THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, Dec. 2, 1399,

Western Cauada s having an  au-
usually  prolonged spell of mild
weatker, considering thoe season. Thero
has beon practically nv winter at all
to date, and conditions aro still much
{Lo samo ag in tho regular fall months,
Somv light flurries of snow and moder-
ato frosts havo been about the only
climatio signs this week of the prox-
imity of wiater. Tho results ina com-
mercial and fndustrial egense of  thig
mildness are varled. Couwmercelal en-
terpricos hinve been mostly adversely
affeeted. and industrial  enterprises
have, on the other hand. nostly prof-
fted. Sales of seasonable goods are
very light, and consumption soems , to
he, for the most part. holding back
antil  absolute mneed is cxporienced.
Dealers in perishable commoditics, such
as meats, etc.. whick aro generally
stored frozen. fn large qguauntities for
tho wlnter, find difficulty in keeping
thewr stocks. Coal ls In very light de-
mand. Driving Is so bad that farm
trade 1s for the time being largely cut
off. Railroad and building operatious
have, in their turi, boen greatly fa-
cilitited. Thero s still a good demand
for mea for railroad and buslt work.
Buok clearinge have incroascd less thia
wiek than usual, but they aro still
larger than in apy similar week of pre-
vious years. The monthly  cleanngs,
which are also given this woek, show
u substantiail fucrease over previous
years. The figures will be lound clse-
where in this Issue.
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(A1 quotations, uuless otherwise apecis
ficd, arc wholeszle for such quauntities
as are usaally taken by retafl dealers,
and are subject to tho usual reduction
on  large guantities aal to cash dis.

counts.)
DI}YY GOuDS

T irmness and advancing prices con-
tmue to Lo the foatures of the «dry
goods market. Retailers havo vought
their &tochs recently at much lower
prices thau they will have w pay an.
other eeason. Goods suld vy jobiers for
tae fah and surung trade have goner-
ally been at prices much  beiow e
hagix of The present cost of those goods
at the factory. Even for tho spring
trade many orders have been placed
at sway Lelow present basls of cvost.
Thix Iz owhip to the fact that joblors
lind large stocks on haud, bhought be
tore the full advanco now asked had
comr ntoe effect, and they have beoa
givng the trade the bonefit of theso
carly purchases. When it comes to re.
peat orders or late purchases, how-
cver, jobbers will Lo obliged to  ask
gharp advances 10 cover 1o lieroased
cost of goods. In fact 1t is with the
createst difficulty that  jobbers can
ret repeat orders filled at all, rogand-
Joss of the incrensed cost. Som? British
manaficturers have refusad to quote
prices until alter the noxt scries of
wool sales, which indieates that they
look: for n further sharp advance in
wools The trade will, thercfore, havo
to prepare fer o big advanco In dry

THE COMMERCIAL

goods for another season, ns woll a8
on repeat orders for the spring trade,
Av advice recelved recently reported
an advance on onc line ol ceashimere
cgual to 17¢ and cashimere hosiory aro
now costing high, some linags of ha-lovy
having advanced as much as 25 per
cent. Shirts me firm and advancing,
and rvepeat orders can hardly bo filled
v afl, Lines of Canadian prints, prives

“for which are fixed by combino manu-

facturers, are higher.
FULEL.

The sitnatlon as regards coid -is re-
viewed av tength elsewhere in this is.
sue.  Wood stocks In tho ¢ity are ex.
tremely fhight owing to the diff-culty
of getting 1 supplics, A few ors
have beenrt bought this week for im-
mecdiate achvery.  Stocks on hand are
mostly held by a few dealers. No re-
lief from tnis situation can be ob-
tained untin 1t freczes up as men cane
not get wmro the bush while the grouund
is soft. Coal quotations will be found
on our “prices current' page. Wood
prices in carlots on track
here are now as follows: ‘Tamarac
per cord, $1.75; green ent tamarac,
S4.25 to 24.75: lackpine per cord, S
to $4.25; virch, $4.75 to $5; United
States oak, £5; danitoba onk, $54.75;
United States maple, $3.23: popular, 83
to £3.25; spruce, $3.25 to $3.50: slabs,
$2.85 per cord.

GREEN FRUITS.

The market is quiet and movement
m.ch curiaifed. loliday businesy is
being lookea forward to with expee.
tations tnat it will be the largest
yet. dlexican oranges are easier, in
exprectation of early arrivals of Cah.
forma $tocks. The market for win.
{er app os continues in the unsats.
factary state uwowed & woek ago.
Auction sates of so-called cholve stock
are being netd regularly, and it is esti.
matid tnat as many as S barre.s per
week are belig thus  sold  at price.
ranging from $2.50 per barre! down-
watds 1t Is ncediess o siuy that
while these sules continue there is but
little demand for apples being held for
sale in the regular way. Tho keep-
inge quality of wuch of the Stock Leing
solG at auction is poor. Compiaints of
the keeping qualitics of this season’s
appics tocm to be general.  Dritish im-
poriers have been badly disappomnted
in the quality of thelr recapts from
hoth Canada and the United  States
sl compiaiuts are beitg heard {rom
ail parts of the continent. The appies
taoked mee wien micked, ud do not
scemnt to be holding up, to guality atall.
we quote prices hiere as follows 1=
Califorala naval oranges, $56 (0 $35.30,
Go. seedllugs, $1.25 to $4.75; Mexican
cranges, $4.50;,  lemous, new Califor-
unias. per box, $5.00 to $3.50; bau-
anas, per bunch, £2.25; apples, winter,
[3.510 per bLL; snow apples fancy, St
per barrol; Malaga grapes, in kegs, yor
keog, $7.50; cranberries per barrel,
$7.25; cocoanuts, per dozen, 30c; Gren-
oble walnuts, Lic, Tarragonn alonls,
15¢; peanuts, green, 9 to 10c; roasted,
12¢: pecan nuts, 13c per 1b.; clhicstuuts,
15¢: hickorwy nuts, 10c per li: maple
sugar, per 1, Ue: apple ader, 335¢
per gallon iu barrels and hnlf Larrels;
fruit cider put up in 20 and 30 mal-
ion kegs, per gallon, 40¢: figs, in toxes,
Yo 1bg new Callfornia layver figs In
10 1h. boxces, $1.60 %o $1.73: row Siny-
rnas in glave bores $2 per doz. in 10-1b,
toxos S1.75 per box, and n 30-1. “ox-
o8 20¢ 1.5 datos 7o por o sweut pota-
toes, per barrel. $5; honoy, in 1 1b.
mings jars, per dozen jars, S2.50; Span.
ish ontors, $1.25 per crate; Awmerlcan
red ounlons, 2¢ per 1b.
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GROCERIES.

The changes In tho grocery markes
this week are mostly of muer wpors.
ance.  Trade has been quleter 1 cou-
soguenco of the bad state of country
reuds  Prices are fiem on all staple
lines and any changes are i the dires
tlonr of advances. Canucd tomatoos
have hieen  ralsed: to $2.25 to $2.30,
which is Se higher than a weok HYLGR
These aro costing $1.10 In Ontario now.
Canued meats are costing more au
packing centres than leretoforo and
while there has been no chiange here
as yet owing to the fact that stocks
ln jobbers hands to.-day were bought
av the lowor prices the advances aro
snre W be followed when furthor sup-
phes have o bo obtained, which wiil
bo soun.  Green Rio coffeo has agnin
advanced and 15 now 1-2c¢ iligher than
lnst week's quotations with overy liko.
lihced of woing still higher. ‘This s Jue
not s0 much to shortago m supply us
0 lnerease in cousumption which has
wen very noticcable this yoar. New
Sultana raising are now in stoek and
selling at from 101 2 to 1ie per pound.
They are of nico quality. Raisins
Gtve  disclosed  still furthor stren:rth
this week,  Flne off stalk goods e
rarticelarly firm and ahmost entirely
out of first hands.  ‘To bring them in
now at prices quoted cast would cost
about $2.00, while layvers would cost
about $210 to $213.° The tendency
Is w go still higher. Californja rais.
s are quite beyvond reach at present
as 3 crown musentels would cost 9
to 91-1¢ w lay down. Apricots are
firmer and are now worth 17 1.2 to
1%¢ hiere, . :

HARDWARE.

The market is witliout chango thiv
week. Notwithstandiug  tho small
movesent  of  bustmess  at  country
roluis due to bad roads, cte., there is

considerable demand for  seasonable
lines of hardware.
IMPLEMENTS,

Saicsmcu for all the leading  cou-
cerus are now on the road for spring
orders, and reports so far are  very
satisfacwry. Bad roads are wakiug
it difficult w0 get around, and pro.
gress made so far ig smaller on this
account. The demuand for sleighs und
catters, i a retall way, has not vcom.
mencea yev. The effect on business of
the ndvanced prices for next yearwy
gcods iy hardly measurable, ret, but
Is 1ol expected to be serious.  Some
Wibnipeg  dealers are  stock-taking,
sl the rest will follow this month,

PAINTS, OILS AND SLASS,

Prices remain unchanged, aithough
eah dinseed oil and turpentine prices
are higher an the east. It is believed
that tuese will advance here in 3t fow
days.  White lead will nlso be ad.
vanced snortly as at preseat factory
prices 10 15 worth $7.23 laid down In
Winnipog.

SCir Y.

Accumulations of metal serap have
Leen shipped this week to conswining
markets aud deaiers have Leen busy
with these slupments, While there does
nm scem te be any falling oif in the
ceusumptive demand there is an casier
teadency in the warket for serap
metals.  The fron marked is peraaps
showing tie niost signs of weakuess.
The Boston mwarket §s roported dull.
Preseat prices are likely to le shaded
a Jittle. Rags are the only vommoil-
ity which Lisplay sigus of sStrength.
Tlhicse arce dkely lo go higher at con-
suming poluts, We jjuotle prices here
as follons, No. 1 cast  iron Irce
from wrought and malleable. St
per ton; No. 1 stovo plate, $3 ver



