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The editor of Thr Critic is responsible for the - 10ws evpressed in Editorial Notes and
fes, aud for such only : but the editor is uot t1 be understood ns endorsing the senti-
tvexpresed in the articles contriibuted to Lus journal. Our readers nre capable of
aving or disapproving of any part of an articleor contents of tne paper : nud after
ng flue care as to what is to appear in our columus, we shall leave the rest to their
Hligent judgnmient.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

whose yarty new has a majority of wwelve in the
hepes 1o be alluwed to ngain milk the federal cow.
British rule in Egypt is appealing to the hearts of the populace.
rough it, forced lubor has been abohshed, and the Egyptian now Legins
tegard the Anglo-Sexon in the light of 2 deliverer.  The aboltion of
rced Jabor has made Britain's occupation of Iigy pt less precarious.

Premier Mercier,
uehee Leg slature,

The great English railway companies are crying out against the patron-
e by rich men of third class passenger carmages, the rate bemg but a
nny per mile. These should take their cue from Canadian ratlways,
here the sccond class cars are made so uncemfortable that the Induns
d fault with the accommodation.

The committee having in hand the Victoria Memorial Art Schaol are
hing on the project energetically. With three thousand doliars as the
ty's contribution” towards their funds, they may reasonably expect that
rough Legislative and private subscriptions, a commencement will be
de such as will assure the success of the enterprise, and malk = it one of
permanent institutions of the city and province.
The British American Claim Agency, of New York. has been proved to
one of the greatest swindles of the age. The persons representing this
pany advertised extensively that $480.000,000 now lay in the Dank of
awaiting the claims of the American legatees. These claims the
pany officred to investigate for a mere trifing cash deposit. 30,000
gied; but the exact amount paid in by the dupes
Tot yet been ascertained. The * next of kin” are remarkably plenty
hen there is any prospect. of pocketing hand<ome be quests, but it is sur-
nsing how many of them have been taken in by such transparent frauds as
ibove company.
Three thousand nine hundred and eighty-four new books were published
Great Britain last year, besides which there were 1 226 new cdivions of
rmer yublications,  These were sub-divided as follows :—Theolngy,
cluding sermons, 752; cducational, 572; juvenile works and tales, 445 ;
vels, 969 ; law and kindred subj c1s, 335 political and sncial economy,
de and commerce, 246 ; ant, scicnce, and illustrated works, 198; voy-
¢ and travels, 22t ; history and bivgraphy, 350; poctry and the drama,
3 ; year books and serials, 294 ; medicine and surgery, 171 ; belles-lettres,
jS, and maonographs, 479; and miscellaucous, 407 It 1s almost
possible for any man 1o read a uthe of the works in which he 1s especially
terested, et still the muluplication of books g eson apace. What a jot
8ood reading we all must miss ? Yes, and what alot of trash, too?

If the Provinee receives nearly oixty thousand dollars from the City of
Halifax in virtue of the award of the arbiters, the Government should
expend 820,000 in enluging the present Hospital.  According to the
Report of the Medical Board. its wards are already so over-crowded as to
prevent the admission of many applicants.  This s a state of affairs which
might most fittingly be obviatd m this, the year of Jubilee.

The members of the Provincial Legislature do well in looking after the
wants of their respective constituercies, but in the rush of other business,
they should not ovetlock the lamentable condition of the paupers in some
counties  ‘The Govarnment ang a mijority of the House are avowed
Liberals.  Let them prove their Liberalism by enacting a law which will
make white slavery mnpossible in the land. Humanity, Philanthropy, and
Christianity, call for immediate action

Sir Isaac Newton fully understood the laws of gravitation and their
efl-cts, so far as this terrestrial sphere is concerned, but it would probably
astonish even Ins vivid imagination to learn that if the force of gravitation
were increased to that of the sun, the weight of an ordinary man would be
increased to about two tons, ‘T'hank fortune our carth’s gravitation is as it
is_ Fancy a two ton papa with a ton and a haif mamma on his knee, and
a four hundred prund baby in the cradle. With these conditions even
Brigham Young would have been satisfied with one spouse.

‘The common-sense of the community emphatically condemns the few
Hblifax liquer sellers, who have enc suraged their customors to make & pub-
lic display of themselves by drinkirg the liquor purchased on the sidewalks
in front of the saloons. The law may be ullra vires ; it may be unoeces-
sarily stringent ; but when men undertake to break it, or to evade 1t i this
hizh-handed and indecent manner, they most assuredly make a mistake,
Public opinion in Halifax may not b prepared for Prohibition, but it is
fully prepared to frown down any attempt to encourage liquor-drinking in
the public thoroughfares.

We are pleased to announce, on the autho'rhy of the Quebec Chronicle,
that an application is to be mado at the coming session of the Dominion
Parliament, to extend the charter of the company which has undertaken
the construction of the bridge. at Quebec, clsewhere referred to in this
1ssue  Sir Adolphe Caron has undirtaken to engineer the bill through Par-
liament, and so fur, its success is assured. The company will ask the
government {or a guarautee upon its bonds ; and as it can be proved that
the bridge, when boilt, will yicld a fair return upon the outlay, we assume
the government goarantee Wil 0.t by withkeld.  This should be good news
for Halfax shjpers, and to thuse who are fully ahive to uts bearing upon
Halifax as a winter port,

Our American cousin. wuld like to abolish the Treaty of 1818. They
claim that at the treaty of pesce, whon Great Britain acknowledged the
mdependence of the Ulited States, the two Governmenis agreed to a sub-
dwivion of the emj're, making the Nonth American Fisheries commaon
property, and that the rights then obtained were subsequently restricted by
the Freaty of $8t8. This, from an American pout of view may sntitle
them to fishery ) rovileges from which they are now debarred , but they will
first have to dispose of the exi.tin, treaty, which stands awkwardly in the
way  If Uncle Sam has a good case, he should not fear to present it before
an Internatirnal commission ; but from his hesitation to do 50, we might
infer that he has not faith in the justice of his own cause,

————— e
WANTED—A NEW ELECTION LAW.

In each successive election campaign the attention of the public is for-
cibly drawn to the urgent need of more vigorous laws against bribery.
We say this without being at all influenced by ** protestations of the
defeated party at the last or any other clection. . A Leaten political candi-
date is apt to be fertile in oxcuses and reckless in accusations. But if ke
really has any faith in the truth of the charges he makes against the legality
of his opponent's clection, the public may rely upon his taking steps to
ohtain redress. The mere asscrtions, then, of a defeated party do not
influence our opinion.  But it is a matter of notoriety that the grossest cor-
ruption exists in some parts of this country in election campaigns, We
know of one constituency in which the buying of votes has been so reduced
to a svatem, that a regular tanff has been established,—five dollars being
paid for a vote in the Dominion, and two in the Local elections. One
result is, that money wins the election ; another is that honorable poor men
shrink from a political contest.

It is a cnsolation to know that we are no worse off in this respect than
our neighbors. In the United States, the distribution of money at elec-
tions, and «f patronage after them, is such as to stir the indignation of
every honest citizan. ~ After the late elections in Massachussets, an. Ameri-
can paper relates as a matter of fact :—** The Demncratic aspirant (for the
senatership) the man who would have been elected if his party had secured
# majority of the members, supplied his henchmen with what he supposed
was 2 sufticient amount to secure a majority ; and it would have served the



