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,%hat wve allude to, but the dwcliing upon'the pain-
r'ul and revoiting accoxnpnniments of death, mere-
Iy as sucli-moreiy as so many evils atcending that
change; and rnust flot the effect or so doing be to
make oven those who look for a better aud surer
hope to corne, dread in sorne dcgroe the approacli
even of what thcy bolieve wiil be to themi the gaie
to their city of promise, an(l malze it more bard for
thein to burst thc tics of thoir present state of
being, even althoiigl they feei theni to be, as thicy
really are, tbe fotters of a licavy bondage 1 It is
true that those are triais wvhicli ail iiitst undergo in
their passage hience; and wve shotild accustom our-
selves so to look thecm iii the f'ace as that our spir-
its),subjected as tbcy are, to be influenccd by the
state of our bodiiy frame %vhiie it continues bore
beiow to enclose them' shalh îot bc wnnerved nnd
overcome when the pcriod of' trial arrives. it
then it is flot by dvcliiig uponi the terrors tbat this
strengcth is to bc obtained As the travelier wbho
must struggle %vith thc pitiless storm,ý and the
darkness of night, and thie dangers cf the cotintry,
and the toiisomieness of the rond, to reacbi tbe home
of bis liopes, kiceps blis :nind from) dwchlling on fi
hiazard, the difficulties and thc figu o7 tc rney, repels the ncw tcrrors wbi'ch his imagtiniation
would suggycest to liim at evcry stop), aind ebeocrs bis
spirits by tiuklingr cf tbc blazingr f.igg,(ots of hi.'
own liearth, of the cheerful faces ami joyfal %vol-
corne wliicb aivait bis rcttorn ; so the ebristian
Who would approacbi calmi und unidisîu.ayel thie
valley of the slbadowý cf dcath, must irat dcill
mnereiy upon iLs terrors, and thtis cxaçraerate bis
fears and enervate bis resolotion, but mlust, fix the
eye of luis faiitlh upon the star of promse-inispir-
ing confidence andl courage, and strongit-tiî-wliicb
points to the mansions of blis Fatlicr's honisc-his
homne of everlastingr bicssedncess. Ir ive ailov our
imaginations to rest too mutcl upon0 the terrors of
thejourney, shal ive not be apt to forget the ob-
jecte and encouragements, and in sucli a state of
wind cau ive be wcil l)repared Lo, enter upon iL?
No, niy bretbiren, it is by keeinglo constantly
in our viewv, the bigh ani gioiu bett
whicb we press on, by cnconiragi ng a %voli gronded
confidence in tbe armnour of sadvntion, il, the pro-
mises of God, and tue spirit of God, to defend and
utrengtben us, that sbaii most successfuiiy banish:I
everv fear aud prepare and mn ourselves3 for tbe
enterprise. And yet bov cri en and 110ow fooiisiuiy
do we find mnen fiing tiîeir imaginations witlî per-
nicious fears, and fostering their short sigtctd

prejdics, b sccctig ad soarching for, auJ
dweiiing, one would aimost thiniz, wftbl a sort Of'
mnorbid satisfaction on ail that is painfu], or dis-
gueting, or revoltingr in tue accompanituents of

death! Wiîjy should ive magnify te or fears the
pains of our last malady 1 Wby dweil upon the
convulsive pangs that inay procede our dissolution?
For wvbat end uncensingiy sumnmon up, te, our
thouights tho glooni of the chainber of
(Icatl b? Why magnify our disgoust by wvbat tnay
bappen to our mortal romains 1 Why Iay
opcn the tornb continually to our view ? WVby

iOt the' imagination witiî the Ioathsomeuess of the
charnel bouse 1 Thiese are not tbioughlts or feelings
stireiy to be dwelt upon-to be encouraged. They
%vill perbaps force theniseives upon us at times,
but surely they ought te bercstrained and resisted.
Tbey are thoogbrlts wvhicli wvoigli down the spirit
witli earthiy, withi camnai cares, and fears, and aux-
icties, and prevent its froc auJ unencuimbered llit
towards those giorious aud happy regions which
iL is destined to occoipy. As cominon instances
bowover of such feelinigs, iîow often do ive find
pious christians ombitter their lives, auJ add many
terrors to deatb by the (iread of wvbat may bappen
to titeir mortal remiains-of not enijoyingr it may be
wvbat thicy cail a christian burial-of not; receiving
af'tor death the usual rites and soicmnities-by the
lear of' meeting a wvatory grave-of tl'eir bodies
beiiig tossod by the waves and the tempests, and
their bones loft to, wviten upon a strange and dis-
tant shore-or to tbink of their being cxposod
upon the filid of battie, a proy to anc]ean birds
auJ beasts of rapine-or to perisli by fir(,and their
asiles te be scattered by Uhc four winds of Ileaven,
lcavîng not a trace of thieir existence-or to think
that ini a time of pestilence wben bundreds upon
hu ndreds are swvopt aiway by its deadly breath somle
of the more ordinary forinalities rmay be dispensed
%vitb-to tbink that they may be beaped in one
cominon grave witbi many ollers of its victims-or
that indigrnaties inay be offlered to thoir romains!
These auJd a thousand namecless fears of a like n-
ture, takmng possession of the imagination, have
emnbittered the appro-icli cf deatia to many a pinus
christian, and bave filiod with terrors and anxioties
a por-iod whiobi more than in any other neeiled
the influence cf caim undivided reflection, self ex-
amination aud prayer, te, prepare himn for the mo-
mentous reaiitics cf bis groin change.

To the living 'vo grant, tbat according- to the
constitution cf or minds sucli considerations ne-
cossarily raise painflul and revoitingr feelings. We
natuiraily wizsb that the friends wve bave loved in
lit*e should be bonoured in their romains in death.
The feeling is propor aud creditable to or hcarts;
the mortal relies bcing associated* witlb the liîingt
spirit by wvbici they wvere animated. Iii respect-
ing theni we honor it. The casket is stili precicus
as reciling the jowel wvhichi it contained. -


