service, or would they have mnifested the smallest amount of inac-
tivity iii the work?, No: they would have quickly specded on silver
wingys, until they hiad conipassed thc whole globe, shouting on their gla-
some way, IlGlory to God iu Utceliighest, and on earth peace, good-will
toward men."

JE would further rmtrfi, thnt, a catrcful consideration of t\ýe self-consuùt-
in- zeal and unceasing, exertions of Uie Aposties and primiitive Cliristîins,
in making othiers ncquainted with that Jesus, ivbon they bad found to be
so prccious to tLeir Souls, clcýarly shows, that there is a lamentable lnck of
the sanie spirit amtong professizg Christians of thc present day. Whiat an
examnple of selF-coii.umiing zeal and indomitable energy iu the work of sav-
ing souls do they aiord us. A want of' the means o? support, thc menaces
of rulers and the niighty princes of' thc enrth, imprisonmient, stripes, perils
of sea and land, did not cven able thecir earncstniess in ClirisVs service,-
Tïhe greatness of' the work of saving souls appears to bce constantly before
thpir minds. lleice, they even Ilrejoice that they werc counted worthy
to suiffer shaine for his name." Thle epitorne of' laul's wlîole, lif'e and dia-
racter ma), be surnmed up in bis own words, I eased DOL to wa-rn evffly
one niglil and dcu,~ îlt tears," IlAizd for)' me &-0 iv is Chist." Tiiese
expressions nay lic paraphrascd thus: IlChrist is my 111e:* apart, from, hirm
and bis work 1 sceni to have no separitte exi-,t-enee. 1 hiave grown into
that one objeet." T1he resuit o? this cnrncstness in the promulgation of tic
gospel, w'as the rapid spre.-d of Chîrisianity in. tIe flrst century.

Now, wi th these examples of earncstncss in saving souls, atnd the blessed,
resuits, in the rapid sîiretnd of'Christianity-vhiieh Must to, a great extent
be attributed to it,-before us, can ive content ourselves to occupy a position
in xzeference to miqsionary work, so largely distinguished for inidifference
and inaetivity; *whichi, ive cannot but admit, are the Most striking features
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