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EDITORIAL NOTES.

War thE Yooxo Forks Leave Us.—One of the chirf reasons that oar
rural districts ato bejng desorted, is tho fact that our farmers make no
roturns, saving thoso of board and clothing, to their ablo bodied svns and
daughtors, and hence the youug peoplo leave the home and farm, and seck
their fortunes e'sowhore. In consequpnco of this the farms are not being
worked to ono-half of their capacity, or thu farmers are ob iged lo engige
and pay outside help. This old-fashioued idea, that it is the duty of young
peop:e to work for their parents without romuneration, is, o bolieve, one
of the principal reasons for the desertion of our country homes.

Haxspre It CaneruLny.—We have recently been rominding our country
readers of some of tho dotsils of farm life that can be attended to with protit
during the comparatively loicure months of sinter and very carly spring.
This i3 an excollent time for removing the large stones and stumnps, which
have beon for many yea's, perhaps, a nuisanco to all on tho farm. They can
now bo removed by caroful blasting, and the bit of land which they have
oncumbered may Ve reclaimed and tho appoaranco of the fields great:y im-
proved by their romoval. A word of caution is however necessary to
farmors who mean to handle dynamite for tho purpose. The greatest caro
should be taken in dealing with this most useiul and dangorous of oxplosives,
olso a fatal or painful accidont may result from its use,

Tus Fauy or D& Lessers.—Ferdinand DoLessops is now a fallen greet
map, and tho very powers which brought about his pro-eminence among men
have united to make his downfall tho more conspicuous. For ourssives we
havo littlo but sympathy to offer to the man whose name was so frecly used
by a hoard of dishonest sharpers, he whom his relatives and {riends con-
spired to disgraco.in ordor to shicld their own dishcnest transactions. Tho
namo of Dol.tssops, tho daring inventor, the brilliant practical thinker, is
clouded, but not wholly obscured. In the coming century his great Suez
canal will bo his lasting monument. Lot his son aud son-in-law bear the
shamo of their own misropresentations, and let the closing years of tho old
man’s lifo bo frood from tho calumny. The formal s-ntence and imprison-
ment woro perhaps demanded by law, but shame, overlasting shame to his
dooply indebted countrymen, if the s:ptence is ever altowed to becomo
more than a formality. All of us sro liable to bo deceived by imposters.
Those of us whoso minds are filled with absorbing thought, know how
difficult it is for tho one brain to invent, organize, and carry out in all its
dotsils a wide-reaching plan. To DoLessops much of this work came, ho
schioved glory in his lirst saterprise, whon his powors were at their best,
and bis hotpers honest, in tho second ho failed ignomibiously through the
dishonost porsons who attached thomsolves to him. IHis fall scoms to have
boen brought about mainly by his lack of knowledgo of faulty human nature,

Fouxp Wanting.—Qur pub'ic school system is commendablo from many
standpoints, but it falls short of the mark in tho training that is given in
country Jdistricts. Our geographies and othor school books deal at longth
with trado and commerco, industris] pursuits, otc, but the practical work of
tho farm is disposed of in o fow paragraphs, and tho wholo tondoney of tho
training is to givo our young peoplo a distasto for sgricultural occupations.
The fact is, young Nova Scotisns are being educated off the farm.

A TFrexent IsvestioN.—Two Fronch gontlomen who hopo to make largo
fortunes if thoy livo long eonough havo invented a modical eyringo, which
they have patonted in all countrica in tho world. It has cost both time,
onorgy and monoy tosecuro tho privilegoe of manufacturing in tho 64 coun-
tries in which o patont mav bo issued. An arrangoment has been mado
with 27 countrics in Amorica, 16 in Europe, 9 io Oceania, 8 in Africa and
4 in Asis, Tho public will now await with intorost the introduction of the
invontion.

Creanty axp Ecovodical !—The citizons of Berlin tako great pride 1n
tho cleanliness of their city, and tho active wzik which is continually being
put upon tho streots might bo copied with great profit by many of the
world 8 great cities, The city proper ie surrouuded by a farming district
which receives the full sowage of the great city, and in consequence 1s ono
of tho most valuable farming districts of the world  Tho streots of tho city
aro in tho caro of 700 civil sorvico laborors, whose dutiea aro to brush all
dirt, garbage, etc, into the sewers, and to scrub and saud the stroots at tho
bours when thero is least traffic  The resulis of this o'eanly and economn-
cal mothod are clearly indicated by tho sanitary roports of tho city.

A Lavpanre Wonk.—Thoreport of tho Britishand American Tract Scoiety
will be perused by many, and will quicken the interest of those who know
but little of the workiug of that corporation. During tho past year a woll-
fitted storo has been secured for the Society, and the amount of purchase
has been partially paid. Twolve men have been omployed as colporteurs,
and a large amount of good literature, bibles and retigious booka have beon
circulated by their agency. Religious visits wero mado to noarly 200 Pro.
testant families, who negiect attendasco at any church, and many hundreds
of similar calls were mado on Christian families living in remoto country
places, It has also beon tho aim of tho Society to supply Sunday school
libraries, hymn hooks, otc., at greatly reduced rates to needy districts, and
to aid io overy way in familiarizing tho Gospel and its teachirgs to thoso
who might otherw .eo bo shut oif from the blessing of rohigious nstruction.
For & quarter of a century tho Socioly has dono a notable work for the
community, and vow that its income is shown to bs inadequate to the de-
mands of its greatly oxtonded servico, wo trust that tho sons and daughtors
of those who woro first interested in tho foundation of the Suciety will 1e-
builld and restoro this glorious memorial of the roligions lifo of their fore-
futhers.

A ReasonasrLe Request.- -Many Criric readers will bo deeply inter
ested in the suggestions which Captain Rowland Hill, of the steamor
Halifaze, has rocontly made to the Dopartment of Marioo and Fishories at
Ottawa. Wo havo bron accustomed to believe that our Nova Scotian coasts
woro woll fonced with light-houses and buoys, but the Captain. while agree-
ing with the intention of socuring sifety to tho scaman, has quite con-
vinced us that the present provisions are both iil positioned and uiterly
inadequato for tho need of tho travelling and sea faring pub ic. Many of
the light houses along tho coasts aro sot in the midst of a group of dan-
gorous rocks or shoa:s, whon the nood of tho navigator is that they should
be sot somo miles to seaward of tho obstacles, Tho light houses at Sable
and Sesl Islands are singalarly ill placed, and are of little sorvica to the
marinors, who learn that {o sail near enough to sight them during rough
weather is to sail dircctly into dangoer Ia stormy weathor the sound of
tho automatic whistling buoys is often hidden by the wilder ncizes of the
s‘ormy clements, and the guidanco which thoy might afford islost. Orasin
tho caso of tho whistling buoy at Chobucto He.d, it frequently hsppens
that tho sound is carried oasily the distancoe of cight miles to Hahfax, while
it cannot ba heard half a mi.o to seaward by tho vessols for whose bonelit
it oxists. Cap ain Hill advocates the placing of light-ships ot intervals
along the outsido of tho dangerous coast olstacies, the placing of all fog
signa’'s woll to seaward of tho dangors which thoy indicste, and the plac-
ing of a largo buoy eouth of Capo Sable, whoro a rocky coast and a deceptive
mirago canbinoe tojdeceive the navigator Captain Hiit is a practical man with
a good sea-faring oxperiouco, and it bohooves us who have so little undet-
standing of the needs of tho class -t mon whoso causo bo so carnestly cham-
pions, to further his laudablo ondeavors to jmprove the condition of our
coasts, 50 that the yearly number of disasters may bo much lossenod,



