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tellectual processes by 'which tixis end
lias been attained ln the warin-hearted
pirpose et consecration which lias
spiritualized the effort and will
sanctify the succecs."

'rie ergan et the strengly conserva-
tive Soiithern Presbyterian Church,
liowvever, strongly protests against the
adoption.

" Either an Arminian or a Lutheran
could accept tixis statement, for It
simpiy states the doctrine et cezumon
grace. And nowhere else is the doc-
trine o! efficacieus grace adequately
stated. Se, in lil<e manner, the doc-
trines et perseverance and assurance
are obscured."

It is the atinesphere et Christian
love and sympathy that is breatbed
Inte the eld Calvinistic creed, and the
odieus doctrines et infant damnation
and reprebation are evaded, if net
remeved.

" RLIGIOUS INL)IFFEItEN2TISMN."

At the late Ecumenical Conterence
the Rev. Professer Shxaw, et Wes-
leyan Theological College, Montreal,
rend a, very tîxeuglittul and sugges-
tive paper on this important subjeet.
He presented some impressive statis-
tics : " 'There are millions et peo-
pie,' he said, ' net the least intelligent
and useful citizens in ail cases, Wvho
neyer enter a church deor. The pro-
fessers in colleges, physicians, teach-
ers. scientists, reviewers, authers, are
selden proftessing- Christians, or
even churcli-geers.' Geldwin Smithî
lias predicteci that 'a cehlapse et re-
ligieus belief of the mest cemplete
and tremendeus kind is apparently
now at hiand.' Said 'Meody, 'The
gulf between the Cburch and tbe
masses is grewing deeper, wider, and
darker every heur.' Thxese alarming
statements seem te, be confirnxed by
statistics ceilated by Drs. Strong and
Gladden. For exampie, in certain
parts et the State et New York only
twenty-three per cent. ot ail tue pee-
pIe ever attend churcbi, and they are
mostly woinen. In 'Maine seventy
tewns are wnitbiout any religious ser-
vice whatevcr. The Governor et New
Hampshire tlxree years ago cailed upon
the people te humble theniîselves be-
fore Ged. and te return te the neg-
lected sanctiuaries wvhich were aban-
dened by scores throughout the State.
-%rrlbdeacon Farrar is quioteci as say-

Ing that flot three per cent. of the
worklng classes la Great Britain, Wvho
represent the great mass of the people,
are regular, or even occasional, com-
municants. The Home Missionary
Cemniittee of the United Free Church
et Seotland has just' reported-July,
1901-that 462,000 people in Glasgow,
out et a population ef 750,000, neyer
attend any church. Without further
array ot figures, the painful fact must
be recognized that an Immense and
growlng number of people neyer
darken a church door. Is it strange
that society is 'wldely demoralized, pe-
litical and mxunicipal lite ls cor-
rupted, the rum, power is becoming
more and more Intrenched behind the
battiements of wealth, and political
influence and religieus lite are para-
lyzed V"

But his closing words were most
hopeful : "«No amount ofe infidellty can
annihilate the Son et Qed. The earth
is flot to be a great moral eemetery
for Christianity. It could net held
in its death grasp our mighty Lord
himself. neither Is it te be the burial
place of His truth. It centains the
graves et many religions systeins and
et their founders, but neyer shall it
witness again the interment of the
'Prince et Lite,' 'who must reiga tili
He bath put ail enemies under His
feet,' including the indifferentism, by
whichi the religious lite et eux' age is
te some extent bligbted. To hasten
this universal victery ef the wvorld's
Savieur is the ebject et our assembly.
If this great ecumenical gathering la
enly a demonstratien et sectarian
pride, it Is a failure, and werse. If
we assembled eur vast censtituiency ot
30,000,000 members and adherents frein
aIl continents and isles et the sea.
and took some weeks or months ln a
continueus procession et them tbrough
fihe streets ot London, it would ter-
tainly amaze the world, but it -%ý'ould
de nething te help on the kingdem et
Christ. This gathering is net a
parade. If it is anytbing wortby et
our naine and cause, it is rather a
ceuncil et w'ar, in -vbicb we censider
the forins of opposition cenfronting
us. the forces available fer the con-
filet. and the wisest and mest effec-
tive methe(ls of conducting the cam-
paigai and delivering the Church frein
the paralysis et religious indifferent-
isra by wshich ini niany quarters it ia
enfeebledl."
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