
TUE HURON RACE ÂND IS UEAD-PORM1.

Erie. 0f these, the Hurons, when first brougbt te the knexvledgo of
the French, were found aettled. ini palisaded villages around Lake
Simcoe,.-or Ouentarono, as it appears to have been called.

The narnao Huron, like that of Iroquois, is of' French formation,
t'hough of more uncortain origin. IlQuelles hures!1" exelaimed an
astonished Frencbman, at the sight of a party of thcma decoratcd
according to tbeir highest savage art : and hence, saya one eof the Jesuit
fathers, came the Dame. Another derivation traces it te the k-ou4, or
familiar cnding of ail Indian orations, alrcady reforrcd to, and thse
tom-mon termination ono, or onon, as thse Frenchs give it, signifying
people. They appear to bave calcd theruselves Ouendat, or, according
te Englisis prenunciation, Wyandots. They consistel eof four septs or
nations : the Attignaouentaus, or Nation of the ]3ear, - the chief
member of' the Ieague,--the Attigncnonghaes, the Alircndarrhenons,
and the Tohotaen rats :, occupying tbirty.two, villages, whcn visited by
the Jesuit Missionaries, in 1639. Te those a fiffli nation : the Tien-
nentates, or Tionontones, was unitcd at a later date. But the terra
nation is npt to lead te an exaggeratcd idea et' numbers. ]3rébeuf
reckoned them in ahi, in 1635, at thirty thousand; and tbey are statcd
ia the Relation of 1660 nt thirty-five thousand. The five nations of
thse Iroquois were cstirnated by La Hontan, about the saine time, as
numbering in ail seventy thousand ; but ail such estiniates wcre neces-
sarily based on very itnperfcct data. The number of Huron tewns
cbanged from time tu time under thé vicissitudes et' war and disease;
and the Tohiotacarats only oeeupicd a sin-le pallisaded village.

Agriculture was sedulous1y pursucd by ail the inembers eof the con-
federation ; and indecd one of dtis hardsliips divelt on by thse Frenchs
Missienaries who visit.d their villages is that they could rarely get

Ihny animal food; but Iived principally on sagamité, n preparatien eof
pounded Indin cern and smnokcd fisli beiled together. A punipkin
baked ini thse bot ashes, or Indian, corn roastcd in thse ear, varied sucli
entertainment in dtis autuman; and wvhsen thse Jesuits scttled ameng
thern as a perma,.ent mission, tbey lcarned te hunt for theniscives.
The rivers and lakes et' the Huron country still abouud in fisli ; nor is
the ,aîne even yet extcrmainnted in neigburing reffions. But the
untiring vigilance eof their Iroquois foc greitly restrietcd their hunting
grounds, aud forced thesu to thse diligent cultivation of thse soi]. Te
this was probably due suehi traces eof ineipient civilizatien as are sug.
gested te us by numerous traces of systermatie tgricultural labeur.


