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| Pewo of the Ghurches.

Orrawa. —Six persons wero recvived into
memborship at the December communion
sorvice, tive on profession of faith for the
first time, and one from vne of the Praaby-
terian Churchos of the city.  Several others
are expected shortly to unitz, More than
usual iterest has heen nanifested in the
spiritual work of the church of Iate.

Tho Rev. Dr. Stevenson, of Montreal,
lectured recently in the Church, at Ottawa,
on the “Pigrnu Fathem,” of which the
Free Poess says; ** It wis heard by a fairly
large and  smwst  apprecstive  andience.
Senator Ferrier prem(‘cd. The pastor led
in prayer, and presented letters of apology
from anumber of unnisters who were une
able to attend. The Charman then in a
fow appropriate remarhs introduced  the
locturer, who began by graplically skotch-
ing the rehgious condition of England dur-
ing the roigns of Queen Ehzabeth and the
Stuarts. The Congregntionsl wing of the
Puritan party, who cov . no longer remun
in the only purtially  Reformed Church of
Englind, and who wers not pernatted to
et for worshipas their own conscience,
and the Word of God  directed, tirst tled to
leyden, in Holland, for the hberty ther
own country denied them ; and then in the
year 1620, about 100 of them: came to
America e the Maytlower, and planted
themselves, and free mstitutions, eival and
ecclesiastieal, at Plymouth, Massachusetts,
Bancroft declares that civil and religious
liberty wus born mn the voyage of the Muay-
lower, and from that feeble, but grand and
heroie begmning we mhenit all the blessings
for which-our country 18 distingshed. It
is impossible, m the space at our disposal.
to give even u sketeh of the lecture, but 1t
was eloquent and masterly throughout, and
was greatly enjoyed by all present, who
loudly applauded the Doctor at ats close.

On motion of Prineipal Thorburn, second-
ed by Mr. Watson, a hearty vote of thunks |
was accorded the lecturer for s able and ,
interesting lecture.

Senator Ferner also expressed s own |
great delight with the manner - which the |
subject had been presented, after which the
meeting was closed by the Doxology and
the benediction,”

Torox10. -Mr. J.ID. Nasmith who has
for some amie past actively exerted him-
self for the spiritual improvement of the
Deaf Mutes of the City, mecting them
every Sunday afternoon and at other
times, and manifesting 10 many ways ai
deep interest in their welfare, was made
the recipient on Christmas morning of
a volume of Milion with Dore’s itlustra-
tions, accompanicd by the following ad-
dress :—

10 MR, J. D. NASMITH.

We,the Deaf Mutes of Toronto.have been
very desirous for some  time past to ea-
press the sense we entertain of the
unwearying kindness and patientattention
we have received from you, dear Mr.
Nasmith, and the many evidencesof your
sympathy in all that concerns us, which
cach in turn has expenwvnced.  There
15 not one that cannot recall some in-
stance that has testfied that vour kind-
ness towards us is not in word only but
in deed and truth. It is no common 1n-
terest in us and ours, for which we have
to thank you.

We may on this occasion, perhaps, be
crcused for referring to our peculiar posi-
tion and the difficulties of our own
intercourse with others, and if we do so
it is in no spirit of complaint. We
are conscious of the kindly attentions
which have actuated others in their at-
tempts at times to do something for us,
but to none are we so indebted as to you.
You alone have had the courage and
perseverance to overcome the obstacles
which stood in the way of free inter-
course with us.  You alonc have had the
patience to endure disappointment which
every carnest man must feel at the in-
adequate eapression which could be con
veyed to us of the things desired to be
sct forth by your patient perscverance,
and the suggestiveness born of an earnest
will.  You have shown that there are no
obstacles which cannot be overcome, and
you have done us the further bencfit
of not only giving us your own lively

interest and sympathy, but of stirring up
the interest and sympathy of others on
our behalf, so that through you we have
hadaccess to some of the  kind expres-
sions of Christian thouy 4t and  feeling
which are so freely open te others, but
so seldom find their way to us.

We are conscions that kindness such
as yours and directed mainly to such ends
as you never fatl prominently to keep in
view, is not of this world, neither does it
seck ats reward here. It testifies to us
that the event which we at this season
commemorate is no fading vision of the
past, but showing through the mists -
time there is a power and a blessing still
fresh andstrongas the changeless heavens,
and that the life of all love and mercy
still dwells on earth in the hearts of the
servants of the Most High,

But we fedd that there is due from us
some expression of our sense of all that
vou have done for us, and we trust that
the volume of which we beg your aceep-
tance, however  indequate in  intrinsic
value, may not be unacceptableto you, as
some attempt to represent the regard and
gratitude we feel.

Chas. J. Howe, Robt Green, James
Jones, John K. Ellis, 6. B. Bromfield.
Chas. smath, R. C. Hater, John Moore,
J. H.snuth, N. V. Lewis, Henry Moore,
Juseph Farnworth, J. J. Peake.

‘ToroxTo, CHRISIMAS, 1880,

Burrorp.—In November I sent you a
notice, that 1 think has not yet appeared
in the InpErespasT, of a Donation to the
Rev. W. Huy, on Thanksgiving Eve, upou
which ovcasion his fricuds presented him

| with 8121.

Christmns Day was the 40th auniver-
sary of the Sabbuth School, an Xums Treo
wis exinbated and . supper provided.
Tlie meetig was held in the town hall,
ard §71 was added to the funds of the
schoul,

H. C.
Litcrary Notes.
THE  Nawt1oNaL  Suspawy  SCHool

TracsLR has ntroduced some newimprove-
ments for 1381, Maodel blackboard lessons
not  only  are given, bult  underneath
them an antist tells what kind of colors
to use in putung them on the board.
* Class ‘Test Questions™ have been added,
by which a teacher can review the lesson
taught, and in that way sce how well the
scholars remember it.  This magazine ex-
cels i its Analyses of the lessons, in its
Class outlines, s Bible readings on the
main topic of each lesson, as well as
in its expository notes. The January num-
ber is replete with good things.  No matter
vhat other helps we have we cannot afford
o be without 7he Tea.ker.  Chicago =
Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Publishing Co.,
147 and 149 Fifth Avenue.

DICKENS" CHRISTMAS BOoks v FuLL.
—Finely illustrated with 16 new full page
engravings.  Containing (1) A Christmas
Carol, (2, The Chimes, {(3) The Cricket on
the Hearth, (3) The Battle of Life, (3) The
Haunted Man. Thus is a capatal holiday
book.  Printed from new plates, made espe-
cudly for this edition.  Just issued in Stand-
ard Scries) Octavo size' Nos. 38 and 49.
Price postage paid, bound m manilla paper,
cach 23 cenis.

GObELs  COMMENIARY oN LUKE-—
With Preface and Notes Specially prepared
for this Edition by John Hall, D.1I).  Godet’s
Celebrated Commentary on Luke (perhaps
the best commentary on this Gospel ever
written: has been sclling in this country
heretofore at §6. L. J. Funk & Co., have
now in press an edition which they will sup-
ply at popular prices. They are nc!ual‘y

iving 1t as a donation to every subscriber
or their Preacker and Homelitic Maonthly.
Their reprint is wverbatim, includes all the
notes, all the Hebrew and Greek words—
cverything contained in the English sir
avllar cdition. The type is large brevier
lcaded, and the paperis good. The book is
octavo n_size. A Preface and Notes for
this Amcrican Edition have been specially
prepared by John Hall, D.1)., thus greatly
increasing the value of the onginal to all
American readers. This commentary is
most highly commended by such men as

Spargeon, Drs. Crosby, Tuyler, Wm. M.
Taylor. Al will agree wna Dr. Crosby that
Godet is a “man of soundest learning and
purest ortbndoxi'." [The Commentary .anks
very high in this country and in Europe.
There could be no better hand-book of the
kind for teachers in our Sabbath schools,
who dunng the next six months will oind
their lessons inthe Gospel oi Luke. Preach.
ers cannow add to their libraries, atatrifling
cost, a most valuable book o reference,
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_ﬁo_go and €girls.

HOW STRONG 1S GOD 1

How strong is God, papa ? asked Wil-
he Dale,--“strong  as a giant?"

‘Who made giants ?” said his father.

“Why, God, of course,” answered Wil-

lie.
“Then will not God be stronger than
the men he makes?” asked papa.

“Yes, sit. But then, Aow strong is
God ?”

“Stronger thea all men put together,”
said Mr. Dale; “stronger than all angels
and devils |, strong enough to dash all
the worlds and  every living thing to
picces tn a moment.”

I m atrard of Himm,'
hing to hus father's side.

*You need not be, dear. He is strong
enough te keep yvou safe.”

“But I am a naughty boy,” said Wil-
lie.

“Well, God loves you, and He is
strong cnough to make you a good boy.
Ask Him to take you for His own.  lLet
Him helps vou to be good ; and then God
will be on your side.”

said Willie, nest-

A CHIIDS WORD IN SEASON.

An English Clergyman says: “Very
recently a ttle boy 1in my pansh, only
siy years of age, was sent to fetch his
father from a public house. He found
his parent drinkit ¢ with some other men,
one of whom inviied the little fellow to
have some beer. Firmly and at once the
liule fellow replied,

“No, 1 can't take that: I belong to
the Band of Hope.”

The men looked at one another, but
no one was found to repeat the tempta-
tion. The man then sad -

“Well, if you won't take the beer here
1s a peany foryouto buy somebull’s-eyes.”

‘The boy took the penny and said :

I thank you, but 1 had rather not buy
bull's-eyes 5 1 shall put it in the savings
bank.”

The men looked at each other, and for
a few moments were entirely silent. At
length one of them rose and gave utter-
ance to his &celings in these words :

“Well, T think the sooner we sign the
pledge and put our savings in the penny-
bank the better.”

The men immediately left the house.
Such was the effect of the speech of a
boy only six years old.

—

ABOUT CHRISTIAN NAMES.

At the time of the Norman conquest
only English names, with a few old Celic
names, were known in England.  This
may scem to some readers too obvious to
need  setting forth, until they know that
this limitation excludes such names as
John, Thomas, James, Stephen, William,
Robert, and so forth. It is not quite
true to say that John was absolutely un-
known; but it was very rare, and was of
late introduction  Now John and Wil
liam are the commonest Christian names
borne by men of English race. Before
the Conquest the names were truly Eng-
lish—Alfred, Arthur, Ethelbert, Edgar,
Harold, and so forth. After the Con-
quest these rapidly disappeared. The
conqueror’s  language yiclded to the
strength and the foothold of the English
speech, but their names were diff. sed all
over England, and within less than a
century and a half had almost wholly

driven thc English names out of the

country. ‘This is remarkable because,
although the Normans broughtlin Bible
names and saints’ names, as well as their
own proper Scandinavian names, their
list was comparatively small, and the con-
sequencewas a great repetition.  In every
comniunity of one hundred Enghshmen
there would be, during the four hundred
years preceding the Reformation, an
average of twenty Johns and fifteen
Williams, and then, in fewer numbers
and varying proportions, would come
Richard, Robert, Walter, Henry, Guy,
Roger, Thonas, Nicholas, Philip, Simon,
Peter, and so forth,  Of women'’s names
during these four centuries the favourites
were Matilda, Isabella, Emma, Cecilia,
Catharine, Margaret, and Liliian—all
Norman, 1t will be seen. A fact very re-
markable, as to the common repetition of
namws, is that, i many cases, one name
was repeated in one family and in the
same g reration A father would name
two, or, in some cases, even three of his
sons John, or William, or James. This
strange custom did not pass away until
nearly the beginning of the seventeenth
century.

In consequence of this very small al-
lowance of Christian names, the confus-
ing cffect of whic h was aggravated by the
absence of surnames, our forefathers
were sorely put to it to disti,, sh them-
selves one from the other in their every-
day talk. Hence the use of words ex-
pressing a man's occupation, his place of
residence, his personal appearance, or
his parentage as a to-name, and we have
lohn [the] Wheelwright, John [the] Con-
stable, John Attwood, John [of the}
Green, John the] Bigg, John [the] Gray,
John Robert’s-son, and John William’s-
son. Singular remnants of this custom
arc the names By-thesea and Strong-
r'the-arm, which sull exist in England.

But the needs of individual distinction
were far from being fully met in this way,
and recourse was had to nicknames and
pet names.  Nicknames are those which
are nicked, or cut. Pet names were
generally made by the addition of a syl
lable, which was cither diminutive, or
fondly or jocoscly descriptive. Nick-
names hardly need illustration, for we
have them sull in use.  Our use of them,
however, is very limited compared with
that of our forefathers between three and
six hundied years ago. T'om, Bob, Sam,
Will, and the rest may soon be reckoned,
but of old the variety was endless.  Wal-
ter was Wat; Sunon was Sim; Bartholo-
mew, Bat; Gilbert, Gib; Isaac, Hyke;
Nicholas, Col: Gregory, Grig; Robert,
Hob; Lawreace, Larkin; Hugh, Hud;
Theobald, Tib; Cecilia, Cis; David,
Dave, and so forth. Moreover, one
name had many varietics of nicking.
‘Thus, Bartholomew was made into Bat,
Bate, Batty, Bartle, Toilh, and T'holy;
and besides it was both nickedand petted
into Bartelelot and Batcock by a process
to be explained hereafter. Now, all these
nicked and petted names sticking to
those to whom they were given, became
first separate Christian name, and  after-
ward surnames.  ‘They may all be found
in the London Dircctory. So William
became not only Wikl bhut Wiilot, Wil-
mot, Wilkin, and Wilcock, and these
nicknames all became surnames, as any-
one may sec. John was Jack, but it was
also Jenn, and Jenning, and Jenkin, and
Jackcock, and Brownjohn. and Mickle-
john, and Littlejohn: and all these
nicknamas and  pet  names, ad-
hering to their bearers, became sur-
names. It was no mere freedom of in-
tercourse or slipshodness of speech which
made these nicknames and pet names so
common. It was absolutely necessary.
For, soo years ago, one-third of all the
Englishmen alive were named cither
John or William, and they had no sur-
names! —Richard Grant White.

True friends visit us in prosperity only
when invited, but in adversity they come
without invitation.— Theophrastus.



