62
The Presbyterian Review.

Towved Lyry Tus wavay, from tte office ol the PulMshiers, Rooms Ne. 20, 21,
21, 2 Willichansps Bubidings, Routh-East corner Adelalde and Victorla Streets,

Trke14, 200 per annum,

AUDVERTISING RATES. =1 ndor 3 monthis, 15 centd xr lino jor msertion
Sunthe, g1 per 1o A nouths, $L.70 per line 0 1 year, 83,00, No advertise
mont chargel at doss than five llaes Notie other than unobjectionablo
advertlsements taken

All communteations for cither Husiness or Editorial Departinouts should be
adilirase ) PrraevExrIae Reatew, Drawer 2404, Toronto, Ont.

The cutire Itk biaxine-a «f The Paabyterian News Company has been
transferped to the Toronts Willard Tract Depository, (Fleming 11 Reve'l Company,
Proprictors), vorner Yonoe and Tempear e Streets, Toronto, Carada, te whom
shauld be sent allar? s for Books, Bibles, Kahbath Schivol Lbrang s aod Requisites,
and genoral Miscollanscoueand Theologiaal Literature, Minute Booke, Cotmunlon
Rextisters, Communtsh aeds and genera. Scsston Supplics.

Toronto, August 3, 1893.

An Object Lesson.

A('RISIS has arisen within the Free Church of Scotland

which affords an object lesson to the Churches. At
the lnst General Assembly a strenuous effort was made by
a minority of the members to throw back the Declaratory
Act with the view of its ultimate repeal. The minority
made out n very fair case, if their statenients were meant
to be taken, not a3 so much rhetoric, but as the woderate
cxpression of their deliberate opinion, of their mature con-
vietion. They contended that the Act would oppress their
consciences in that it opened wide the door for heterodoxy,
giving oflice-bearers and ministers the right to subscribe to
the Confession of Taith and Standards with certain reser-
vations ; and furthermore, that it was » blow at the con-
stitution of the Free Church asformulated in 1843, the year
when the Church was organized, ‘The fact that a considerable
hody of the ministers and people held these opinions ns vitas,
ought to huve great influence on the General Assembly, and
the supreme court of the Chureh might at least have hasten-
cd slowly. Warnings were uttered that, should the Act be
pressed intolaw, dissension would be foilowed by disruption
in many congregations, But the warnings fell unhceded
nnd the Act was duly confirmed. The Highlanders of tho
North were the first to take action. After a fow meetings)
which showed that their leaders would not lenve the Church,
two wministers and a number of divinity students placed
themselves at the head of the non-contents nad a fow crn-
gregations have been formed, while nn agitation, bitter and
personal, is springing up all over tie country. The minis-
ters who have hitherto had great influence with the people
have practically lost control because of their refusal to sever
their connection with the Church, and instead of the esteem
of former friends they aro experiencing hostility, misrepre-
sentation and open opposition. A breach kas been made
which, it is to be feared, only the death of many of the
opposing parties will heul. The work of the Church is be-
ing frustrated at a time otherwise critical in the history
of the country, and it is questionable whether any person
now living will again seo a revival of the old confidence in
and deference to the Church, which was such a notable
feature in the chavacter of the people.

The Declaratory Act is 1.t responsible for all this; the
old order was passing away subject to the general law of
ckange, but the transition lhas been precipitated, and old
moorings wrenched by the haste with which the Act was
passed in tho faco of intelligent and conscientious oppos:-
tion, and the General Assembly must thus share the
responsibility of the present sad stato of affairs. The As-
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sembly was strong and could have afforded to be patient,
Patienco and modoration ought to be the ever-preasnt hund-
waidens of strongth. When the woalk is ruthlessly crushed
the victory often lios with tho vanquished.

The loaders of tho minority also shure the responsibil-
ity. Taoy led the people too far. In their zenl they
lucked wisdow, and the whirlwind which they raised
thoy wera not able to rule. They are now in a
vory unouvinble, indeed, in a pitinble  condition.
In their opposition to the Act, and to the viows
of cortain professers, they went beyond their depth;
tho pity of it is, the prople followed, and now when the
leaders call them buck the peoplo will not hsten to their
coansel.  Now, a number of the winisters are obliged to
apologize for tho Declaratory Act. Even so uncompromis-
ing n cowbatant ng Mr., Macaskill finds it necrssary to ex-
plain that the principles of tho Church aro not fundament.
ally subverted by tao hated Act, against whick for two
years he has railed in senson and out of season. ‘Tho great
danger to truth arising from projudice has had zeldom n
moro striking illustration. Here were men in whom the
Highlanders had the most perfect comfidence; they were
in very deed the spiritunl guides of the people. They
undertook to defend tho Church against the inroads of un-
desirable innovations and ngainst the unsound doctrine of
“advanced” critics. On these subjects they were iwplicitly
trusted. When the Declatarory Act came up, they opened
an ngitation against it, offering an uncompromising
opposition. They told the people that its passage would
mean the overthrow of the essentinls, the destruction of the
safeguards of pure doctrine, that the Church would become
a totally difierent one fromthe one they had joinedand, more-
over, that they, theministers,would never conferm to the new
order of things. The people supportedthem undbogan to pre-
pare for the worst. When the Assembly refused to listen
to the minority and passed the Act, these leaders were
asked by the people to sever their connection with the
Church  Meetings of elders were held nt which this course
wag decided upon, but the ministers did not respond.
The ministers became alarmed at the turn things had
taken and counselled delay, parlay and moderation, Their
advicc went unheeded. Then they lectured the dissontients
on the sin of schism. The latter respouded by promul.
gating a bond of secession which is being extensively signed
in some congregations. The ministers have now fouad it
nccessary, in order to defend themselves, to explain away
the Declaratory Act as an objectionable, but nota vital
mensure., The weakness of their position is so manifest
that their poweris gone, Had they considered well before
taking up their first position, and treated the question
strictly and scrupulously on its merits without prejudice, as
they are secking to do now, they would have best served
the cause of Christ, and the bitter feelings which have been
excited would not have been aroused. The moral ig ob.
vious, and ought to be pondered by the representatives of
the various phases of thought in overy Church.

There Should Be No Compromise.

URING the past week the opponents of Sunday cars
were active and good work was done. On the side

of those in favour of tho Sunday cars Prof. Goldwin Smith
has contributed a remarkably woak lettor to the press in
which he advocates a compromise between those on both
sides who hold, what he thinks, are extreme views on the
proposal to have Sunday cars. Without entering into the
theological questions which Prof. Smith brings to t.e front




