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The Presbyterian Review:

Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fnnd.

Tur: subscription list,to this fund has beon
gradually but ateadily increasing. Takinginto
account tho swall capital to commeunce with,
tho subscribed capital now amouats to $147,.
560.00, this wcludes a bequest receutly ro-
caived from the late Mr. Wnght, of Colborue,
of §9,000, and ove from the Rev. Luchian
Cameron of $§300. Of tlus there 1s 1n pad-up
capital $117,990.

s 13 very encoursgung considenng tho
commercial depression, bue the requirements
of the fund demand a very much larger
amount if the Presbyterian Church 1s going
to mako its aged ininisters coinfortable.

An mcident connected with the vinit of the
Rev. Withiam Burns, secretary, to Bellewille,
1s worthy of notice here, as showing the grow-
g interestin this fund among the young.
The sppended letter 13 from the mission band
of St. Audrew's church, Belleville.

Belleville, January 14, 1§95,
Rev. War. Burss, Toronto Ont.

Dear Sin,—The mission band of §t. An-
drew's church would like to give $§5.00 or
more, every year to the ordiuary fund, and
sincerely hope that it will cheer some aged
mipister who has donr goxd work,

Believe me, yourssincersly,

JeNNIE GALWAY, Secretary.

Home Mission Work,

TrE annual missionary meeting of Kuox
church, Woodstock, was held recer:tly. After
tho opening exercises by Rev. Dr. MeMullen,
tho amounts raised by the different socicties
of the church weso read as follows : Ladies”
Missionary Society, $397.61 ; Women's For-
cign Missionary Sociely, $357.06; Moming
Star Mission Band, $77; Young Ladies® Mis.
sion Band, $123; Sabbath school, $122;
Christian Endeavor, $63.06. Tho roports of
tho different societies were then read, showing
that great interest was taken in the cause of
missions, as the amount raised last year was
ahead of any previous one. Tho chairman
then introduced the speaker of the evening,
Rev. Dr. Cochraue, of Zion church, Brantfond.
Thespeaker, in his usual elogquent and force-
ful style, presented the claims of the Home
Mission work of the Presbyterian Charch.
Ho described in graphic terms its carly his-
tory. relating jucidents illustrative of how it
way carried on thirty years ago, azd the
extent to which it hed grown since that time.
Then §4,000 was raised. This has now been
increassd to over $100,000. Whiloe all tho
Schemes of tho Church weie important and
necessary ho felt that the Home Mixsion field
was the most important of all. It was tho
backbono of their work. It was an coormous
field of which they had charge, embracing
Quebec, Ontario, Marzitobs, tho North West
Territorics and British Columbia His com-
mittes had under its chargo no less than 301
wissionaries, in 310 fislds. Their preaching
stations numbered 981, of which 551 wero in
Monitoba and tho North-West. They had
13,543 communicants frors 11,029 families,
azd the Sabbath attendznce at these stations
wis over 34,000. The speaker described in
vivid languans the trials and mcrifices made
by the missionaries, 23 well a3 the great work
which they were doing for their own Chnrch
and for tho country. Tho strong clrim of
the Homeo Aission §ield was that the work was
among our owxa people. He could apmeal to
them on the ground of patriotism ay well at
of denominationaliam, and brosd Christianity.
The doll times, the bad harvest and other
trials of e farmers in the North-West
and the floods of British Columbis bhad in-
creased thoe difficalties Goring the past years
and they were in urpent need of help ~The
address was fall of information and a mos,
vigorous and convizeing plea for the moat
important branch of the misvion work of the
Presyyterian Church.  The paster, Dr. Mo-
Aallen, thea gave a brief statement of the
work in foreign fields, which, he sxid, had
been presented to his peopleby other apeakers
during the year, after which the following
disponition of tho funds collected were medo:
Home Missions, $310.90; Iomeign Alindons,
$530.95; Kunox College, $70; Auvgmentatisn
Fand, £0; General Asaembly, g,(;: dged
avd Jofirm Ministers, $25. Tho cfBeess of
1aat year wero all ve-elected, and after the
urgas vote of thanks tho mecting was closed.

Remit on Students Graduating.
Editor PRESUYTERIAN REVIEW @

Six, —The employment of studeuts in the
mission field for a year after graduation will
help othei interests. At present, these
atuSents are caudidates in overy desirable
vacancy within reach of colleges; and al-
though not yet licensed, they are anxious
about calls, scttlements, aud tho rest, when
theic whole time should be given to atudy.
This is unscemly, interfores with the rights
of probationers, postpones scttloments, and
is u bar to tho progress of the Church. Stop
it. The Assembly may disapprove of present
pructices, but while professors aud Presby-
teries wink at it, and vacant charges are
clamorous for students, the ovil continues;
and i% is getting worse. 1f no student can
be licensed till he has served & year in
the mission field the evil will bo at least
abated.

‘Che removal of this competitive element
will improvo tho chances of tho aixty or
eighty ministers without charge, in Oatario,
who aro now secking settlement. In many
cases known to tho writer, these gentlemen
are good scholars, sound theologians, good
prenchers, faithfnl tors, with fifteen to
twenty years of good work in them yet, and
it is not creditable to the Church that they
are without congregations. But when a
minister beginsto get a * bit auld,” what.
ever his ability, he has no chanco with the
graduating student. \Wbat scnse in urging

tors and parents to keep college hoppers
ull, when the product issming from the rolls
is.goiog to waste? Young men sttending
cur artscolleges note tho treatment mated
out to ministers in the prime of their powers,
and heaitate to study for the ministry of our
Church. Remove the stumbling-block.

According to tho reports presented to the
last Assembly, at least 50 students wero in
the graduating classes, 73 in ti. middle
classes, and 103 in tho janior, while twelve
ministers were received irom other Churchea.
Tho number of theological students is likely
to increase in the fature. With tho number
of ccogregations stationary, or nearly so,
wheroare we to get places lor our graduates,
unless the mission field is better caved for?
And if students are graduated far in excess
of tho wants of the Church, and men must
go to the States or remain idle, it will be
difficult 2o maintain our colleges, not 0
speak of providing for more cor vlete equip-
ment. Vhy not send them + China or
India? Whoisto providothe i o2

Were the Home ficlds better cultivated,
m.ore congregations would bo organized, con-
tinuous servico would keep oar owa people
from scattering, attract many of the un.
attached to us, aud make it camer to main-
tain ordinancesat home, and give larger help
to foreign work. The cure for many of the
ecils under which we are now suficring, 13
tho proper management of onr new missions
by more competent men.

Nor aro the atadents as a body opposed.
They rocognizo the lossca of pxat years, the
waate of good moncy, the alow progress, aad
aro willing to help impravo the record. Why,
then, not go into the mission neld ! For two
Tearons. finst, they do not propose to sacn.
fico themaelves that others may capture soft
scats and fat salaries; and, scoond, they
kaow that the fact of thcir being in the
Home Alinion ficld will militate against
them, if they wish a settlement. Deny it
=& wo iaay, lament it as we please, thersisa

judice amainat homo mussionarics, and

cnce young men baitate to cloud their
foture.  Can we wonderat them? **dMake
& geaeral law,™ they say,  put us all ona
level; deliver us from the efiects of this
unreasonable prejodice on the part of congre.
gations, and we aro willing to acrve you.”
A few who havomade engagements, incurred
pecuniaty obligations, cic., may not sab.
scribe 2o thix view, but their viewa abonld
acaree]y shape the policy of the Chureh.

And tho young men will be gainers. Men
leave colliege now with crade theoties, and
they are buming to teat them ; send them
wkere their mistakes will do themaelves asd
tho Church least barm. Wken one reads
that from fifty to eighty aettled misiatersare
applicants {oT a bhearing in somp vacant
copgregation, o ia apt o ask how much of
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tho restlessnesa indicated thereby is due tu
settlement fresh from college. In ovary
other profession expericuco s a necessary
qualification for occupying responsible posi
tious, Tho Anglican, Mcthodist and other
Churches, act on this principlo? Ia our
Chusch anexception to all churches, societics,
professions aod colleges?

But il students go 1uto the mission field for
ayear, they aro apt to be lost sight oi by
couyregations, aud their prospects of settle-
meut will uot be 20 gowd. 1 2 year in the
wission field will dim their lustre, it lacks
solid merit.  Stop candidativg the last session
aud cougregatious will kuow nothing of
graduating students.  Goiug iuto thoe ission
tield will ot dimiuish the uumber of cougre-
gations or increaso the number of candidates,
and hence the young men will Us oa an equal
footing Lefore tho congregations at the cluse
of the mission year, aud surely the collego
sheen will not a!l bavo faded then. More-
over, it is not tho busiveas of the Church to
ste to it that every facility is offered to young
men for getting desirablo and speedy settlo-
ments, but 1o wan her fields and congrega-
tions. Why should she care more for
students than for probationers? And yet at
present sho scems 1o do s0. Other men la-
voured iu tho mission field, gathered and con-
solidated thess desirable cougregations, snd
surely our young men do ot think that the
Church should provide spocial facilities for
placing “hiem 1u charge of theso.

But congregatious wish to call theso young
men. Vacaut congregations do not seem to
lack meu from whow to csll. If from the
crowds treading ou cach other's heels for a
hearing they cannot select suitable pastors
and must choose men fresh from college, they
and o Church aro to Lo pitied. Nor are
vacant congregstions, controlled iu wnapy
cases by Christisn Endeavour Societies, tho
safest guides in abiaping the policy ot the
Charch in the matter of settlements. What
do such congregatious or socicties krow of the
wantsof the mission field |

It is asserted that such leguslation wosld
dnivea numbes of our young men to the States.
To say 30, looks liko a libel on them. Policy
would teach thein better, for lew, very few
Canadian minsiers have increased their com-
fort or their usefulness by going to theStates.
Bnt Jook at the situstion seriously.  Medical
students pay $106 or $500 fees, and students
in other professions are salted «ath feesin the
xamo geaerous manaer, theotozical atudents
pay no fees. Expenmve bmldiogs  are
crected, prolessors sppointed, hibrary Lought,
scholanships, jrizes and bursanes jrovided
(these 10 two colitges lsse year amounted to
§2,529;, 21l free o1 cost to the atudents. The
Church sends them into the minion ficld dur-
1og, vacations, when other students are com-
pelied to be idie, and whilo acrving an gp-
preaticahip, guming expenienco and develop-
ing theit powery, she tays them seven doliars

week and board—a sum equal 2o the
wmlary of the unmarried minnter of -
Methodist Church ot the deacoa of the Angh-
can Church. At theclose of the college courso
sho ashs them ta hes sore seed —in order that
she may maintan het ground and extend hes
work —to go 1ato tho ininion Ged for & year,
apd promises that ahe will pronide them a
salary varying from $700 to $1,000; and yet
wo arto told that they will Dot luten o the
proposal, and that unless all Ler gmilpits are
thrown open to them 2t onco they will hio
them off to the States.  Sarely the men who
wonld do this are not bred 10 the colleges of
tko Yrabyicnan Church! Batit a few go,
le2 them, tor that departare wonld bea quea.
tionablo losx.  Men of that spint are not the
wen who made the Chareh or the men who
will maintain its prestige.

But these men havo dano a good deal of
minion work daonag ther collego course.
True, and they are the gainers.  let anyoae
hear tho atorms that blow when atedents do
not get appointments from tho Howoe Minion
Committee 1n apning, and how theso alorme
do notanbnde till alter the Assembly, and be
will undenstand that §t is nod pouro love of
misson work that acnds the atudeut to the
muaton feld.  They go i1a many cxaes to get
fonds 20 proseenie ther coutse, and the favor
conlerred is by the Church and det the
atudent. It nydropacntiment and talk facte.

It is 3aid that all young men are a0t quale



