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THE WREAT Ahi) PLO1R DUITES,
lu tho comiug tarif! of im the question

of the whett and fleur dutiow iR a inatter of
somo internat, partioularIy in tho Wost. It
is hardly liÇely thera vili bho any change iii
the dutY On thee cmmoditics, untesa the
goveràilOflt5UcCeOds in aegotiating a reci-
procity treity with tho Unitedi Statos. lu
lact WCe do nt, look for many very radical
charges in tho tarif! la regard to ail claFcs
et gonds, unless it bho through the adoption
of a trade treaty 'with the republic. Il the
guverarnont could suoceud in arranging a
reciprocity treaty with the United States
there would bo many important changes in
tho tarif!. The Commercial, howevor, dae
flot regard tho prospects as vory oncouragixg
for oecuring a favorable treaty with the
republie. ln the eont of our overturos
beibg rejected ai Wasington, as they wil
probalily be, tie govornment will simply bc
ini a peaition te make a moderatto revision oi
the tarif! in the diren.bJon of lower dutios.
There ore certainiy a number of enbuses
whlich have trept in umder our syatem of
protection, 'which requiro correcxting; but
tho general in'ore5t and the flnanc;al, ro-
qurements of the country rendier it noes-
sary that tarif! roforni shotild bu carried
out in a steady and progressive maner,
rather thai' in a swLeping change of or
fj'ea1 system. Nit.h pretectvve principles
mgain in the ascondancy ini the United

States, the conditionîs are ronderod stilI lessi
favorable for tarif! ro!ors -bore.

As regards the wheat and fleur dut es ln
particular, as already stated, WCe do flot ex-
pect any ch inges oxcopt through reniprocity
with the VUuitod State3, and the latter, ira do
net regard as at ail probable at the présent
tirne. So long as our neighbors inaintain
the hîgh tarif! wall against our products,
thora will b. few Canadiens 'who will be
found wiiling te modity the tarif! in their
laver. As wbeat, is producedl for export in
both countries, freo trade in this cereal
would net under ordinary circumgtances
niake any great differonco. Se long as pricos
ruIe at an expert basis in both countrims a
duty on whoat would flot; mako auv difter-
ence tu ,,itbor. it bas soveral tiaxes boon the
case, hoever, that uwbeat bas ruled abôve
au esport basis in Manitoba. For iffstauce,ea
this crep prlces have ruiled bigher hiera right
ali)«> tban comparative values in United
Sttes markets. *With free trade in irbeat,
Ontario millers would buy their requ ire-
nients of bard wbeat la Dàluth whqnever
prices bere avanced aboya a pa*rityý with
that market. Se far as bas beauo indicated
by the markets in recont year, me have
notbîng tegain by remeving the auîty on
vhtat.

Regarding.fleur, one effect, ef the romoval
of tho duty oný fleur weuldbea te b and over
the îgrowing traite in.Briiish Columbia te the
Miliers of tis Pacifie Cost states. The
freigbit rate is'so.heavily against Manitoba

tailiers in compoting for the Blritisha Coluîn-
bia trado, that 'vithout tho duty they wuuld
flot 'ho ablo te hold tho flritisit Columbia
market. It la aise probable tbat Unitedi
States miliera woulti bo ablu at times te
tindorsoîl àlanitei>azniliersilethu markots et
Listera Canada, by sýcurin- c'lts in freiglit
rates, or taking ridvantage et other circum-
stances in thoir lavor.

CREDIT ;BUlSINESS.
It is te 'ho hopoti tîjat thu improvcd condi-

tiens apparent throiighout our wvesternt agri-
cultural districts wili resuit in a still turther
reduotion et credit business. Congiderablo
progress has been mado during reeent years
in roducing business te a botter basis in this
country. In the earlior years the disjposition
te go iute dohti was everywhero tee mach in
ovidoure. The farinera mare net te blatme
for this, as thoy wero incossautly ur.gedu te
buy, and-as tho pio.qpoctq locked' bright
abead, they did boy onrodîit vory much bc-
yend thoir means. Thon came a period et
loir pricos for agriculviral preduots and cou-
sequeatly bard times anxong tho farmors.
WVith the low prices to wlîich agriculturnl
prodoots shrank, farmoe fteuud la a heavy
task te met their obligatioîns. Gradualiy,.
however, tho load lias leen ruicédoaud dur-
in- the lasa two 3'ears a very uinbticeable im-
provemeant bas 'heen apro-nt la tha contî-
tien et the country. Credit businesî liaq also,
boon greaaly redocod, uxn 1 tu thie cauîo may
bho justly attributed te soe extont the ilm-
provemoat whicb la Dow. apparent.

The p'Orioti of low prices au-1 depression is
net without its losson. la bas taught the
value et koeping a check upon crodît7-busi-
noss With improved ainies and more cash.
la circulation, la should bc pos3ible tu maake
turther aaîd more rapi-t progress la tho direc-
tion of ostn.blish1ug business ou a sound and
sub3tantial cash basîis. la sncb lines as ira-
plemecats, carrnages, solling herses te farmiers,
etc., if a gooti percentage et cash more de-
manded at tho tine the sale is male, it would
di-3couraite purchasers from going beonti
their moans or buying article; îvhich they
coulai got along without. Si long as sucb
articles cao be obaainod ontircly on credia,
thora is certainly a areat encouragement te
go tee deeply into dobt Mcrahants ahrough-
eut the country sho -tld aiso ho ablo to taIse
advantage o! the situatz.mn tu reduce credit
business na much as possible.

Credit business is a source et groat lo3s te
the country. It is a l039 te those who boy
on amodia cspecialiy, as wail as te the country
in generai. In the flrst place, thu knowledge
that credit is traely available, 1-3 an encour-
agemnent te over-baying on tho part ef tho
consumers. The future te a great xnaty
people always appeax-s presperous, andi this is
an encouragement to bay tbivgs that. are
net. a.ctually necdied at the Lime. lai expecta-
tien the~ in the future iL miii 'ho an easy
matter te nicot the liabilities incurroti. If
credit business wcre restricted and paymoot
of running accouats eXpccted at shdrter
dates, the dsire te keep down iulhass te-mithin the clear ability et the bay "r te psywould 'ha more appareat. As a ruie ail faZn
produce bngs ready cash or .its eluivalen-

la this ceuntry, aud thia boing the case,
farmér.s iro have becomno Wall estabiished
should be able te ppy caqh, or scttle up lit

sîlortor dates thon ii cusaemnary in inany
parts et Manitoba.

Il consumors would pay cash thoy would
bho able te boy at closer prices. Tho
maerchant Nuho gives credit mûut altoir fer
bad dobts. To .givo credit nt ail ineans te
make quine bad dobts, and the moeant
must allowv rornething fer suab ceatiugencies.
Thon there is tho extra cost et hook-keoping,
the loss ia forgetting te charge gondî, tho
extra cost ef colleeting, frequeatly including
hoavy law expenses, etc. Ait these thiogs
add oxpensos and costs te the merchant, and
of course hia% te 'ho paid for by tho consumner.
This is sufficient tu indicato that business
could b. denc on a considerably smnaller
margin, and ivith greater estisfaution te the
merchbant and constiuer alike, if it ware
reduced te a cash busis.

Manitoba maerchants cemplain et tho dis-
position among their custo3mor.s te senfi te
departmotntal stores in the East for goods.
This mail order business has' bcconie quit.
a feature of trade et recent yoars. Dlygiving
long and frec credits, country merchanots
enablofl thpir cuistemers te send away for
galodi. If they bad tu pay cash te their
local merehauts for irbat they require, they
wouId net have tho meixey te send away for
goods Many consumners are just; mean
enougx tu do this. They mii buy on credit
at home and send their cash away, for it
mnust bo understood that they must st nd the
cash %,,heu ordPring frein tho citios.

The best way to stop the practice et ienti-
ig amay for gonds, weuld bu for country

maerchants We adopt a cash systeno. That
weuid operato in twe -mays tu prevent cns-
temers frei sonding away for goods. It
woulti cornpel theno te spend their cash for
the purchases thoy more ebigefi tu niake
frein thoir local dealer, and socondly, it
weuld enable the local dealer te compote te
otter ad vantago with the eastorn nierchant.

If consumers would pay cash te their local
dealers, they mould in meot cases secure
botter resuîts than ln sending away for
geods, fer if the local dealer could free bita-
self et the extra eipenseofe doivg a credit
business, ho woulti ho ablo te seli quito as
cheaply as the cash dealar in the cities.

THE BUSINESS hI9N'S UONYVENTIOK.
Invitations have boon issued by the WVin-

uipeg board of triade for the business maen's
convention, te 'ho held ila Winuipege n Thur-.
day, Febroary 4 and following days. The,
flrst session will ho convoneti at ciglit o'clock
la the ofnnge the day nameti and wili
precet imeiately t eoffct au ergani.
zation. The cemimittea et the Winnipeg
board of trade Niill take charge et the conven-
tion Up to the time that organization is ef-
fectcd, alter which eorything wili ho in the
bands et the delegates prasent. Ail rose.
lutions intonded for prosentation, at the con-
vention shouiti ho forwardeti te the secretary
of tho Winnipeg board et trade as early as
possible. A speelal rate bas beon secureti
frein the rallways, for delegates te the con-
vozitlen. It is eipectea a large attendano. ef
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