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.Il la good neither te ent flesh. nor drink win p. nor do aiuy llîing b y w'iieli
thy brotlpr is made to ettomble, or te (tilt, or s ici yd~-1o . .21-

MeitsTrao*itao.

PLEDCE 0F THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.
WTIIE UNDERSRONFR>, Do0 AC.IEE, TII&T WIR WRLL NOT VSE

INoRA GLTQorts ts 'A ItEVFItÀcc, NVOt TIIAFFIC IN rI:m .;
TEIAT WE WILL NOT PROVIDE TRREM AS AN &RLTRCLE OF r.NTERTAR.
MENT, NOM. FOR CESSONS RN OUIL 1RcrLOYMtEr; AND> THAT IN ALL
SUITABLZ WÂYS WE WILL DISCOUNTENANCE TIIEIR USE TIROUGIIOUTr
TR'E CON1ML'NRTT.

MONTREAL, FEBRUARY 1, 1847.

SABJ3ATH DRIINKING-A NEW ERA.

tFrom tije Manireal 14ilnese.)

A case which la of very grent importance to the inorals of flic

country. has recently heecn ilecided in the Home District ; the
facts of w!iCh arc tiîus stated by te LrthColonist :

4C A vcrv importent c.iFe lias i',cen deciticd on appcal hy the
Court of Quar-Iter 8SM-ion.s of tlic 1-1nl Di-strict, floi sitli'rg in
tis City. arisîtlg onit ()f the Act 8 Viîe!., chatn. 45, cntitled 'tavr
Act te prepetit the profanation of the L..rd's day (cominonly
called Sundayy, in Upp.-r Cmnada., The Art declarea it un!aw-
fui aniong other thling., ' fi any person or liersons ta tipp!c or to
alluw or perit lipluling in s.ny inn. taverti, or grue-,-, or house
of publir ent('rtkinmoenî,' etc. etc., on that dav.

"It appears that one Thomais Sinith of tht' Township of Eto.
hicolie, virs ehargcZd on the 21st of Iiepteiibrr it.hefonro Pcter
Shavcr, Esquire, and bv hini zonvieted of n violation of the 1- nrd's
day, 1îv selinz liqi!or and nlloning drizkî:tg in his inn, nt Eto>ji-
c'îk-e on Sunday, the 23d of Auguist. The sentence of the con-
victing magistrale wns, far Thomas Stnitîh t pny a fine of four
pounids, an:d two pounds ninc- -hillings of cosis or I0 o iRtpriçoncd
in the common gant for threc ntntiip. .&gainst titis deciFion,
Smith alped to Uic Quarter Sessirans, il wus srgucd for the
appcliant, that should the Court. aflirin the. conviction of the
Mazistratc, no trar'eller conid obtain terresiiinn P.t an inn on
Sabbalti; enRd til: beiîîg tÈîe fàrst case hrougi:î bcrore the Court.
under t1li stalttc, greal imporRance ives raahed to the decision
Ihat iniglit bc givcit. The Court, in lthe firsit instance, appcearrd
to bc isiielined, on a strict apphica;. n or the wordinfr of the aci, to
affirn lthe conviction of the rm-gisate appe.iled against; b'ut
was ncvcrthece dc:sircnug of avoidinZ g.-inZr a liasty judginent,
and writi tiRC consent of counisci, the caite wa% poitrioticd froin the
lut Noveaiber asession.- to thit pre.rent sessions in Jsti-wary, ho affurd
time tnaturely to conpider the cvidcnce in conjiinction with the
!itatutc, t'ocre bicing othter appea1u of the saine Rnatttre dcpending
upnn lte nature of lthc evidence given mn the present cas..

"4On Tuesdzv lait Uie appeal wa zigain takrn iRto cotts;derat.
ion and thc conviction or thC magistrale, 1'eter Shiava'r, Eaqîte

conflrnied, wlierebv the acecd party, T'n&..nzs Snmith, was fined
in the suto of fouir pounide and cnsîs, and in defaull or paymnR
oentenccd ta iRtprtsoament for thrce mnîtlha, for ltoc oirence of
whRch lie has bern fou-id guitiv, of seU.ing liquor ini Isis inn on
Sahbath, coliîrary to lte provlQisn ofr sitehatut«. The ittriii on
of inn-kcepers and dealers or c'rery descripiion in Rhe Provinri-, ta
callcd ta thc dc'cittion jut ioiccd, aid lu tht gencrai provisîor.s
of tho Sitbhalîh profanation ntt.

-Tie msagiotraîea of d-strictst, citiez and towns tiiroughot tle
Province, shinuld adopit a rmnilar regulalicin tib titat in force in tbis
district, rcqtàiinZ every tavero kecprr ho hr.iZ up) in a conapc. u-
ou, place in liii har.rcau, a cripy of thet r'ct, ta prerrnt the pro-.
fznaîion nt titc Sabbath, for public inforniation and guiidante."1

Tir, wc car.nnt heip îiîinkinz, in a triutînpi of Jaw and ordcr,
ets grcat, at il ia t3nrxpcted. 1.1 qoostiovi. of tii k-lad. it sa eo
rare t0 flnd decisions on the -.ight aide, tangistrale or colletanly
intcrprct the iaw in Cavour of the ev"i drer, nnd aga-iit thc puic
wclfarc, that wc cati çcarccl.v t pe-r-u.ide oursclvcs of titis de-
cision bcung real, or that il vriii not bc rcv«rscd, or l'oc penalty
rcmîîttcd by tht interférece of &orne Mll'er authorit.y. Witt) ail

questions relating to tho sale of intoxie.ating drinks, our judicia
t

and exeeuîive oflicere denl vcry mucli as lhey do in the States
with niotera and diieli.4tis, i. e., tice3, generally speaking, refuse tb
pîtt lte ltîws in t'xecution-a. state ot tiîings whieiî renders legisia.
lion reppecîing in'.oxirratinEf drinkhs imipotet, except s0 far as
thev may aflr>rd a clouk for cvii. The present case is an ex.
ception, and we liail it as te commencement of a new era.

Some objet 10 ail laws against the sale of intoxitating drinks,
rts an interférence wiîh mcn's liberty. Bc il so, then abrogate
liîem al; let the gond portion of lthe tommulnily hatve a fair ýzld,
and no faveur io their struggle wvith intempera nec; but do not
give lte tratIc tie speciai stanction of law-do not by licensing it,
provide a snnctuary for it, wvhich proves une of its greatest buk-
warka againet lte efflorts of temperance mon.

Before taking the grouind thiat the tra flic in intozicating drinks
is r it a- proper objeci for icgat ptrohibition, lîowever, il wviil bo Weil
lu reflect i:crc titis prineipie wvill carry us.

The pr*nciple i., titat whct twro or more individuals sai volun-
tariiy ngree together to do, is flot a it subjcct for legal interfer.
ente, providcd lthe efluicts be tonfined to t]teoisolveg. Il is flot
eienied tluaI the cffcct of lime sale and coneuomption of iotoxicating
drinks inin a vast number of cases higitiy injurious: bot il sn argued
tat min sIý:ud net bc reEîrained by lawr, frotn iimflicting hiMîs evil

upon themselves autd catît other if tbcy chtose- Tht saine principle,
howeyer, ivould put ain end te ail lawut against gambling, prostitution,
unnatural offences, or any otlier abominationp, in whieh the
parties engaged are mutuiilly agreed; and if the advocates ef
Cree traiflc in inboxicating drinkis would slînink tram this r.elu-
sion, ity mnust abandon; titeir argument. But &gain: if il b.
îigit t regul.ate and licente one spetiea of traffic, witich cs ad-
mitted ta bc highiy iniorieous, the raine principle would impera-
tivcly icquirc legisintors to regulate other immoral and destructive
tradea, such as tht keeping, of gambling bouses and brot-hels.
Indeed, ail] thào argutmets whtck aire commonly used for licensing
the one, wiii equaliy apply ta the other, and titis hes been ta cvi.
rent, that, in many tountries tiRe lit named nuisanceshîve et one
tiRti been licensed. Indced il in oaly lte growing influence of
Christian niorailv, which lias at las bantahed such i shaineful
and unnatt'ral coalition betwcen the pandera ut vice, and t'oe
guvernhnenîs eatablialied ta promote virtue. The remnant of' this
licenaing svstem, that pa.rt of il, naniely, wbich concernas the sale
of inlex-;tatiin-g drinks, le azo, we arc convinced, doomned to ex-
tinction tRuftro c farzher advanccment of Christian moralilt'.

Indced, itl a mntroua 10 tiik thal titere may be mammoth
distilleries d.cîroying f.îod by millions of bushels, witi tlîousinds
aofngiscies in Ili* shape of lavera, Lap-roumî, greg.siops, gro.
tcer;e, etc. etc., gattered ail] over the cilie, bowns, villages, atnd
cross rrada of t'oc country. That the well known and constant
recuit of titis itmmense sysîcin abould be, to produce poverty, idie.
ne, disce.., crimte, and dcath. That il abould ccrluinly involve
a grea rtrnounit of taxatiton, forced and volotitary, ho provide for
the paupeus, lunatica, and orphaPs whteb il creates; besides an
immnense exprnditure for gaoliu, police, courts of julfticc, etc. etc.,
witich arr citiefit rendcred necessary hy il. We &&y il is mon.
litronts, that itms -igantic systemn of cvii doitig-timia mighhy cea.
crr in lte i'odv polilt, witich lias ias roots in evrr niember.
'1'is feîid uiccr wlîici is fast dnainiutg tht alrenglh ofthlie avatein,
qhuild contiroe lu exisut, and liu.t. tera ahould ha o rernedy
agninutt it. Kii] a mati witi, arsenic or laudantim,,and you will
bc itangcd. Kilt a thourand bv intoxicating drinks, and von will
be mndc a nmagrstraue!
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