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-4muld be truc liad the Churcli retained al
lier children, but eue liad lest hatlf of them,

Sone authorities place the lo3s even high-
er than this. The editor of tho Celt in 18-
55 dcclarNd thit it ainouîîted to sixty pcr
cent of the children cf Roman Catholie
parents ; an-d .J. O'Kaue Murray, as late
as 1876, expresses a simiilar opinion iii lus
"HRistory of the Catholie Clitrchi iii tho
Ujnited States. " Hie saiys: " IL rnay be
safely said that more Catholics have i0ien
xiway from the faith in ibis country dur-
ing the last two centuries and a hialf than
are to-day living in it " (p. 583). This is
thec testiimeny cf their own authors, and
shows what happens when Papists are
brouglit within reci of efficient froc
schools and an open Bible. The exodus
frein this country, ivhich the priests are
so anxious and so powerless te prevent, is
palpably reaet.ing, and will continue te do
no in an increased dogree, on nearly aecry
parish in Canada. Nor do we feel uneasy
about thc influence of goverment and
priestly sclienies for repatriation, because
every French CanadUan who returns helps
to hastex the liberalizing process prepara-
tory to the disestablisliment of the Chureli.
Suai tell their comipati-iota that it is high
time for thein te begin te think for thein-
selves, and that, they do possess God-givcn
rights which are not to lie tainîcly sacrificed
on tie altars of the Pope. They support
and extend tic influence of the liberal
French pi-css, which refuses to lie gagc
bybishops and arclibishops; and the dis-
rept-ible littIe game of securing Fi-cdi
votes, which somne falsely cali1 statesnian-
shpii, imust corne te an ençl. When oui-
p>opulation bas icreused fivefold, these
votes will have lost their present signifi-
cal-te, and God will, m-ise up moen of cour-
age, patiiotisin, anîd fidelity- te contend for
trath anîd freedoin. -4:tove-ill; tic great
quickiening power whicli is toudbing the
mninds zund lîearts of the peuple,,and kind-
ling thought and aspiration ini thein, is the
Word of Cod. The priests can do nothing
effectually agaiinst the truth. The more
they dlenounce and curse and humn it, tic
nîcre itissout after and x-cad. Tlîousands
O>f homes. are regularly visitcd by colpor-
teurs, who bring thein the simple inessage
eif eternal life thirougcl Jesus Christ,-- and
lons of tbousauds of Bibles and portions of
tue Word have been distributed and., are
'being devoutly studied in tiiese homes.
The Bible Society and ahl thc evangelical.
lenminations have engm ged i» tis 'work,

and Ronianism is hioncycomberi by tlîcir
united efforts. The :Presbyterian Churcli
aloile lias. sixty-two inissionaries ini the
field, besides twenty, who were ti-ained by
lier in wholc or iii part, who aro laboring
iii the Unîited States. Slic lias nurneroils
schools and prcaching stations in differcîît
parts of tho provinces,, and Roman Cath-
olics are attracted. to the principal mission-
ai-y institutes at Pointe-aux-Trembles in
larger nuambers than can lie received ; and
*the pupils. after being. instructed in tlîe
principles of tic gospel, are scattered over
the country as so inany livin episthes
known and rend of aIl nmen. For a conisid-
eomble time miçsionaries were broughit
from Switzer]and and France, but for the
last fourteen years they have bieeit success-
fu]ly trained in the Preshyterian Collège,
Montreah. This isfound toeian imense
advantage in .inany ways. Natives of the
country understand the people and have
ready access te thein, an-d it is -a rnost en-
couraging fact that a large nuniber of themn
feel called te lie teachers, colporteurs, and
evangelists. The proportion of youngy
person2 among French converts giving
themselves te such vork is far greater than
ivith Englisli-spoal<ing people, wvhich shows
the stteîîgth, oftheir inissionary spirit and
promises -vell for tlîe future. Thie initial
work. in a Ronuish as in a heathen eounîtry
is, of course, necessarihy difficult and slow,
and spcially is this case in the Province
of Quebec, where Ptonanisin has every-
thing on its sîde ; but still tic progrress of
late years lias bec» înanifcst and cheering.
In Montredl, for example; ton or twehve
years ago, there were onhy two sinail
French Protestant churches, and now,
reckoning ail denoîninations, there are
eiglit churches -%vith about four hun&red
families -connected -witi thin, niost o?
whomn have been gathered from tic Ro-
mish. communion, and sitniltrhysatisfact-
ory resuhts have bec» reachied at otier
points. Se that, while fifty yea-s ago
there was net a single French Protestant
Churci in tie 'whohe country, there are
now nearly ene hundred, and probably
bctween twenty an 'd thirty thousand
French Protestants in Canada and tie
United States. -The outhcok, therefore,
is fyî froür discouraging. In spite of the
enormous disabilities under -%hich a por-
tion of our citi±ens labor, wve have.faith in
the future of our country and in tic power
of the gospel te emaiàcipate theni. The

1 truth and the Spirit of God are strong
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