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An Object Lesson.A ~lias aristl within the, lree Churech of SeottlandAwiiice tilordq ant obJect leqsait ta tse Cheurclies. At
thee hit< ,.n AsgeiieUy a streuîuous effort was mnade by
a innrity of Vie ieirbers ta tiirow back Lthe l>eciaratory
Aut îvitlî tie iiew of its UltittiatO nepeal. Tlic ininotity
Made<h out a very fair case, if thpir stateneents werc ieîant
tri be takion, naL as so incli rhctoric, but ais Lhe nioderatc,
expression af tiieir deliberate opinion, af thecir mnature con-
% iet ion. ilîey contended theat die Act would oppress tiîcir
cnîciecîces lin thînt it opcucd wido the door for iietorodaxy,
giî ing ollice.bearers andI ministers the riglit ta subsenîbe ta
tie Confessionî of 1?aitli and Standards witiî certain roser-
vations ; and ftirtiierînore, ticat it was si blow nt the con-
stittutioiî of the Free Clîunch as foriiulated ini 1813. the yenr
wieen tie (eurcli wvas arganized. Vfic fact tleat a considernble
heody of thien îisistcrs and( peuple iield tiiese opineions lis vital,
oléflit ta have great infIluence ant tihé: (4eneral Asseiînbly, and
theî suprceie court of the Cliencla îiiit at least lie nlesten-
ed slawly. \ViriîîgtS were. uttered that, should thîe Act bc
linesseti iîîto hiîw, dissension woulti bo fo:lowced by disruption
inii nany congregatioiîs. But the warniiîgs feul uniîceded
ni the Act wa9 duly coîîliriiied. The Iligiîinnders of tho

Nanthe wcîe the first ta takc action. After a fow mieetiigai
wleiciî siiawed that tiîeir leaders would naL leave thec Ciîurclî,
two iinisters anti a nuinher af divinity studemîts placed
thinsoives nt tue liîed af the nion-contents und a fow cris.
lrregatioins hava been forned, wleile an agitation, bitter and
pensonal, is spriîîging up ail oven thc country. Tie minis-
tors wuîo have lîitlento liad great influence witiî Lhe peoplo
have practically loat coentrol because af tlîeir refusai ta saven
thoir conuection with the Ciaurcle, and instead ai Lie estecîci
ai farmner friends tliey ara experieîîcing lîostility, misrepre-
"nît.ation and open apposition. A breacli lias been mnade
wvhiicl, it is ta ho feared, anlv Vice death i auy ai the
ol)uising parties will hîcal. The wvork ai thce Cieurcle is bc.
ilîg fnustrated at a tinta atiierwvisc criticai in the leistory
af the country, and it is questionabie, wlîctler aîîy persan
ulow living wiil Again sou a revival ai the aid confidence in
and defoence ta Lhe Ciîurcie, wvhich was sucle a notable
fcatune ini the clînracter of theo people.

The Declaratory Act fa i~.C. responsibie for ail Lîis; thîe
aid order 'vas passing away subiect ta the general law cf
changn, but tia transition lias been precipitatcd, and aid
inoorings wvrenclied by the liasta witie which the 4.ct was
î,assed in the face ai intelligent and conscientious opposi.
Lien, and the Gentiral Assembly imust thus shane Lthe
responziibility af the present sad state of afFaira. The As.

seiibly was strong and could hava atrordud ta ba pa<tienet.
Paitienceand modoration ouglit ta be the ever.proewnt hand-
mnaillons of strength. Mhon tha wveakc is rutlîlessly cruslied
tita victory ofteîî lieu Nwitlî tho vaniqiimled.

Tite leaders of the ennority ailla allutre the responisibil.
iZ.y. Tfiy lest tue people toot fair. lis tieir z'ea1 tiiey
iîicked wisdoisn, and the wieirlwind whichi tlîoy raised
tliay wero nat ale ta rulc. Thoy lire now in a
very uîîeviable, iîidecd, ils a pitiabli, condition.
Ini thoir opposition ta the~ Act, andl ta tiiu Viows
of certain professera, they went boyoîid thiair deptii;
tho pity of it is, the peuople followved, and now wlîen the
leaiders colt thiecn bîLCk the people wvîll not liston ta ticir
cousnsel. Now, a nuntiber of tli(, eitiieter tire obligcd ta
apologize for tlis Declaratary Act. Evcn sa u-icolinpromiis-
ing a cowbatant nis Mr. Macaskill inds it nectssary ta ex-
plain thut tho priniciple i ofith Churciztire nue. fundaiiioiît-
ally subverted by tao hated Act, against wiîicli for two
ycnrs ha lins raileci ini season and out of sensoti. 'r2ite grcat
danger ta truth arising front proýjudictà hts lind ieldosil, as
mnore striking illustration. live ivero inen in %vilan the
llighlanders iîad the enost pcrfect cotifieîce, ; tuiey wero
ini very deed Vie spiritual guides of the people. Tiicy
utîdertook ta defend the Clînreli agaisist the iniroada of un-
desirabh.î innovations anîd egainst the unsauîid doctrine ci
"advanecdl, critice. 0On tlice 6ubjects9 tihey were iniplicit1y
trustes]. Wlien thec Declittarory Act cnise up, tlîcy opetied
ant agitation aigRiuit it, oflring nu uncoînproînising
opposition. Tlîey toid the peuple tient its passage would
ine.în tie ovcrtlîrow of the tsantials, thce destruction of tien
s:ifegîîards of pure doctrine, tient tie Clurchi wouid becoîneë
a tottnlly différent anc frointlic onc tliey lindjniniedanti, iiiore-
aoier, tiiat tiîey, Ueo einiisters,would tiever cons féruis ta tue uîew
arder of tîcings. The people stepported Uthî atnd bogîie to pire-
pare for tie %vorst. WVlons tue Assînibly rî'fused ta listciî
ta the iiîîinority aînd passed flie Act., tiiese leaders werc
nsk-cd by thei people ta savor tlîeir cannection witi, theu
Churcli Meetings of eiders were ild lit whicli this cati rso
was decided upon, but thsc îîinistcrs dîd not respond.
Tho ministers becanie alarnîed ntL the tue'n tiîgs had
taken and counselced delay, parlay and nîod,-ration. Thîcir
ailvice went uniîeded. Thion tleey lctured tiiedissoatients
on Lhe sin af scisis. Tie latter rcsponded by prontul.
gatiàig a bond of secession whvlîi is bain- extcaîsively signcd
in saine congregations. Tite nîinisteri; have now found it
necessary, ini order ta defend tliernielves, ta explain away
the Dec laratory Act as an objectionablo, but nlot a -uitai
iîeeallure. Tiso weakncss af thoir position is s0 nîanifcst
tiat tlîeir power is gone. Had tleey considered wcil boforo
taking tip titeir firat position, nit treatcd tIen question
strictly and scrupuiously on its mnirts witheaut pre.judîce, as
tlîey arc seeking ta do slow, Llîey would hava bost sorvedl
tie causa af Christ, and the bitter feelings wlîici have been
cxcitcd wouid not have been aroused. TVie moral is ob.
viaus, and auglit ta bo pondered by theo representatives af
the variaus phiaies af Lhouglht in overy Cliorch.

There Should Be No Compromise.

D UING the past wcek tha appontents of Sunday cars
were active and good work was donc. On the sida

af tiiose in favour of t.ho Sunday cars Prof. Ooldwin Smith
lias contributed a remarkably wcak letter ta, tie press in
whicli hie advocates a compromise botweon thoseoan bath
sides wlîo lîold, what lie tiîinks, are extrema views on the
proposai ta have Sunday cars. WVitiîout entering into the
theologicai questions whici Prof. Smnith brings ta L..e front


