
PRINTING MINUTES 0F SYNOD.

reply froinme; for, thoughi the writer says that; lie does not inean to,
4Ccast relctions on amny one," the disclaimer is emphiatically contra-
dicted, by the -%hlole scope, and spirit of' bis letter. It is kuown to
every member of Synod that I alone arn responsible for the printing
and distribution of the «Minutes, and that, therefore, if unreasonable
delay and inconvenience have occurred, 1 oughit to bear the blaine or
be prepared to give explanations. I trust, then, that yeu will do me
the justice of~ inserting the followingy statemnents* ini your next issue,
izud that tliey niay have the, efiet of setting tho inatter in a sorne-
-thlat more favourabie Iighlt, as regards iy action in the premises.

'Xhe origyin-al draft of' the Minutes, written during the Session of
.s'nod, was not put into the printer's hands for three reasons. 1. I

did Bot choose to have it cxposed to the risk of b,-ing destroyec or
Iost. 2. I required it as the meaus of correctiug proofs. 3. WVrit-
ten, as it liecessarily wvas, in baste, it w-as not iii that fiuishied state
-which %vould enable a compositor to proceed -with. bis work w'ith the
facity and correctuess -%vhich are desirable. For these reasons I was
not-'ready flor the pitrthe moment the Synod rose. I thought it
necessary (as I hav0 a.lmways done hitherto) to prepare a copy for the
press, frorn wvhiclx, as far as possible, al initerlineations and other
blernishes should-be excluded.

The last Session of Syned closed, as your correspondent states, on
the 17,J11 June. Allow me to addl, late on Friday niq7tt. I could Bot
remlain in tom ou Saturday to do any business. The duties of the
Sabbath weraTcfore me. On Thursday of the next week, 23rd June,
a fair copy of the -whole of the Mýinutes, with the exception of
AppeDdixes, -was put iute the printer's ban.ds, with the express.
understanding that the -%vork should be proceeded with imrnediately.

It is confessedly not easy to account for the de]ays %whieli subse-
quentuy occufred. 1 bave not been able to get any explanation satis-
factory to mysêlf, and 1 can only say that, as often as 1 urged baste,
I -%as met wvith fair .pritses-premises, however, that remained
unfulfiflecl. To 'have put the work into other tands, after it had
mnade some roeswould have been attended -%wifh ne littie incon-
venience, and would not have recalled the time whicb had been lost.
It would, boNvever, "be to no profit to attempt ginviùgl a miinte letaIl
of the varieus steps in a i:ery vexatious business. SUffce it to say,
that, on the lOth of September, the printed Miinutes came to me by
Express, when I discovered that one page of thé Accouzts-thirough
no fauit of inine-hiad been se incorrectly executed that; it became
indispensable ta have it reprinted. Thoughl the order for this re-
n)rintingr was given immediately, it was net until the 23rd Septexuber
fiat I "received tule sheets-they liavingr been'detained, as it after-
-wards appeared, by the «E xpress3 agents, fer no less than seven days.
The insertion of this corrected sheet required the re-stitchingi- of the
-%vho1e impression; and whien, àt last, 1 was upen the eve of niaking
Up the parcels for the mail, an important omisl;sion-for whici I ea-


