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SANPLE AND SHOW RMONS AT ODESSA.

It wvas rccntly announiced that, vith, a viewv te pro.
moting Aaierican trade on the Black Sea coast, the United
,-taites Goveriimient hiad dcded to appoint a numnber of
commercial agencies iii Souithersi Rr-ssia, where thcre will
he a permanent exhibition of Anierican produets, and
C%,ery possible facility wîll lic given for their importation.
nie first of tiiese agencies, wvhichi wili be placed under
Consular supervision, is to be opened at Odessa. In coin-
mcnting uipon thîs fact, a Germian rigvspaper offers the
tipinion that Ilwlîen the Americans once ý-zcure a hold on
the markets of thc Levant, their v'ast resources, their busi-
ness capacity and energy, and the vigilance of their Con-
suis wiil give themi the lead in mnany classes of goods." In
tlîis connection it otight to bc borne in mmnd that although
the highly protective custonis duties in force in Rîtssia
-tg.inst incoining merchandise act as a strong deterrent
te importers, yet if Amnerican firnis should succeed in
deriving commtercial advantage froni agencies and show-
roonîis, there is no reason wvhy other firmns should tot fol-
low the exaniple set theni by their enterprising cempetitors
in that market.

MOISTURE IN TEXTILES.

An esteemied contemporary says : It is a well known
fact that ail textiles Mi'len cxposed to danipness absorb
moisture in large quantities, and consequently increase in
wveighit. \Nhen stored in a dry place the saine textiles
lose their nîoisture. The effect of this hygroscopic
prcperty is that the weight of a given lot of textiles varies
froin day te day, se that it is absolutely impossible te tell
at any tinie tlîe actual weighit of that lot without testing it.
It is easy to understand that these conditions have been,
and still are, a source of great trouble to dealers. Let
us suppose, for instance, that a lot of wool lias heen baled
and weighed on a damp or rainy day, then kept in storage
for sonie weeks and shipped in dry, windy weather. Whien
the lot arrives it will have lost nearly ail its moisture, and
wvhen it is wveiglied by the buyer every bale wili appear te
bo short, coniplaint wvill naturally be made and trouble is
likely te ensue. Under reversed, conditions the lot xviii
have gained. As may :îaturally be supposed such a state
of affairs cannot lie suflcred te continue indefiniteiy. \Vool
is the fiber nîcst sensitive te misture, says a writer in a
contemporary, varying as it niay froni 5 to 35 per cent. of
its actual weigbt, accorditig te the action of atrnospheric
influence. But as the prîce per pound for wooi was less
than for sîlk, it w-as in the silk trade that the miatter was
flrst studied, and inl 1750 an establistîment wvas founded in
Turin, te ascertain the Ilcondition c f the silks sold an
that miarket. From this we have the terni Ilcondition-
ing." Actually a 41conditioning bouse " is a laboratory in
which tests are niade te ascertain net only the percentage
cf niaisture contained in a textile, but also the percentage
of foreign niatter (gum, grease, soap, ail, etc.), the size or
count, tlie tenacity or strength, the elasticity, the amount
of twist, etc. In fact, a conditioning bouse may be called
an assay office for textiles. In somte silk centres the

practice of conditioning wvas extende(i to lîigh grade weols
used in miixed goods, then te ordinary grades, and :ît the
prescrit tinie ail EISuropean textile mnarkets possess at lcast
one conditioning liouise. In order te have a hasts for coin-
miercial pîirposes it is necessary to inake a certain allow-
afice for nîoisture, because we nleyer find, in normal con-
ditions, silk or wvooi absohîtely dry. T1liat allowance, or
ireprise," is the quaîîtity cf mîoistiîre wliiclî is acfded te

the absolute dry weiglit iii order te ebtain the conditioned
weight ;, it cannot ho the saine for ail textiles, for tbey (Ie
net contain the sainîe ameuhit cf moisture Mihen placed
tinder identical inatuences. Ati International Congress
met in Turin in l175 ani adopted tlue folloNving reprises:
Silk, i i per cent.; wool (conibed>, îi btler cent. ; woi
(spun), 17 per cent. ; cclton, 8ý per cent. ; tiax, 1-2 per
cent. ; lueîîup, 12 per cent, ; tow (splun), 124 per cenît.;
jute and Phoriumii, 131 per cent. cf the absolute dry
weight of the textile.

Those percentages are 110w applied in ail condition.
ing houses in the world.

LONDON WOOLREPORT.

C. B3alme & Co., in their report of the Thuird Scries of
Colonial \Vooi Sales of the cnrrent year, whicli opened on
the 2nd uit., and closed on the i9 th, state that of the
(luantity sold, approximiatcly 95,000 bales have heen taken
fer expert, ;jothing ha ving bCCII purchased for shipmnent to
Anierica. The immediate cause of the very sharp risc in
values which muarked the series of sales wluich closes to.day
was the notable advance iii quiotatiens for merino "ltops"'
which began cirectly after the £-aster holidays. The
"lternie " *markets of Antwerp and Roubaix led the way,
and Leipsic and B3radford followed suit. In spite cf the
known shertage of fine wools, manuifacturers have for
some tinue past been deterred trom holding any but the
iightest stocks by the sluggisiî state of the %wooleîi textile
trade and the rcpeated peliticai disturbances of the last
two or three years. rhuey wvert not slow te realize that,
with a clearer polihical horizon and more prenîising trade
prospects, they miglit lie catight understocked, and se the
nievement grew surprisingly in strengtli, uiniil at the open-
ing cf the auctiens, prices for tops stood at a luigher point
thian lias been reached since z.S9o. 1%litli a crcwded sale
room, values fer muerines, whetier greasy or scoured,
ruled frem the eutset 15 te -,o per cenit. above 'Match
parity. Frencli buyers topped thîe miarket te begin with,
but with (lie advent cf free Geruit andi Englisl cotmpeti-
tien later on and the keenest general animation, frein 20 te
25 per cent. in excess of thue final figures cf the second
stries wvas frequently paid. Towards the end of thc sales
a ratdier more sober spirit pervadcd the roon ewing te
casier quotations for tops on the Continent, and tlue con-
cluding prices cf the auctions show practicilly ne variation
from opening rates. As was only te be expected, fine
crossbreds have beneficed very largely liv the sharp
demand for nierinos. Thuey shared the opening inîprove-
ment te the extent cf frein ici te 15 per cent., and gradu-
ally gained ground throîîglout, tuntil at the close they are
nearly 2o per cent. dearer than in March. The comuparative


