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I3UILDERS 0F NOVA SCOTIA.*

I.

SOMJE £LEMEX2'S OF TU1E 1>OIULA 'IOXY.

1W ISIR JOHN G. IhOLRINOT, K.C.M.G., LL.D., D.C.L., LIT.I). (L.AvAL).

YFI-E foundatioîî of1-lFalifax iii 1749
practically put an
eîîd to the Acadian

<~period of Nova
Scotian settiemient.
Until that year

9W the English occu-
pation of the coun-
try wvas merelv
nonîinal. OwingZ

largely to the represenitations of
Governor Shirley, of M\,assachiu-
setts, the Britishi Governient de-
cided at last on a vigorous policy
in the province, whichi seerned
more tlîan once on the point of
passiîîg out of tlîeir honds.

H-alifax wvas foundc.d by the
Honiourable Edward Cornwallis,
on the siope of the hili, w-lose
woods then dipped their branches
into the very waters of the noble
harbour long known as Chebuc-
tou, and renamied in honour of the
Earl of Halifax, a inember of the
Miontague fanîi1y, w~ho, w~as at the

head of the Council of Trade and
Plantations, wvhicli had iii those
davs full control of the admmîis-
tration of colonial affairs. Colonel
Cornwallis, a son of the baron of
that name-a man of firrnness and

* W~e have pleastire in reprinting, by kind
permission of Sir Johin ]3ourinot these
copious extracts froni his " «Builders of
Nova Scotia," -%ihel -%vas printed in the
IlProceedings and Transactions of the
Eoyal Society of Canada," for the ycar
1899. This book ivas subsequently pub.
iihed in hiandsonie octavo (The Copp, Clark

Comîpany, Toron>to), %vithi specially-designed,
cover l)yi\Mr. J. W.L.rFoister. Only afew
cop)ies i -nain unsold, and înay yet be pro-
cured fromn the publislier. Price, $1.50.

discrctionl-enltered tlie harbour ou
the 21St of june, old style, or 211(1
July, present style, and soon after-
w'ards assurned his duties as gover-
nor of the province.

TIIe tow',n wvas surrounded by a
cordon of palisades or upright
piekets with five quadrangular
block-houses at important points.
In the miiddle of flie town wvas tHe
parade, ever silice a faniiliar fea-
ture to residents of the town. On
the uipper part of tliis grouind the
barracks of tlie Royal Artillerv
stood for sonie vears. An his-
torian of the city tells us that be-
fore i760 " tle houses were gener-
ally built of square and round timi-
b)er, sonie witli small pickzets
placed upriglît between tlîe stubs
of thîe franie, and tlîe wlîole cov-
ered over witli clap-boards; tlîey
were usually of one story with a
hipped roof, thie shops aîîd lîalf-
doors with no glass, swinging
siguis, and wooden slîutters open-
iliîg dowi'iwards, on wvhich goods
wvere exposed for sale." The first
Goveriimient House stood on tlîe
site of tlîe presetît province build-
ing, and liad onilv one story, ce-
fended by snîall pieces of orcinance
nioulitecl on hogrsheads of gravel
and sancl. Block-lîouses and even-
tually batteries wvere raised at ail
important points around the har-
bour, w'lose cliief defence for vears
wvas the fort on George's Island.
In early years tliere w~as only a
small redoubt on Citadel Htili,
wvlicî -%vas includecl within the
originîal palisades. Tlîat inîport-
aîît position wvas clefeîîded by a


