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PHONETLC -, R{ONEER,

This is a sort of diffisaity which has attend 'ary success. (Then it follows that the means
od the incipiant stages of nany ah fmportunt which accomplishes this should receive the
changs, anl it is ono which Britons aro ac- apprubation of tho Préss.  But the nicthod
custam :d to grapple with.  They should cou- in general use for manufacturing (an allow-
sidor it thoeefors it as an olyjection, but able expression) roaders is a very imperfect
uoroly as a diji alty, ino-derthat the best ono— in truth, it isan ally of Iznorance, and,
moda of overco.ning it may bo devised. It if children wero solely dependent upon it,
is probable that, for a tiwe, the advance we fuarits tendency would bo to subvort the
mont of a projectal reforis inust depend oa Press. To what an extent Ignorance pro-
private offort. By and by the dotails of the, vuils among the musses, it ouly requires an
mathod proposed might bo subnitted to an esamination of tho census and the most
assomblage of compatent scholars.  This casual observation to determino.  1f the
prooess may secure further improvement, or Phonetic method were now used in all our
may at loast increase the confidenco felt in primary schools—both public and private—
the merits of the project by the public at there would be but little excuse, a quartee of
larzo,; at tho same timo cxperinents in teach a century hence, for people beiug ignorant
ing should ba multiplied, and their results of the art of reading. It follows, therefore,
duly attested and recorded. It may then that by assaming a position hostile to this
hecume a (uestion whather the further pro- method, the Press would not only be oppos-
sccution of the undertaking should not de- ing the advancement of Education, but also
volve upon agenoy of a more public decrip-'its own interests.— Type of the Times.
3:)!: :}-l—-l!:lutfit.r is vonccessary to pass the

reshold of that guestion at present. n Teaching,

Cn tho whole, tgcm seems ﬁttlo doubt of Fhonetic .-
the neoessity of a reform in our present sys-;  From a business letter from' Syracuse, N.
tem of Orthography, if systern it can be;¥., we take the following extract:
called .—little doubt of the efficicncy of a; The Phouctic system is thoroughly intro-
systen phonetically constracted to uccorn-duced in our city. It would be difficult to
plish such reform ;—and little doubt of the disturb it now. Were it submitted to o
practicability of a system so constructed.,vote of the people interested, five to one
The only doubtful point rclates to the pro- would say, give us Phonetics. The succcss
bability of inducing a competent number of is ;much greatar than we anticipated.
the pioncers of improvement to grapple en-; In regurd to a Second Reader we have
ergetically with the requircmengs of the used Childhood Hours 1o somc instances;
cwsce. But the love of progress,“revealing but we experincee no difficulty in . taking
itself intndless forms ut the present day,— the classes directly from the Ist Bhonetic
the growing spirit of enterprise,—snd the Readerto Webb's Second. Experience may
generous  desire, unfolding more and wore determine us to use another Reader. But
among the influential clusses, to foster the thore is no possible use for a Transition
naseent germs of improvement in art and Reader. Children will read the common
scionce,—all watrant the assurance that this print without any effort in teaching them,
Joubtful point is only a question of time. {and will spcl! it better than any otber classes

- we have.
The Press and Phoostich.

Yours very truly,
' = ng. L. Farnnax,
The time was when the Press almost with- Superinteadent.

dut exception ridiculed and denounced the] Teachers will find thesuccess ot Phonetic
Orthographi¢ reform which e advocate— training greater in proportion to the more
now it is very rarcly that we théet with an'extonded time given to Phonctic reading.—
objection unged by a-member of the Prese. Take a child from the . Phonetic First or
On cyery hand we find able, vigoroug and even Sccond Reader, and put him. ioto a
oven cnthusiastic allics among our coptem- | Romanio Reader of the same grado, and he
porarics. We may now justly infer thatin will do very well; but as he enters more
a few years more, and when our tethod of advauced bocks he finds words he has. not
teaching the art of reading is understood by ecen, nor heard pronounced, and he hesi-
all, there wiil be no one connected with the tates over them, or guesses at them, aud thus
Press who will nat give it his warmest ap. beeomes more or less faulty in his reading,
probation, . . | His begioning was good, but in & fow years
_Apart from that based upon ageneral in- he will be found to be little if any batter

terest in E lucation, there is a special reason than those taught in the ordinary way.
why the P'ross should encourage theadoption;  But, dct pupils pursue a course of Phou-
of the Phonetic method of teaching the art etic reading until they have become fosniliar
of reading. Newspapers and periodisals are with all the words used in ordinary compos-
neoessarily dependent upon the public for itin, and they will obviate the difficulties
their circulation. Increase the number of meationed.  After boeoming familiar with
toaders and you at onco iusare their pccuni~gthe use of the letterain the First Reader, no
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now words in ony subsequent Reader, spell-
cd phonetically, will present any difficulty,
and both his time and that of his tescher,
will be saved.

Wo need more Readers, and until we
g8t them, phonetic pupils should read, after
tho First, Reader Childhood Hours, the
Presidents, and Mr. Hill's I'irst Lessons in
Goomotry.—Xd. Type.

D e
SPELLING,.

ProBapLy the tworst featuro of any come
position, bo it ever so poor as rds con-
ls(ruction and sentiment, is the miss-pelling
of common words. And however neatl
written, however beautifully constmctctz
any picco of' composition may be, if, here
and there, a word may be fuand iucorrcctly
spelled, it takes all the beauty away from
both composition and penmanship. The
most glowiag lungnage ever used, the most
inspiring sentiments eves uttered, * thoughte
that breathe and words that burn,” if writ
ten and incorrectly epelled, lose all their
force, all their power to win and control, and
make but 2 focble impression on the reader
Spelling we all have to do with, more or
less. Whether wo read or write, or talk, op
think, we must spell our words. And itia
just as easy to spell correctly as incorrectly.
Or, if not as casy, it iy cortainly far the
best way.,  Attention whilo reading, close
application tothe ?clling-book, and frequeng
refcronces to the dictionary, will make any
one a good speller.  Inattention and care:
lessness in these respeets will generally rev
sult in o poor knowledge of spelling. ..
Spelling should certainly bo considered »
ject of importance with teachers. It
should be their aim to inculeate in their
scholars n lovo ef corrcet spelling, At any
rate, they should eall their attention to-the

- limportant words in-their reading lessong.—
- |No-teacher hus dono his whole duty toward

hig echolars, who has suffered cven onc read~
ing lesson to pass by without having becs
satigfied that ovesy one in the class could
spell every word correctly,  This may be
ascartained in various ways, accordingg to
the capacity snd circunstances of the clasa.
It is not the intention Lere to designato an
plan.  Bnch teacher cyn follow thot whi
best sdits his school,

If it be nicessary that scholars have
thorough training while at echool, that they
may becomo good spellars, is it not very ims
portant, indeed—it is not an absoluto ne
cessity—that the tcacher have a thorough

rsctital knowledge, not only of spelling,
gut.af the rules which govern correct spell
ing, and.of the pronunciation of our English
words, at Jast? And yot we often mees
with teachers who can not spell some of
tho simplest words of our lunguage.  Such
teachers are sorcly puzzlud by having to ro




