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The Presbyterian Review,

Correspondence.

That Western Overture on an
Advwvisory Committee.

Fditor Preabyterinn Review.

Bir,~Tho church is under an obliga-
tion to Mr. McBeth for his lelter in
your 1ssuo of August 27th, in which he
expluay the meamny of the overture
from the Western Svnods, with  the
view of epening discusslun on the ques
tion 1n tbe church papers, and of en-
Hghtemog tho church on this very Im-
portant matter.

It appears that during tho debate in
(e Assembly on this subject, certain
¢peakers were the cause of “misunder-
standing © and  “misconreption,” and
gate *the debate 1 turn the movers of
the overture did not contemplate, and
for whieh neither they nor the over-
ture should be held responsible.”

Now, Mr. Editor, 1 submit that it
the movers of this overture “did not
contemplato” the very “turn” given to
the debato by “one of the brethren,”
the x1id movers must have been very
fully poesessed of the “demon of inde-
fimtencss,” and had no grounds upon
which they could build their elabor
dle overture.

Mr. McBeth in his discussion of the
overture tells us that it “‘contemnplates
a4 committes whase funetions shall be
advisory,” and that the erection of this
comnuttos “w to secure” that ‘‘com-
pactness could bo introduced info our
church organization.” Now, sir, as 1
take 1t, overy committed has {wo fune
tions, administrative towardg the
church’s work and auvisery towards
tho Aavembly. When a comimittee re-
ports fo the Assembly, it comes as a
rvant that ils reports may bo  re-
viewed, and ity work commended  or
anxnded cniticised or praised It comes
as a counwellor, whase special knowledge
of the subject in hand gives its re-
commendations, werght and autherity.

In no eam can a comnillee’s report
bio final, and in many cases are its re-
comnnendations not accopted by the
Assambls. An  AssemMly is  always
wiser than ita commntices.  although
very often for many reasons, an As-
sembly votes “‘aye” to tne recommen-
dations of a commttee and time shows
it xhould have voted **nay **

Taking objection 1o 2 cammitice's re-
port or advice 18 ungracious to the per-
son objecting It renders lum  sul-
Jeet 10 the dishike of the movers of the
subject to which ho objects, and to
oppase honured and trusted brethren
who are maving their best in the ser-
viee of the church. requires  courage
paaessed by very few.

1. then, Mr McBeth's new commit-
tee 13 only advisory” it folluws that
1here must be sometlung to adviso up-
on. Wo have sreen that the  present
fortn of our orgamization makes our
rommittees “advisory."

We have secn also that a member of
Assetably who olijocts to the seoport
or advice of a2 comumittee i tendening
tis advioe to the Assembly. What more
do e Wentern lmothren wantt It is
quie  cvudent the Weatern brethren
are dasatsfied with our present Sys-
tem. tnd wih what they conceise o
ettt o the hino of compact-
neke.”’

\ftez M1 Melleth has placed respen-
silalits upan "one of the brethren”
for cruwiang Coxceanve ant of  ad-
minmirstion under present methods*
be prooend< tu argue that his averture
would Whitain "s'lrmlrr umty and consis-
teney in charch policy,  and lessening
the Jdanger of frictien.” Then he jllus.
trates by “an organizel army” with-
112 which there manl be avatem, amd
Whaeo uperations are nul tu he cnduct.
ol Ly r onels “deing wlat  secems
Tight_in ineir mvn eye”  Verily, R
they Melleth and “oue of the Lpethren™
we gelting very clawe in their argu-

ment.
Withont further walu, Mr. Fditor, let
e mtate very frankly that “one «of the
hrethren™, who is chargel with giving
tha delate a “turn” which  wan
ot deired. gt Tight to the heart
of the subjet iz & few  tersp sen-
tenmxes, and all the circunilocution in
tha world cannot get over the  fact
that we aond & change of methnde o
prevent what Mr. Mebieth descrides in
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his illustration as “cach dolng what
seems right in his own eyes.”

Wo require a cumrnittoe composed of
men \\'.ho represent nll scctions of the
church’s worle, that they may roview
and pass upon nicthods of woik, osti-
matcs presented by the various com-
mittees, reconunendations made for
the guidareo of aaid cominittees, and
with time such as an Asscmbly cannot
im'o. deliberate upon every branch of
ho work upan every detail of these
branches, upon every recommendation
made, and be in a_position to offer un-
biased advice to the Aesembly such as
will not only expedite business, but
also give confidence in As< mbly deci-
sions_and thereby unify tne work of
the church.

It is to be hoped that thaess who are
ferving tho church 3o faithfully, and
with such conspicuous enceess, as “‘heads
of departments.” will sece. that thase
of us who aro advocating what we con-
ccive {o a great improvement upon
present methods, calculated to do the
work better, and specially to save
money, and by increasing confidence,
increaso liberality, are not finding
fault with honored bretbhren, nor are
wo unthankful for their great services
rendered so ungrudgingly to the church.

Into the “clause at the end,” *‘such
ag lawyers use,” I do not purpose to
enter. “The Assembly in its wisdom
can clothe any committee it appoints
with powers to act on ils behalf. and

Preshyteries approve of the over-
turo_there i no reason why the pro-
posed committes should not | be delegat-
«d with executive powers in emergent
cases. But the chief point to be con-
sidered is. that this committeo listens
to and considers every_financial pro-
{wml and advises_the General Assem-
Ny a9 to their wisdom or foolishness.
It remains thercafter with the As-
sembly to accept or reject this advice,
and by this no member of As.embly is
debarred from his rights of approving
or disappruvingt he advice offered.

1 an yours truly,
James Buchanen.
Sept. 1Ist, °96, 13 Montague Place,
Toronto.

Fditor _of tho Presbyterian Review:
Sir—I was much pleased in reading in
sour two Jast numbers. your strictures
on the Taronto stre~t car proposed dese-
cration of the Sul. ath.  The object
of tho ear company in this wanting to
run their cars on the Sablath day, is
not for tho benefit of the public, but
to put momey into their own pockets
Ir'l‘h\y }uhvc not}ovo for God. gr [carngf
i3 judgment. as cxparessed  in His
charge in regard to keeping the Sab-
hath day holy from all manner of work
“Six days 1 you labor and do ail
thy_work. but thoe soventh day is the
Sabhath of the Lord thy God in it thon
shalt do no manner of work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy dsughter, thy man-
servant, nor thy nuidservant, nor thy
cattle. not the_  stranger within thy
fulea; for in Rix days the Lard made
eavan and earth, the sea, and all that
in thom i3 and rested on tho seventh
day. whereforo thoe Lord blessed the
Sabbath day. and hallowed it .
I lived in Taraanto in ISR when it
was known as Muddy York. and T often
saw tho Governar, Sir Francis Bond
Head, and his Aide-camp, Colonel Hol-
kets walking to chu through the
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then muddy streets, having respect for -

tho sacredness of the Sabbath and tke
libarty of their sorvants, as woll as the
rest of their beasts, thus revaronmnﬁ-
the Covenant of God. It is to be ho
that the mayor, co ation and ociti-
zena of Toronto, will steadfastly sot
their faces against the xmqult{ of tho
city car company, and refuss to allow
them to violate thoe strict commandment
of (ol in regard to the sacredness of
thoe Lord’s day. The wholoe of the Do-
minion of Canada are anxioualy watch-
ing to sec what steps the corporation
of Toranto will take in rogard to the
application of tho car cdmpany to bo

lowed te run cars on the Sabbath day.
Should the oorparation yield, and
sanction this iniquitous application of
tho car company, other car companies in
tho various cities and towns of the
Dominion will assuredly follow suit,
and hun of employees will bo de-
rru’od of the Lord's day of rest, and
oth them and their families from go-
ing to_church to workhip the God who
created them, and who said, *“Remembor
the Sabbath day to keep it boly."

Youry,
. KERR.
Lachute, August, 189G.

COLIGNY COLLEGE, OTTAWA.

This woll known Young Ladies' Col-
lege takes front rauvk among tho cdu-
cational  institutions of the country,
The teaching staff embraces specialists
ia their several departments, who have
had successiul y  in their pro-
fession. and who are ladies of culture
and refinement.  Tho building occupies
a most eligible site in tho capital of thn
Dominion, and is admirably adapted for
oducational purpases. It is spacious,
with larxie. airy class rooms and bed
rooms; all beautifully furnished, light-
cd by gas, heated by the most approv-
ed system of hol water apparatus, and
supplied with every modern appliance
fitted to socure the health and comfort
of the students, including bot and cold
walor baths. = ‘Thero is accommoda-
tion for about sixty resideat pupils, but
tho number is strictly limited in order
that special individual attention may be
given to each. Not moro two
siudents occupy the same bed room,
and shveral of the rodms are single.

The dxmxtxgohall is 3 large, . sunny
room, and tablo ig of superior qual-
ity. Tho assembly bhall secats comtort-
abls about four hundred persons. It is

for concerls and o social en-
tortainments of the pupils. Tho library
for tho ns of tho students contains
many valuable works of referonce, and
the reading room is supplied with the
loading periodicals snd papers.  The
grounds. oxtending to scveral acres, are
boautifully laid out, and are utilized
for lawn teanis hud other outdoor
bealth{nl games. The home lifo of the

collego i3 2 very one. Paronts
1 {or their daughtersa thorough
oducation in & 1

e,
can  +with confidence scad them to -
Coligny Colloge, Ottawa. As will bo
soon_ by advertisement, applicationsf{or
admission should bo addressed to Rav.
1. R. Cruikatank, B. A, Room 6. Y.
AL C. A. Bldg,, Montreal, from wham
circglars may bo odtained. Tho number
of boardors is R};ldly filling up for
next ssasdn, SO t early_appliation
should bo mado by thaso desiring admis-
xon. ¢ 1 .
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PICTURES FOR

SUNLIGHT SOAP

WRAPPERS

A pretiy colored ficture for csery 12 ¢ Sunlight™ or civry
6 Lifeluoy™ Seap wrappes.

These pictures are well wertk getting,  Address:

LEVER BROS, Ltd,
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23 Scott Street.
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