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aud its consequences, both iu regard to yourself
and to thom, will be very solenm and of ecternal
duration, You have publicly aud solemnly un-
dertaken the most arduous duty of watching for
their souls, ar: onethat must giveanaccount, They
have received you and have had you sct over them
as their watchman, To use their own words, they
have ¢ invited, called and entreated you to assume
the office of a pustor among them, and undertake
the chazge of their souls.” [Iow greatis the
charge !—how precious the trust !  These souls
of which you havebeen called to take the charge,
are exposed to the most awful danger of bemg for
ever ruined by their great encmy. You have been
appointed, and have undertaken to blow the trump-
et and to warn this people of their denger. The
blood of those who hear the sound of the trumpet
and take not warning, shull be upon their own
heads, and they shall die in their imquity., Butif
youblow not the trumpet, and the people be not
warned, they shall be t~ken away in their imquity,
but their blood will God requireat your haud.
How carefully, then, ought you to watch, and how
faithfully ought you to warn !

Knowing then, as you well do, that I do not
now speak to you in my own name, nor by my
own suthority, but in the name and by the author-
ity of the brethren of this Presbytery, permit me,
in compliance with the injunction of our church,
briefly to addressyou in regard to the grand ob-
jects which you ought continually to keep in view,
and the means by which they may be inost suc-
cessfully pursued. The high and holy objects
which you are ever to keep in view are, the show-
ing forth of the glory of God, the advancing of
the Redeemer's kingdom, and the salvation of
soule. If happily, by the divine blessing upon
your labours and mimstratious in this place, youn
shall be the honoured mstrument of winmng souls
unto Christ, you will at the same time, and by this
very means, glorify God and advance the kingdom
of Christ. This is a combination of the most glo-
rious ends conceivable—to be the means of pro-
moting them, is the highest honour which can be
enjoyed ; and to be ordained and appointed for this
purpose, is the most awfully responsible office with
which a human being can be invested. Some of
the principal means of accomplishing these ends,
are the following ;—

1. The minister of Christ must carefully and
constantly set before his people an examplecbecom
ing the gospel and his sacred profession, This is
an important part of a minister’s duty, ang the ex-
emplification of it hasa very powerful tendency
to render his services both acceptable and useful.
You know how common the saying is, that exam-
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ple has more influence than precept. This truthin

deed has passed into & proverb owing to its import.
ances  All unclerical deportment on the pact of
ministers of the gospe), has a most injurious infly.
cnce on the minds, hearts and jives of' the profes-
sors of religion, and ought therefore to be sedn.
lously avoided. By inconsistencies in the wal)
and conversation of the ministers of religion, the
real disciples of Chlirist will be offended, and they
edification impeded ; and the euemies of religioa
arc cagle-eyed in detecting, and unwearied in ex.
posing suchinconsistencies; and they will be ex.
pert and also successful in turning them inty
powerful weapous for opposing the cause and the
spread of the truth, ‘There should therefore be 2
tigh degree, and an uninterrupted course, of con.
formity between a minister’s preaching and his
practice ; for unless this be the case, he cannat
reasonably nor warrantably expect that his preach.
g will be much blessed, even though it should be
frea fram error as far as doctrine is concerned,
A bishop must be blameless, that is, & person
against whom no evil can be proved—one whose
good name i3 invulnerable. He must be sober,
prudent, of a sound mind—havinz a good under.
standing and complete governmeut of his passions,
1le must be of good behaviour, orderly and correct
in appearance, external monners and conduct.
Moreover he must have a good report of them whe
are without ; that is, his character in civil society
must be unblameable—he must have a good testi-
mony even from unbelievers ; lest he fell into re.
proach and the snare of the devil,and give the ad-
versary occasion to reproach him for hisinconsist
encies, and thus prevent his usefulness; which
circumstance the devil way render a snare to d:aw
him into greater sins by tempting him totally to
disregard the opinion of tien who vilify his char-
acter.

2. Prayer with and for his people, is another
very important part of a minister’s duty ; and he
who frequently,fervently, and believingly approach-
es the throne of gruce in prayer for the salvation of
his hearers, may rest assured, that in his own good
time and way, God will answer his supplications,
and crown his labours with success, in the convic-
tion and conversion of sinners, andin the spiritual
improvement of saints, The examples of prayer
for others, the commands to pray fur others, the
answers to prayer for others, and the benefits of
prayer for others, contzined in scripture, are num-
erous. For encouragement to imitate these ex-
amples, for being persuaded of the indispensable
obligation of compliance with these commands,
in order to receive these answers and experience

these benefits, let usadvert to a few of them. lo




