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nature, grcater than hM8 Gwf. His faith did
not change hie heart, for it was sirnply a be-
lief in facts: Jas. ii. 19.

v. 14-25.-Here the Iwo apostles and the
nmagi~an are the central figures. Tco; Maik
vi. 4; Acte xiii. 2; xv. 39, 40, etc. It was
nece8sary to prove to, the Churcli that the
believers in Samaria coulId receive the extra-
ordinary gifts of the Hol~y Spirit even as the
Jews. Phili phad notthis Apostolic power;
though Ananias had, ix. 17.

IIPrayed/or them."ý-Prayer as necessýary
li the mirnstry oi' the Gospel tis preaching.
Sinmon did flot think of praying. lie did
not ask for the Holy Ghost for himeelf. He
wae ambitious to be great, and thouglit
nioney could buy anyt hîng. Pride in the
Churoh leade te ail sin. Truffec in spiritual
offices has ever since been called the sin of
Simony. It means unbelief ini the Holy
Ghor-t.

v. 20.-Peter le in the front as usual.
Thou and thy gold are bound together ln the
bond of iniquity, and shial perish together:
1 Pet. 1, 7, -18. "lGift of God," Matt. x. 8.

v. 2l.-Spe Deut. xviii. 1. Hesoughlihe
Gospel with unwvorthy ends in vieiv: Matt.
vi. 22.

v. 22.-"l If ,verhaps.-" The suggestion
that bis sin mighit be unpardonable, MaLt.
xii. 31, w'as to inake himi more earnest in
repenting. Even Peter and John could flot

%absolve. Thîey referred hlm to God.
v. 24.-Peter had said "1Pray Cod? Si-

mon, lhle Pharoahi, Ex. x. 17, whio yct
hardened his hieart, 8ays, IlPray ye." His
words show fear of the punishrnent, not hor-
ror of his sin.

LEssoNs.-1. Adulte or infants may be
bapt'àzed, yet reinain un pardoned.

2. To seek to gain influence in the Churchi
with our xnoney, le a deadly sin.

3. We should rat.her pray God for our-
selves than rely on the intercession of
others.

OcronEa. 29th.-PHILIP AND THE ETHIOx>IAN.
-Acte viii. 26-40.

Golden Text: Markc xvi. 16.
Greatly honoured was Phui p. He hiad

received Samaritans inte the Chrch, an d
was now to open the door te the eunuch and,
probably the Gentile. Thus the partition
walls were broken down: Gal. iii. 28: Here
we have one of the few cases recorded in
the Bible, of individual conversions.

v. 26.-See, for instances of minietration
of angels ln the infant Church, v. 19; x. 3;
xii. 7; xxvii. '23. A mysterious, order Philip
muxst have thought it. To leave crowds of

enquirers in the city te, go te the Desert 1 He-
le not tld why. One step ata ime le God's3
wvay with us. He le not to take even the
usual road, but the direct road b7 Hebron,
which was the most desert. Gods8particu-
lar povidence overlooke no individual and

n ei.Phulip's fait h and obedience are>
noteworthy.

v. 27.-The treasurer was prôbably a pro-
selyte: Oandace, the naine not of an nd ivi-
dual, but of a dynasty, like Pharaolh.

v. 28.-Reading aloud ; a good *.ay for
hiniseif, and perhaýs ae for bis chxarioteer.
Do we etudy the bcriptures when travel-
ling ?

v. 29. The Holy Spirit le therefore a per-
son: i. 16; x. 19,20; xiii. 2; xxi. 11.

v. 29-39.-A striking scene. Phiihip. alone
ln the deeert; a chariot appearig in the
distance ; the voice within bearc by the
preachier; hie running at full epeed tili he
overtakes the chariot; the direct question.
that goes to the root of tic inatter without
circunilocution about trifles ; the modeet
answer ; the courteous invitation of the
great man to a travt l-soiled p edestrian, Heb.
xiii. 2; the preachiing of Jesue froin the
Old Testamient; faith coming by hcaring k
the bcliever's consistent desire to be ut once
a memnber of the Chiurch; the readinese of
Philip to reccive him, thox:gh he had late]y
been deceived lu Sinion ; the simple bnp-
tism lu the flrst spring; the niiracious de-
purture of Philip, 1 Rings xviii. 12; 4 Kinge
IL 16; 2 Cor. xii. 2-4; 1 Thes. iv. 17, con-
flrming the faiti of' the treasurer; hie8 joy
notwithistanding thxe reinoval of hie teachier,
for lic had foutid Jesue, and in Ilii- the key
te the Scriptures. Every detail lias ite les-
son for us.

v. 40.-He seenis to have flxed his resi-
dence ut Cetaarea, xxi. 8-9, and te have had
a famnily, like * hineîf, perliape superior te
himeell, in spiritual gilte: Epli. iv. 11.

HOW TO GET TO EVEN.
cc If I'n a good girl, I shial go to heaven

some day,-" said little Suexe, talking te bier-
self.

"lBut you are net good," said grand-mna,
iwho had overheard tE words of' lier little
darling. "1Whiat shall you do about it?"-

.What shaîl I ?" cried the child ; "Iwhat
shial I1? 0,I1mean to be &ood. I will be.-'

"lBut, iny child, that will not do. You
have sinned againet God many imes; you.
will sin many bines more. We don't go to
heaven because we are good, for ihien no,
one would get tbexe. We go te heaven for
Jesus' sake. If we are sorry for our sins,.
and aek God to forgive theni for Christ.'
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