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The hopes of the would be lady members of county couricils have ngain
been doomed. In the House of Commons or bay 26t1, a bill proposing to
legalize the electiori of women ne membera of county councilý- %as
rejectcd by a vote Of 75 ta 52.. The time is not yet.

The licalth ai the Prince of %Vales is causing considerable an\iety to his
frientde. The attack «fgrippe from which lie rccently suf'iered is said Io have
been very 8lighit, and that the reel trouble witn theu Prince is varicose 'm
in his legs. He continues ta atténd theatres and halls, but is carefully
guarded frcpm incurring to0 mucb fatigue while thus enjoying hiiseli.

Tho influx of Ilebrcevs into Great l3ritain, consequent upon thicir expul.
sion froin Russia, is causing some alarmn. They are said ta be arriving in
London at the rate oi Soo weekly, and as they are nearly ail deotitute thcy
are captured by Ilsweaters," and work for the lawest possible ivages-barcly
sufficlent to keep body and sont tagether. A long train oi evils will be sure
to follow Ibis niovement, and the authorities are being daily petitioned ta
introduce legislation to exclude destitute aliens. The Jews are having a
bard lime af it.

Dr. Tanier, Preaidont ai the French Academy of Medicine, han just
publishcd a promie that, ta the wife ai cvery poor nman ini his native town
af flurgundy, he will give a present of zoo francs-about *20-for each
child born ta ber during the year 1892. The question ai population is an
anxiaus ane in France, and the warthy dactor's offcr will do flot a little
towards nmakixig him, popular, flot only with the people af Burgundy, but
amorg aIl who desire ta see a normal increase in the number ai inhabitants
in France. Qucen Victoria gives a bounty to, every womnan wbo hau triplets
born ta her, but Dr. Tanier goes Her Mlajcsty two better in offering a raward
for ane child. But then the population question looks afier itself pretty
well in-Great Britain, and the Queeen's bouaty appears ta be more in the
way af a consolation tban anything eisc.

The unequal distribution ai those blessings ai wbich a quiver full is
suppoecd ta give happineas, is the subject ai a letter in Public Opiniun from
J. J. I3ritton, who euggest8 a sort ai Exchange and MaiL for the purpose of
correcting the iaitakes af nature in this respect. Mr. llritton enlarges
upon the desolation af homes when there are no little ones ; when the
womani graws sed and fretful, morbid and irritable, sud the man absorbed
and selfish; when Lhe days are Ion ely, and the outloak ta aId age and fail-
ing bealth dreary. The ather side ai the picturo represents the stabe ai
affairs in thousinds ai the homes uf the respectable poor wben the supply ai
olive branches is aver-abundant, and where lite becomes a bard and unceas-
ing strugglc because of the number ta be provided for. He points out that
the children af sucb people have no fair chance in the woild, and as a
renaedy for trouble in bath the childless homes and the over-crowded anes,
proposes the establishmient ai a bureau for effecting the adoption ai child
ren. llUs plan is that people in ueed af children should select theni of
tender yeais froni the tamilies ai poor people of their awu class-tl.at is the
children ai poor gentlefolk sbould bo taken by rich gentlefolk, and seona-
aud that they sbould pay a umi of money or a sinali, annuity ta the parents
for relinquishing theiroafspring. Mr. Britton daims that the echeme would
be for the benefit ai ail parties, and the childless fathers and mothers wbo
adopt the children would reap the reward ai having something besides theni-
selves ta care for; the children theniselves would get a fair start in lite, and
the parents would bc rclievcd ai the burden ai supporting s0 many. This
is a very fine echenie an paper, but we fancy that very few parents ai fine
character-sucb as are recommnendcd in the letter-would, care ta sell tbeir
offspring in a cold-blooded busine8s-like inanner, no malter wbat their
necessities might be, and inost people in adopting a cbild would consider
the payaient of nioney ta the parents rather 100 ranch of the good thing.
This attenapt at balancing the book af existence is xnuch more easily said
than donc.

.An amusing story ai the Russian Censorsbip is told in the Forinigilly
llevitio by J. E. Bl. b:nin. The discretionary power vesbed in a Censor
&p- cars ta bc almost uLlimied-tbiat is an the sida ai severity, on which he
may cri with inipunity, but he must neyer stretch a point in the direction
af indulgence, wbicb would inevitably prove suicidai. This explains Mr.
Lanin's experieuce, wbich ha recnles as follows :-Il A wceekly periodical
which 1 was in the habit ai receiving possessed an irresistible attraction for
the Ceusai appainted. ta rend it, whose educatio1. bad been rather neglected
lu his youth. Bcing cornpelled somewbat late in lite ta give lessons in
English granirar aud literature, he was laudably desirous af acquiring, for
bis owra satisfaction, a kuawledge ai the language wbich be was being paid
ta t.cacb. He selectcd my periodical for bis experiment, and began ta read
it over slowly and nrith difficulty, warking niost zealously wîîh the dictiouary
for ten days at a ime, while 1, ignorant ai bis efforts, was cngaged in an
angry correspondence with my booksellar an the subject of the delay.
Several numbers never reached mue rit aIl. Once wben marc than usually
desirans ta sec the periodical, in order ta read an interesting paper that haad
appeared therein, I applied ta a Russian ncquaintance wbo, I was aware,
cscasionally reccived acopy. On rnquaryho wever,bhaprovcd oLae mercly
a borrowcr, not a sabscriber ; but be kiudly promised ta cudeavor ta pro.
cure me the number I was seekang for' He kcpt bis word and sent me the
journal, whtch 1 found, ta iny extremne surprise, ta bc my own capy, paid
for by trie, but rcad and awned by the Censar, who had lent il ta the firiend
froni 'hon my Ilussian acquaintance had borrowed it. It was only lent ta
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nie for that anc day, and I neyer set my eyes upon il aftcrvardi. An offi-
cial whani I consulted as ta the ndvissbility of lodging a complaint against
the Ceusor strongly dissuadcd tue on the ground that I should dn more
barua tu myself therr-by thqii ta this indoinitable student ai the English
longue." At the conclusion, Mr. Linin says:-"l It would be difficuit, tu
imagine a code ai rogulations more childi8hly pedantic, More w.antoully irk-
sain)e tlan thie 306 paragraphas ai whlîi the Censure Laiws are camposed,
wlaicb, comprchcnssve thotigb they arc, constitute but the warp of the iveb,
the wvoi being made ai secret instructions and gailing prohibitions rhlici
would seeni pasitively ludkcraus ta a Chinaman and oppressive toa I-rk1
And no wonder 1

The rough way in which poor ex.Qucen Natalie ai Servia bias just been
trcatud, recalîs ta mind tlia hue-

' 'A,,d weigli aiz'alnAt a grain of aand, the gloriei af a thirozie!*'

No anc outside ai Servia appears ta cubher iuow or care wbeîe the righte or
wrongs ai the quarraI lie, but the forcible expulsion tram B3elgrade ai a
Queen, wha bad succeeded in winning for ber detence a large number
ai studeuts and citizens, bas awakened cousiderable inteîest everywbere.
Qucon Natalie is described as a handsame womau stihi, in spite ai advau.
cing yosrs and incipieut wriukle8; not unpleasautly atout, with a skia ai
dusky ivory, superb black cyes, and a splendid mane ai raven hair, witb
which she knows hio', to produce a whole*galaxy ai picturetque effticts. Ail
Ihese have na doubt assisted ber in making herselt a nuisance ta ber enemies
in Blgrade, and in winning the chivaîrous regard ai the scores ai yaurng
students and ciî;zeas wha defended ber palace a fortnight ago. The feeling
in Servia is said ta bc turn*ng in Natalie's lavai since ber expulsion, and it
is tbought that important 1a-litîcal evouts miy iollow. It is wvell knowu tbat
Natalie is the divorced wite ai ex-King Mlilan of Se-rvia and the mther ai
the reigning King Alexander Il.

The blue baak?dcaling with the Penitentiaries ai Canada shows an
increase in tho number ai convicts fir the year cnding June 3o*b, z893, ai

56over the precediug yeur. bbe total aaumber in al the Penitentiaries being
1,25 1. In the course ai the lest fiscal year 1889-90, 431 coDvcts ivere sen-
tanccd ta panai service in ail the Penitentinrieti, as compared with 434 ln
1888-89. The number discharged in 1889-90 was 348, as comi,'-i.ed with
333 In 1888-89. Tho incrtase hast year was 45 less than the record on
Joua 3oth, 1889, wbich was roi. It is Si more than an June 301h, 1886,
wbcu the total number wsa i200, and 6-, icss t han an Tune 3oth, 1879, when
aur convicts naambered 1,318. lb can ba seen tramn those totals, at d.ff--rent
periode within the sa8t eleven years, that ycnî by year Ibere bas becu a
fluctuation in the criminal population, wbich bas seldona varied any year lu
the direction of cither increase or decrease mare than fifty. Taken aI its
bigbest rate since 1879, the perceritage of convict criminals isselight-ab)ut
anc in 4.000, assumixag the population ai the D .miuion ta be 5,0oo,00o.
The increases are disLributcd as follows .- 32 lu Ontario, 2o in Quebec, 12
lu bbc Maritime Provinces, and 7 Manitoba. To British Columnbia is due
the credil ai shox ing u% decrease in the criminal register ai 15 The ternale
convicts in the wbole Damiuiou nunibered but 22, 21 ai wbom are lu King-
stan Penitentiary, tram Ontario, Quebcc and the Maritime Pravinces, and
anc in the B3ritish Columbia Peniteatiary. Tho wamen ai Manitoba can
still exult iu bbc tact that since the establishiug ai the Penitentiary at the
Old Stone Fort, near Selki:k, lu 1871, ta the preseut lime, ual anc af tbem bas
wora the cauvict'a garb. Wo are glad ta notice that a separate penal prison,
iutended for the isolation ai evil disposed and habituaI craminals, when
necessary, will prababhy be ready witbin a year. The In8pector 8trongly
recommeuds thal an appartunity be affordeci ta sanie anc counected witb
the Depattmcnt ai justice te acquire the knawlcdge and expetience, lu ather
contries, requisite for the successful aperation ai the separate systena. This
separatc prison is ta bc situabcd lu Kingston, and the capacity <108 celîs>
will, it is hoped. accommodate not onily the bad and unîractable characters
under sentence lu Kingston Penitentiary, but thal ail sncb lu the ather insti
tutiaus can be provided for. The neceasity for more severe laws lu relation
ta thase wbo anake crime habituaI is reierred ta. The féar ai long terme ai
imprisauiment would appear to, be tbc greateàl delerrent ta the min who
would like ta lead a crirninal, lite. The need af a new feamale prison is
strangly urgcd, the prescrit Gne at Kingston being unsuitable lu many ways,
and open bo serions objections. WVe regret ta, observe that several boys,
betwccn the sgca ai îo and 16, are inruatea of Dorchester Penitentiary.
Surely no better argument than Ibis is îequired for the establishment ai a
Reformatory lu New Brunswick. With the exception ai two, ail the boys
bclong ta that Provincr, and we can but repeat bbc words ai the report
Il is lamentable, nay mare, it is shameful, that the Judges are campelled

ta cousigu mare childrcu lu many cases ta a penitcntiay, where thcy uet
became contaniinaled by contact with hardeued criminats - no niatter how
closely laakad aiter-because there is no more flîting institution toi thair
reception." It is gratiiyiug, an th: other baud, ta find that bbe Wardeu
:.ad suils ai grey cloîbes miade fai îwo little b-ys-brotbers-aud sent
thern ta thc parish ochool, which they attend regularly. They are
described as fine halie fellows, doing wcl It is aiso grat.fying lu tbesa
criminal stabistics ta observa that lu the report ai evcry peuitcnîiary the
couduct ai the pribonors in spoken of as beiug maritarions, excepî lu a few
cases. Peiiitentiaries are and necessibies lu oui prescrit state oi civihization,
but wc bope tha day will corne wbcn tbcy shall find t.heir usefulness
departed._______________ _______
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