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FARM OPERATIONS.

TOP-DRESSING GRASS LAMBl.
Now is the thmc, says the New England

Fczr»jer, 10 coinience the preparation of
iraterials for tisq important work. -Sorne
porsons doubt wh)ethcer the application of

nanluro to the surface of grass land is thc
best mode of using it. Thiis dcpcnds upon
two or three eircumnstanccs, viz.-I. Upon
tlime nature of thie s'il. 2. Upon the tiuie
of application. .3. lpon the. condition of
tho dressing.

Top dressing will continue to brin- a
trop longer on a inoist, soil than on a dry
one, lst , because such land is the bcst
adaptcd to grass;- and. 2dly. becauso the
inianuro by beiag kept noist is brouglit
into a statc of &econmposition, and becoiuos
preparod as food for the plants iustcad of
drying iip. 'op dressing, thierefore, for
Iligrh lands. should be applied in the spring,
as carly as April or the first part of May,
so as to roceive the carly rains and got
thoroughly leached, aud the coarsei par-
tiolos iya-hed down aniou- the roots of the
grass before the hlot dry -%vothler cornles on.
Or, it may ho applied-and porbaps with
botter effect-Iate in Novenibor, 'when it
will recoive thie Inter rains aud ho leacliod
by thoin, or bo covorcd with snow to bc
inolted upon the dressing. and thus carry
its fiýrtilizin2 pi-operties gradually to the
r-rass roots durjuf! the winter and spring.

It is unpopular--we arc fully -t-,are-to
rocornnicnd top dressing for ighl and dry
grass lad;sil blici-c it to bc a pro-
fitable, way of fertilizing, w'ben it is doue
*iudiciously. The error cousists iii croppiag
the land for imuany years, without rnanuring
ur.til not only the fcrtiliziug agent,,: are cx-
hausted, but the roots of the gs themui-
solves have cither dicd for want of food,
or biave becu driven out by 1lault5 ilore
hardy and persistent than thiisielves. Whien
a field is in tiis condition it is folly to top
dress iL. Thiere is no basis upon which to
-let. Diue dressing wvas dcferi-cd too long-
thero is no reouperative power loft. 'Tli
i-enedýy for snobI 1and iS tilmïouh the ploW.
mianuro, cultivation, and plcuty of' seed, or

ai ft esxcepting the cultivation, ivhieh
niay ho oniit.tcd by turning over tuie sod and
haying dowa in Aýuoust or al nSp
tomber.,rcryin cp

In a Nvet soason sometbiing iy )0 dlotie
on higfli land by sproaidiugr' fille compost
inanure libcrally. scatterinig on grass sccd

and harrowiug. Clovéi, so'wn eiirly in
April in tlîis way, -will sornetimnes succeed
Weil. If tîme fariner ivould l'o watch)ful,
mnanure bis field.- in season, occasioually
scatteriug a little seed over thieni, while,
produciug liberal erops. lie ighalt --ave con-
siderablo exponse in plowiug and re-seediug.
Ail tliis, liowevcr. sh ould nrot preveut a ju-

*dîcious rotation of crops, and, in turu,
*briuginir the 2rass fields into cultivated
ones, %which is undoubtodly the course tîmat
will socure the iinost certain profits.

The tune when top dressing sbould be
applied, is a qjuestion uipon wich our bost
farinons do -not ngree. IVbat is nceded, is
a copious raia iimnîuediately aftcr tlie drcss-

in sspread, but as -we cannot conmaud
thiis, we must exorcise a sound judgmont
in tho nmlatter, and ho content vith the re-

fsuit. If the compost cart sliould follow
that which carnres awa-y the liay, and a lib-
oral showor follow, perlmaps timere would ho
uo botter tinie to apply the dressing; and

jin a nodratcly mnoist soason, this course
will suced Wel. April anld early in May
are goo d scaisons, but thoen tho objection
exîsts of' cuttiug up thic fields by thic feot of
the toain a-ad tIme wlîcels. Iu the autunmn
tîmoro is littie danger of tbis, unless tlie
soason hc very wet: tîme more pressing
*work of the warin soason is ont of the way,
*anid) upon the wliolc. perliaps tîmis is the
best tiie for tîmis operation. The tîmird
point rcqniring care is tîme conditioa of the
(Iressin" wlien it is usod. It should ho
ricli, tlat is, mnade of gZood naterials, and
fermntation not carried -,o 'air as to set
fie its gazeous properties; and thon it
sliould ho fle-if as fine as sand, s0 niuch
the botter. This 'will alloiv of its boiug
spread evcaly, and preseut snob a surface
to the rain and dcews as te have cvery part

* cuiokly peuietrated and its fertilizing prop-
orties carried toe mrots bclow.

HOW TO CURE INDIAN CORt :FOR FODDER.
llaviug- receired soveral lettens inaking,

iiiquinie-s iii regard to îny netliod of curing(
corn, for fodden. i1 thought, ais thie maquiries
cainle froin thme m-oaders of your vahiable
paomrI would giv-e you my niethiod for
publication.

li orden to have tîme fodder good, the
Icorn ,Ii ould hconet up Niloi it is yet green
- this is. beibre, thîe leavesaud stalks begin
te d1ry u p. Any tunie after flie corn ho-


