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The year 1898 witnessed cousider-
aple activity mn rallway building in
Western Conada.  Within the boun-
daries of the proviaes of Manitoba
atone construction work was carried
«u vy no fess than five separate and
wistmet linee of railway. The list is
maae up of the extension northwest-
wird of the Lake Manitoba Rallway
and Canal Company's rallway, tamii-
iarly known as the Dauphin road: the
construction of the first section of the
Aanitoba ana Southeastern rallwafv:
the ronstruction of & new branch in
tht- southwestern portion of the prov-
inew by the Northern Paclfic company:
the cxtenston m a northerly lirection
¢f tho Stonewall branch of the C. 1.
It.- and coustruction work on u west-
eriy extenston of the Plpestone branch
of ihe Jast named company. This, it
wil. be admitted, makes a very good
showing for mew raliway work in
Manitoba for 1888,

MANITOBA SOUTHIEASTERN.

A brief reference to vach cne of
these lines wili be in order. Probuably
the most important of the iatlways
mentioned s the Manitoba & South-
vastern, ag this line is expected soon
to become a portion of a through
line to Lake Superior, thereby form-
ing another great trunk line outlet
for our grain and other export pro-
ducts 1t is therefore mwore than a
lovat line for the development of the
vonniry through which it wil pass,
The Southeastern will connect with
the Ontario & Railny River railway,
now in course of construction in
nerthwestern Ontario, and form the
through line mentioned. This im-
portant work is not likely to be com-
pletea this year, but there seems gpood
reason: to believe that it will be con-
sammated within two years.

But aside from the expectittion of its
bcomng & through line. the Sauth-
eactern has already done an hmport-
ant work in developlug & new sectlon
of countr;. which was previously
withoue  rallway communication.
While railways have been bullt free-
!y west of the Red River, that por-
tion o Danitoba east of the
Red river hng been almost entirely neg-
lectedd,  The Southeastern is the first
railway for Eastern Manitoba since
the Vmerson branch of the Canadian
Pacific raiiway (the first bit of rall.

;Jv:;l\t constracted in  Manitoba) was
nisc.
The portion of this’ railway con-

striuctad last year extends from Win.
nipeg in 1 sountheasterly direction a
distanex: of forty-six miles. This first
sucetion of the road is completed and
is now heing operated. It passes
throuzh an excellent agrievitural ang
stock country, includine the fine coun.
try about St. Anne. " The present end
of the road 13 jnst about where the
forest region begins, which forest ex.
tends eastward to the Lake of the
Woods.  Between the forest countiy
and Winnipeg is found the usmal Red
lI){lv;;r valley prairie, interspersed with
1t} 418

One result of the completion of this
plece of railway, is the openlug of &
Bew sonrce of supply of wood fuel. A
large quantity of cordwood has al
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ready come into the city ovor the
new Toad, Jesulting in a
reduction in the price of wood fuel
whicli is niuch appreciated by the con.
sumer. The wood country is broughs
closer to the city by this road than
by any of the other rallways reach.
lng wooud districty, consoquently there
In a saving in freight rates.

Another result of the building of this
road will e the establishing of large
saw mills in Winnipeg. The Rat
Portage Lumbter company has ulready
socured property in Wmnlpeﬁc. with the
objecy of establishing a large saw
mill in the clty. When the road is
extended to the Lake of the Woods
or the Ralny river, it will provide a
means of hauuling saw logs from the
timber country tributary to those
waters, to Winnipeg. The charter of
the rallway company provides for a
speclai low freight “on saw
loos and  cordwood  to Winnd-
peg so that there i3 a guarantee
that any lumber industry es
tabiished here will get o favor.
able freight rate for logs over th?2
road.

The Southeastern has not yut se-
cured terminal facilitles in Winnipeg.
The trains now come Into the city on
the Canadinp Pacific railway track.
The stations l~cated on this road are
Joretie. Dufresne, Ste. Anne, La
Broquere and Marchand.

THE DAUPHIN RAILWAY.

Another importaut rallway work
carried on last year was the exten-
s'on of the line famliliarly known as
the Dauphin road. The officinl name
of this eompany is the Lnke Mani-
tobn Railway and Canal Co.. hut it
hag heen recently announced that the
name of the company will be chane-
ol to the Canada Northern. 2 much
more appropriate title for the road.
This rond s the youncest line in
Manitoba. with the exception of the
foutheastern. and it has been pushed
shead each year vigorously. Some
fifty-six miles o' new road were built
last year and andded to th= portion
now being operated. This includes the
portion of the road extending in a
northerly direction from Sifton
station.

The vauphin rond has Opened up a
now and excellent agricuitural coun-
try. and as a colonization rond it is
the most important work done in
Mnanitoba since the cnrly days of the
construction of the Canadinn Pacific
railway. Since the complation of tle
first section of this rond two years
ago. 0 large number of new settlers
have rone into the districts tributary
to the road. anl a number of new
towns hnve hpen established at points
alonwr the line. The princinal point 9
the town of Dauphin. which was tho
centre of an Isolnted agricultural
sottlement before the road was huilt.
There are ak fine acricultural dis-
tricts in northern Mnnitoba as inany
other part of the province, and with
the railway facilities now being ex-
tended in this direction. we may ex-
pect that in tima the north will com-
pare favorahly with the older settled
sections of the soutlt in point of pop-
ulation and general prosperity.

© oo

685

‘About Lunke Winnipegosls there 18 a
fino timber countrvy which has been
opened up by the construction of this
road. A saw mill has been erected
at the lake, and thus anotlier sourve
of lumber ‘supply has boen established.
An  important fighing Industry has
also been established on the lake.
The stations located on the new ex-
tension of this road are Ethelbert,
Garland, Pine River, S8clater and
Cowan. .

NORTHERN YPACIFIC EXTENSION.
" The new railway work done in Mant-
toba lugt year by the Northern Pacl-
flc company consists of the construe-
tiol of a new branch in the south.
western tortion of the province. The
new line starts from the Morris-Bran-
branelt  of this road, near
the tows of Behnont, and runs in
westerly direction a distance of 46
1-2 mi'es. The present temporary ter-
mlnus of the road is o few miles (rom
the town of Hartney. The road runs
through an old aund well sett ed dis.
triet. and allords additional raliway
facilitles to an excellent agricultural
country. The following stations have
beeit leecated on the new road: Nin.
ctte, Dunrea, Minto, Fairfax and Bl
gin. If the road Is not extended into
Hartney, another station will be es.
tablished near this town.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
EXTIENSIONS.

The priteipal railway work done in
Manitoba last year by the Canadian
Pacific Rallway Co. was the extension
northward of the Stonewall branch, n
distare2 of 20 miles. The object of
this extension was w afford railway
facilities to the settlers residing in the
excellent agricuitural country extend-
ing northward from Stonewall. A
number of settiers went into this dis.
trict in the early days of settlement
here and they have long been working
to secure a railway. Two statious
have been iceated on the new line and
grala elevagors have already heen er-
ected at each of these. There is no
tetter mixed farming country in Man.
itoba than this district and with im.
proved railway facil. it shomld
secure many new settle.s. The new
statiows are Balmoral anl Teulon.

THE PIPESTONE BRANCH.

Some work was dome in the diree-
tion of extending the Pipestone branch
of the ¢ P. It. in Southwestern Man.
itoba. About nineteen miles of new
road wevegradeql, exteenling westward
from the present terminus of the road
at Reston. Owing to pressure of other
work the company was pot able to
get the ralls lald before winter set
in, consesjuently the road is yet in an
unfinished state. Only a few miles
were Jroned and this has not yet
been operated. The Pipestcne branch
extensiom, when ecompleted. wili af-
fordd much needed railway facllit’es to
an excellent agricultural district. No
stations have been Icpated yet on
this extension.

GOOD PROSPECTS FOR 1899.

T'rospects for new raitway work dur-
g 1899 are good. In fact railway
extensions aggregating a  greater
mileage than was bullt last year, are
already us gooa a8 assured. The most
important extemsion In regard to
length of new road to be built will un-
doubtedly be the Cannda Northern or
Dauphin road, wkich it is the inten-
tion to bulld as fayr us the Saskatche-
wan river. a distance of 120 to 130
miles. This wall take the road some
distance beyond the boundary of the
province of Manitoba, and into the
temritory of Saskatchewan. It I8 be-



