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corne witlî any prepared plan. Conforonce will be froo-yet if suggestions in writing
frein varieus places wero sent, it would bo well. If the present arrangements are
at fault let us alter them. If thero be any doubtfalness about tho manner or
amount of expendituro lot it have utterance. If othor officers -vould ho better,
lot us have them. Consider the good and great cause, antk the dlaims of our
Divine Master, and let otiier things yield and be in subordination. But the
standard of giving-the scaleo f contribution-inust be raised greatly ainong us or
we shall have to blush and be ashamced in the presonce cf our brethren, if nlothing
more.

Montreal, Feb. l5th, 1877.HERWIKS

LAY EVANGELISM.

A PAVERt iEAI> BY iTHE REv. S. T. G1BBs, BEFORE THE CENTRAL AssociATION
AT ALTos.

Nothing iii ail the wvorks of God eati equal the salvation of mnai. The ourse
froni which it delivers, the blessings ivhich it confers, the agency by which its
blessings are dispensed, the means by which it is efiècted, the nice adaptation of
ail the instruments to its respective parts, ail prove it to ho a grand and beauteous
display of the wisdom of God.

Whlat I have briefiy to dIo is to call your attention to the liuman înînistry %vliich
it lias pleased God to emiploy, iii exueuting Dlis design of salvation. The subject
iappointed me is, Il Lay Evangelismi-."

There are obvioiis reasons why this iniistry, or instruuîentality, slîould be
huii-ani-wvy, in preaching the Gospel of our salvatien, angels, and any Other in-
telligent beiîgs, with whomi we are îîot acquainted, were passed over, aîîd this
great treasure wns deposited in earthen vessels.

[t is nocessary liere to promnise, thiat it lias pi eased the Great Sheplierd to ap-
point an erder of mon to the special work of iîîztructing His Chiurch iii religion.
These, hîowever they mnay possess the saine infirînities as their brethren, and Meetjthein in nuinerous points, are, nevertheless, separated to the office cf the Chris-

in iistry.
Down to the days of Moses, while the nations of the earth wore small, and, in-

deed, mère farnilies, in g-enieral, the father wvas the priest. Yet, even thon, had
a sort of distinct order sprung up, as may ho learaied froni the instance of
iMelchizedec, and oth ors.

But when the Alniiglhty w.vas pleased to organize a people more espeoially for
Hinîseif, Ho appointod a rogular priesthood, and tlîis priesthood was continue d
through the ages cf the Jewish Theocracy, down to the coming of the Great Hig h
Priest of our profession.

But roference te the Jewisli priesthood îîîay be considered rather illustrati3n
than argument, or, at loast, reasoning froin analogy.

We tind, thon, that ou- Saviour when first proinlgating the Gospel, called iii
the aid of mon, separated them froni their worldlv business, and, liaving instructed
themn, solemnly conîmissioned them te go inito the villages aîîd towns, and preach
the Kingdom of God. The appointniont of the twelve, and of thne seventy, was
a kind of ordination to this office, and the last act of Hiin that had been dead and
was. alive again, before Ho ascended rip inte Heaven, was a recognition of the min-
isteriad office. "lGo ye,"-it was the eleven disciples whom lie addressed, "lGo
y, tereocr0, and teacli ail nations, baptizing themn in the naine of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching theni to chserve ail thinga,
whatsoover I have commandod you: and, le! 1 arn with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.", Hence, we find these disciples net only devcting them-


