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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Saturday, August 7.

Business matters liave been moving
along In a fairly satisfactory manner.
There ts some talk about slow collec-
tions, whiclf, however, is not an un-
usual thing, especlally at this tjime of
the year, when the farmers have only
butter and live stock to dispose of.
In most jobbing lines business i3 re-
ported as good. Jobbers are beginning
to siip out Mall goods In textile
brauches. A feature of tho trade this
week is tho first orders for supplies
for the Klondyke gold camps, prders
for flour and butter having been filled
liere. If this gold country turns out
anything at all equal to reports, it
will be a great factor as a consumer
of our produce in & short time. What
with great mining camps to east of
us, mining camps to west of us, and
miniug camps to north of us, the
vutlook for the food producers of our
prairle reglon is certainly quite hope-
ful. We have now. a home market on
all sided of the prairie food prodicing
belt, and a fiome market is almost in-
variably tle best market; A decidedly
better mové_{nnp is reported fn Jand
snles. e large 1and corporatious re-
port sales greatly in advance of prev-
jous yeurs, Bank cleariugs for July at
Winnipeg, as will be seen by the tabla
in another rolumn, have been veory
largely in excess of previous yoars. In-
terest rates hold at 7 to 8 per cent. for
ordingry mortgage loaus, belug veually
7 per cent on city and 8 per cent.on
farm property. Baunk discount zrates
at tho same figures,

. g i . .
\Vinnipeg, Saturday Afternoon, Aug. 7.
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, ETC,

Harvesting machinery and suppfes
are now going out [reely. The season’s
arade in mowers is. now about over,
-Binders and. binding twine liave heen
thie principal things moving this week,
and -dealers have  been kept busy
bandling thewe lines. Miere i3 some
talk about a probability of a scarcity
of binder twine. toward the end of the
season, but it is of course difficult to
say whether or not this is auything
more than the usual prediction of this
time ol year. It is sald that as
binder twine goes on the free 1st
next year, no one wants to durry
over any stock, hence there is a dis-
position to keep stocks down to a
quantity not likely to be’'in excess of
sales. ' This-1s*the -basis on waich pre-
dictions of a'shortage later o are
‘made: - There i8' acousiderable vari-
ety of twine in the market, and quo-
tations vary.in-like ‘proportionTwine
18 solling tob ‘consuters here at from
Sc upward, as to quality and age. *

FISH.

Salmon was a litile lower, owing to
the big catceh In British Columbia late-
J¥- Halibut are also easier. S8hip-
ments of Manltoba whitefish are go-
ing forward at frequent intervals to
pointe east and soutl. -Lake Super-
jer trout are scarce this week. Job-

THE ‘COMMERCIAL

bing prices are ns follows: White § 1-2,
pickeral 4c, trout 9o, salmon 12¢.kip-
pered goldeyes 80¢, doz. Oysters are
quoted at 70c for solects in cans. Hall-
bute 10¢ per 1b.

GROCERIES.

There 18 some figuring on new drled
fruits, but little if any business has
been done yet. The talk about a
firmer market for canped salmon, on
account of alight catch of fish, has
flattenod out ~n account of the ar-
rival of sucl. . mbers of fish in the
British Columbja rivers. New stratw-
herries are offering at easier prices
than the last of the old pack.

GREEN FRUITS.

A new line in thio markot this week
is Washington state crabs. They are
put up in boxes of about thirty pounds
net, or 3% pounds gross woight, and
aro very fine quallty. Thoy come a
littlo higher than the castern erabs,
which will be in the market later on,
but it must be rememberad that the
supply of eastern crabs has usually
been unequal to the demand. Lust
year thero were plenty of crabs, hut
in almost every previous year there
was o shortage to meet requirementa
hero. Western apples row offering
are better quality than ecarlier ar-
rivals, but their keeping qQuality is
still somewhat lmited. There is stjll
o scarcity of Californ'a npeaches and
plums, but abundance of pears are of-
fering at lower prices. 'omatoes are
easier. Our remarks of last week
will continue to apply to oranges aud
lemons. It is impossibio to get any
number of small 8’ses in oranges, the
variety now in the market having a
tendency to run to largoe slzes, Cali-
fornin lemons uow in the market are
excellent quality. #Melons are lower.
Blueberrics are coming along a little
more freely and tlio price declined to
10¢ this week. Owing to light re-
celpts so far, 1t Is concluded the crop
1s short. Prices are as follows: Call-
dfornla, late Vaolencla oranges $6 to
§6.50  box, Messina lemons $6; ban-
anas per bunch, $L75 to $2.50; Cali-
fornia. lemons., $8 o box; pie plants
11-2¢ per 1b; tomatoes, $1.25 per
crate of 4 baskots; California plums.
$1.75; California peaches, per
nox; Cali‘ornia Bartlett paars, $3
to §8.23 Washnigton pears, Clapp’s
favorites, $3 to §8.25 box: onfons, 34
per 100 1bs; watermelons, $4.50 to
$5: Washiington crabs. $1.15 to $1.25
box: blueberrios, 10e 1b.

HARDWARE,

Mhere is not o single change to re-
port in this branciv this week, in any
staple line, :Business 1is good. Soce
quotntions on anotlier page.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

Trade in this branch s very steady
and it is seldom that so long a time
elapses without achange in prices of
some staples. There is still nochange
to note in prices this week. See quota-
t1 ns 01 ano 'her p1pe.

TOBACCOS.

The twhacco situation has been tlie
cause of much jnconvenience and an-
noyance to the grocery trade. When
the duty was first announced on the
raw ‘eaf, manufacturers closed up, as
they were not aware as to the exact
fuereasz whieh the new duty would
cnuse in the cost of the goods, awing
to some doubt as to thie meaning of
tho clause relating to tobacco. The
manufacturers sent deputations to
Ottawa, and by the time the mat-
ter was defined and understood, con-
siderable time had been lost. By the

time the factorles resumed work,
stocks in staplo lines had*been con-

siderably reduced. Tobaccos have to be
lield lor aconsiderable time at the
factorios, after their manufacture, to
permit of thelr ripening properly be.
tore shipment, as thoy may mould
if shipped too soon. This applies
particularly - to the chewing
qualities. All this caused delay and
1u the meantime stocks Lecamo a'most
exhausted, In the staple chowlug
plugs, to retall a4 10 cemts, which
have the principal sale liere, the mar-
ket has beeti entirely bare and manu-,
facturers have not been able to re-
plenlsli the demand to any extent. A
limited supply of this linoe is expected
in a few days, as word was recelveq
that one of the eastern [factorics
would ship some lhere about July 24,
and the goods should soon arrlve, and
furthier shipmeants will doubtlegs soon
follow. The new goods, manufactur-
ed since the change in the duties, will
be altered In size to meet the higher
prive, as previously reported in Tiie
Commercial, so retall prices will re-
matn tho same. Sevens will be chang-
ed to eight to the pound, so as to re-
tail as before at 10 cents per plug,
notwithstanding the advance in the
price, and, other sizes in proportinn

None of the new sizes have arrived
hero yet, but goods on the way will he
of the .new sizes. Smoking tobaccos
have not been so scarce as chewing

Some new size T. & B. is expecied the
{first of the week. They whl be 4s
instead of 8s as before the change in
the duty. Consumers will not lkely

notice much difference in the siz~ «f
the ten cent plug, but the new fiv-
cent plug will Jook pretty small, at
sixteen to the pound.

TEXTILE LINES.

Jobbers are now beginniug to send
out fall goods in clothing and furnish
ings.  Fmportations and domest.c
goods are now ¢oming to hand fredly,
aund ahipplog will be more active alit.
tle later on in the month,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT-The wheat market has
been frregular this week and active.
Prices were very atroug early in the
week, reaching the highest point sinca
thie udvance pet In on Wednesiay,
when No. 1 hard sold at &4 1-2¢, aflont
Fo t Wiltam, Oa M n'ay there wer:
sales at s2c on. On Thursiay there
was 8 very sudden and unexpected col-
lapse in the market, Chlcago dec ining
8c during the day. The dec’ine was
probably «lue to a suddén alarm among
speculatces, ow partly to heavv re-
sales of wheat sald to have be~n prev-
jously sold for export. The market
wag worked up partly on these reports
af export fmles, and then tl.e wheat
wag & 11 back agalu. Vestarday,
howsever, the market was un the
whole a strotig one, though therewas
a wilde range In prices at Chioag » with
sharp advances and as heavy dec fues.
Here wheat sold down to 811-2¢ on
the break on Thursday, for No. 1
hard, sales having been made at this
figure on Thursiday and Friday morn-
Ing. At the close yesterday there
were bids at 821-2 to 828-ic, but
ro eellers under 83c. No. 2 hard s
held at about 21-2c under No. 1 hard,
and No. 3 hard 812 to 4c under No. 2.

FLOUR.—The market has been very
strong in sympathy with wleat
Large saleg of Aanitoba flour are re-
ported from eestern Canada markets
for domestic and export trade. at ad-
vaneing prices. Here pri-es have ad-
vanced agaln this week, some branh
belng quoted &c higher, .white other




