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in future be advisnable to supply a relny of
targets for the practice of Lthis battery.

One of the Halifax, Harbor Batteries was’
kindly placed at my -disposal by the Lieut,
Goneral commanding the troops for tha un:
nual shot and shell nractico of the Brigade
of «Garrison Artillery, and tho. majority of,
the batteries performed the regular practico;
but, through. somo -misunderstanding, the
guns in the battery wero dismounted pre-.
paratory to re.armamont, before the whole
;)it‘ tho batteries had gona.through this prac

Ce. ¢ ‘ L s

The rifle - target praclico -of tho several |
corps was, in each caes performed as unaual
under the immediato supervision of a feld
officer.

‘Tho several corps composing this brigade
wero ingpected my me regimentally. .. was
thus enabled to devote more time to the'de-
talls of inspection than' if they bad been in
speated in brigade. . :

The appearanoe-of both ofithese corps ia
becoming noré nad more soldiorly;bothiin,
uniforms, aprointments and general trun-
out, f . :

‘The commanders of corps sre zealous and
eflicient, and they are well seconded by their.
officers, and great credit is dug:to’them and.
to all ranks for the results attaided. s

The battalion drill was very: credifably
performed;-but more practics in skirmishing.
18 required. Vi

Axrreseorp Cawe.

The 68th, 60th, 72ud Battalions and Kent.
villo Troop of Cavalry performed their train-
ingin, brigade camp at Aylesford,-during
Saplember,-under the command of Lt, Col,
Milsoms. I inspeocted them.the day after
their arrival-in camp, and again at the con-
clusion, of the training.

Owing to the non jssue:.of forge caps to
the corps of Infantry, the appearance.of the
men was not so soldierly, 'as it should have.
been, all sorts of head goar being worn,.and

there were a good many ;yoyng Jads inthe | 0
£ ¥ auns  wear.twica as long as the serge trowsers, and

| I wyould again urge that trowsers shonld by

ranks, 1t is right I should mention that Lt.
Col. Starratt and the officers and-men of the

69th show a.good deal of espirt de corps, |8
g V4 =  yems ; end further, that o reasonable money

‘allowance should be made to men or corps

(tinl';‘ilng great-pride Doth in .turn out.and in.
Tills | +

These. corps worked very fairly in brigado,.
bothin battalion movements and in skir-
mishing, . 4, ;

‘The fKentvillo.TrOOp of Cayalry deserve

especial oredit-for their turp.out. Captain | |
P o B  unsatisfaotory; it does not cover the head

| from the sun or, rain, and as. generally worn

Ryan and his -officers. aud . zuen must have
worked varamittingly,and this corps shewed
the advantage of-havipg an i~structor who.
had been well trained in the;regular army.
The 75th Battalion trained-in regimental
camp at-Mahone Bay, and: the, Mahone Bay
Battery of Garrison-Artillery encamped with.

and was attached to, this battalion. As this,|
batialion.has npottrained: Adjutaut, Lieut. |,

Colonel:Milsomyhimself superintended.and
took charge :of the ivstruction, and, the re-
sults of the.training uuder such a«thoroagh-
ly competent, instructor were most surprig—
ing; thy progress marie. by, . and steadiness.
of the -;pen - were-most. creditabla to Lhom,
and o Lt. Col, Milsom whg took so much:
paing with:them.
. The Victoria Provisional Battalion trajped
in regimentsl..camp. at Baddeck, .CapaBer-
lon; and was  inspected by the:.Honorable,
the Minigter.of Militia, who.expressed.him..
telf well.pléased with the appenrarce and |
training, -
Ispent some.days in the cimp and.was
much gratified with the willingness and.de-
sire 10.(earn of the men,.-and.genorally with |
the zeskon.the- part of the officers; but as:
many of the men only speak Gaslicand do
uot underatand English, it i3 necessary to

*

interprot all orders and oxplanations to

+{ them, and tho progress is, therefore, not so

fapid. 1

Lhe Digby Battory of Garrison Artillory
was inspeoted by Licut. Colonel Milsom,
[To veports tho maon altentive, and that
{he shot nnd sholl practice was fairly per-
formed. . .

‘The Tmnéphurg Baflery of Iarrison Atil-
lety, andNo. 2 Compiuy, 75th Battalion,
wero nbsent from éamp ab Mahono Bay,
although duly warned 'to atténd,

. Tho_78th Highlanders and Cumberland

Provisional Batlalion ‘were relieved from

annual triining this dédaon, underinstrue

tion from headquarlers.
o B

S Arms,

The arms in pos-ession of the saveral
corps were, with very tew oxceptions, issued
in 1869; they have theretorobeen five yoarsin
use,and should now.recetve n thorough over-
haul by n competeny armourer; a recom-
mendation to this etf-ct was forwardod by
nie in October, U872, ufter consultation with
Lieut. Col, French,

. Accoutrements,

The city corpa keep belts and pouches in
& very sdldierly munner, snd some rural
batfalions deserve great credit for their at-~
fempt to pipe olay balts aud polisb. pouches,
bt .in camp the conveniences for this work
are.:scant, and the whole procecding is go
novel'tn officors and men, that it is a mat-
tor of great ditliculty to accomplish satisfuo.
tory results, and as .ths present pattern of
accouhtrements. bas a very siovenly appear-
ance if not properly cleaned, it 13 worthy of
serious consideration whether sccoutvemonts
more suitable to the circumstances of the
Dominion forces and the training of the
corps, when called on to perforam, shouldnot
be.supplied. ’

‘ Unifornm.

The cloth-tnnics supplied will cerlainly
supplied overy two and tunics every four

that m.ke their clothing last beyond the re
_gulation time, as an inducement to the offi*
cerg'and men to keep. the clothingin good
order,. .

‘Tho-forage cap at present issned is most

isslovenly in‘appearance—it, i discarded the
moment parade is Oover, and a straw hat or
gomething with brim or shade substituted—
a neat cap with,pesk would be a great im.
provement,

Zraining,

I wonld refer to my reinarks in last years
report on the “subject of instructors for
corps, and the best means of carrying out
the training, and.I Would especially dwell
o1 tho urgont need . of alfusding preliminary
drilltdoflicsts And poncommissioned officers
prévious to the muctérng of the battalions.
that train in camp. Cr
not, db’rivé,‘thé futf bea fit they should from
tho timg fhey. give to drill, a8 the officers ‘oit
whom thie instreution déyolves (even when
previously, traineg), z}x? quito out of praciico
at tho comineundeinen
than the

woar Bidgésiand’ draw higlior pay, they-ex
ate of littio hiclp ay tho training.

J. Wingrx Lauars, Colonel,
Deputy Adjut. Gen. Com. Mil'y. Dist, No. 9.

At present the men do

of the training, and"
the non commissinaed officors kuow no more.
meh, consequently, aithough thoy

ercige Vat little puthority or inflaence, ond-
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. Sie,—Sinco my lnst aanual report con-
siderablo changes hnve takon place in the
Militia force in this Province, one Troop of
Cavaly and six Companies of Rifles haviug
baeu strack off thoeestablishimo it of the Dis
teicl, loaving o total of fiftee.s officers ahd
295 non cownmissioned ofticers and men, as
tho quota at prasent authorized,
. Uttho companies thus removed they ex.
Isted only ns paper copipanies, with cne ex.
ception ; of those still maintained, their
equipment and organization remains in the
saate condition as at my last réport.

Strength and Enumeration of Local Corps,

. Tho authorized strength of the local corps
in this District, is as followa :—

¢ Hoadingly'? sMounted Riflos....
¢ Winnipeg' Field Battery......
¢¢ Lisgar” Rifle Company,...e....
 Mapleton” ¢

¢ Poplar Point’ *¢

Totalieeecseroananess 15 295

1]

Of th.se corps, the only one whioh bas
been enavdled up to the present date to per-
form the drill for the present Saancial year,
bas been the Winnipeg Field Battery, which
paraded for the inspection after twelve days
of consecutive dell, with the following
strength viz:—

Officers.
0]

w e s w0 Officers.

ssasssese

.
E
55
73
55
55
85

N. C, §. & Men.
52

&3

The Headingly Mounted Rifles Corps has.
not has yot-been supplied with-clothing or
equipments, and has, therefore, not been’in.
spected, :

Tho thres Rifle Zompanies above enumer-
ated, showed dt my last inspection subse.
quent tomy annual report an sotualatrength.-
on paradeof 7 oficers and 129 non commis-
sioned officers-and’ men.

The inspection of the!Winnipeg Field Bat. .
tery was 'ost salisfactory; although :but
partially ‘equipped and uniformed, the gen-
eral appearance of the corps, nnd-thé steadi-
ni:{ss of the men in the ranks waa soldiye
like, ‘

T respectfully request thias for thé ensuing
year that authorization for pay for -horses-
for-the'annual drill -begranted for this-corps
qu that i be fully equipped and unilform.
éd. .
Recommendatioh as 1o the Eitablishment of

the Active Mililid'Fbrte, ~

I have hardly any suggestions to make
relative to the Active Force of the Provines,
beyond those emnbodied in my report of the,
2ad of last Januaty, nor have X found-any
roason to change my views relative to the
suggestions which. are. -therein, and in pre-
vious reports from titae to titie, 1-have had
the honor to presént to your notice 6n the
subject.

I'would, however, remark that I think the
{ime has now arrived when it would be fea
siblo.to organizo several corps in various
parts of the Province, which would be main-
tained efficiently. '

School of Instrisction:for the Province.

The want of »'Sthool of Instruction, and

tho distanco of this from the other Provinces

|{ where schodls are éstablished, is a difficulty *

which I'respactiully suggest might b8 obvias

ted by establishing a school here, in cennec-



