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Hlli, said seine sensible things about
the training of chldren. lier prolirnîn-
ary answer to tho inquiry, " 1How can I
train my chiîdren for God ?" wa8, « "Try
te realizo your responsibitity to God lu
the doing of it." Ail tlirough Seripture
this responsibility la very clearly stated,
Try, furthor, to rlecognize your ability
for the task ; G;od comimanda you thiks to
train your chilciren, and theroforo your
ability la prcsupposed. There is some-
thing very wroug soinewliero whien the
ehildren of ch rîstian parents do not thoin-
selves becorno christians. Resolve, thon,that you irili accept thia responsibilityat
ail costa.

Strive to qualify yourselves for the
work ; the fact that you arc Christiaus is
not enough for this. If there were a
more frequeut combination of wisdom
with piety how many fair young lives
would be saved froin shipvreck ! WVil
God deny this wlsdom to assy wlio go to
Hlm for it? Searcli the Scriptures, and
find the prin.ciples on whicli such training
must proceed. Mauy pray for their
children, but not from the riglit motive.
There is great anxiety as to personal
prosperity or family credit ; but these,
after ail, are of the vesy essence of self-
lalinezs. You must consider your chl-
dren as redleemed unto God. I gr:eve to,
say it, but I fear many professed Chris-
tians think more of the training of their
horses than that of their sons! Are not
our children a heritage from the Lord?
If we are resosble for mere earthly
possession, =ucl wo are dosibly se for
our children.

It la th ttn of the heart that la
Most needed ; ini or words, the inspir-

in of tho child with the love of gooduesa
and truth. That is " the nurture and ad-
moniton of the Lord." This ia to be ac*
compllshed, firat, by inculcatiug obedience
to rightly constitut«d atithorlty. 1 look
upon this as the foundation of ail moral
excellence. You stand toward your child-
ren in their earlier years in the place of*
God. If -this were rightly understood,
liow many broken hearts would beasparcd!
Now-adays it se ema as il the obedience
wereto be on the part of the part of the
pat euts. Ohildren of five are treated 'as
if they were men and Women : s0 'tiey
grow up lu lawvlcssness. If they have
flot been accusterned te obey their par-
ents thore lesa probability that theyýwill-
be willing te, obey God. Thisobedienco
is thse first element of successful.training.
Begin witli them from. the very earliest
yeara4; therç la aýway of combining tend'
ernesswitlimnesstliatmotherscaneasily
adopt, and it is-of the utmostimportance.

Home Atmosphere.

This atmosphcere of the houseliold.,
which oither couverts te Christ or pre-
verts to fashion, folly, and inipiety, le3
commonly creatcd by the parents. They
are responsible for it. If the wliole t rend
of liouseliold talk and thouglit and amn-
bition runs toward imoney.making, or
social convivialities, or general godîcas-
ness, it la the father aud the mothor wvho
give the pitchi Nowvhere la it s0 difllcult
to make the boat preaching or tlîo beat
Sabbath school teaching offective on
character as lu the sualarious air of such
a home. As soon expect to rear oranges
lu Lapland as plants of g race in Bo god-
les au atmosphere. The parental in-
fluence penetrates throughi the lieuse with
as subtle a poison as escaping gas freas
un ill-built furnace. As Dr. J3ushncll

fias pitfiily said, iu his incomparable book
on "'Christian Nurture :» "1Whatever
tire tIse parents kindle the children ara
found gatheriug the -%vood. They help
as either apprentices or accessories."

If the father begixia the Sabbath with
soine secular Stunday ilewsapaper tlie
family will help hlm read it, If tha
pareuts go irregularly 'to Ged's lieuse tbi
childreu will liardly çare te go at ail. If
the inother is a scaudalmonger she will
niake her chidren tattiers and eavcs-
droppers. If she directs lier servants lx>
Lay at thse door that 'lshe is net at home,»
the chiîdren wvili leara to ho polite liars
If the father puts the decanter on Mus
table the boys wvili s-2on begin to practise
'with thse fatal glas. That ricli father
v;ho disinherited a son for drunkenness,
and lu thé same wib) bequeathed lis wvibe-
cellar to certain hocirs, ave a very pal-
pable proof e f tic tomne atmosphere
whicli ad poisoned the poor boy. Par-
ental provocation and ill-teznper sour the
very air of many houscholds, s0 that the.
dhiîdren can hardly escape being cross,
suappishi, and irritable. H1ow can piety
breathe iu sucli air? How can a family
be trained up in the knowledge of God'a
Word when the Beok of book& la seldein
opened, and tise spirit -of uts instruction
la no more known than iu the lieuse ef a
Mussulman?. Evea ln thse families df
many professers ef religio Ilentbi
fornny conversion, for I know thnt tho
niost faitliful discourses will be destroyed
by the malaria of tise heme. It was the
atmosphere of El kanah'a and Hannh>.
godly housae that preduced a Samuel. .1t
waàs thè wretehed air of ElFe lieuse whieh
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