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The Hlome of Christ
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WÂVTCHE8,/ ETC.
IlAnd leaving Nazareth, Ife came and

dwelt at Capernaum, wlîich. is upon the saa
coast.' -Malt. jr. 13.

Tliat ie always a momentous cra iu the
history of every îndividual, when the peri-
od of yoith is over, and mauhood goes
forth te giapple with tihe sitern rcalities of
life. Existence lias new responsibilities-
new cares-new hepea -new motives-new
trials-ne%î juye. If the character was
plastie befo'e, and only moulding or devel-
0 ing, now iL fast conrolidates. di The

jan"tak-et a new position. Ile selects iris
own associawe-discovers bis own resources
-maniesta bis own tastes and congeniali-
tics. Thse tagnctic needie, trernbling and
oscillating leciore, fixes itseif now te its
pole; and tiere, witS littie variation, re-
mains tiii h3 goes to the lust and longebt
home of ail.

We have it. theae words thSe firat glîmpse
which thse J3.bie gives us of the 1uie el
Jtsat. A.rouid that naine, the carthly
H3ome of thse Lord of Giory, how many
hailowed and sacrcd thoughs gather!
Other spots already clairned. thSe honour.
Egypt was for a ime lis home. Thither,
in thse morning of that mysterions infaney,
Be led with Bis parents, tili a message
frein Beaven assured of a safe return.
Nazareth was Blis home. There, art un-
penetrabie silence broods over thirty years
of wondreus ir.terest to ail ime. We dare
net lift the veil of secresy. But we can
well pieture thSe iovingness of that Child-
keed and Youth$ unrufflcd by one frown or
passion or taint of selfishiness-a Bloly
Liglit in a dwelling of peaceful obseurity,
Blis bauds toiiing, as we have resen to be-
lieve they did, in thSe werkslsep of Bis re-

pUtd father, thus voiuntariiy subjecting
idimself tu thSe full heritage of thse curse of

toil. W'e eau picture the ivanderings 0fthat nîysterious boyhoed amid thse olive
greves and wooded emninence %vlich on-
ciosed the Village. We eau listen in
theuglit te tie carliest prayers, lisped in the
quiet homnestend or on thse sulent his. Ris-
ing even then with elastie step d'a great
wiîIe before day," wbiie thSe liwer vaiiey
was StiR sleeping arnid the shadows of cnriy
daiwn, thse "i oiy chiid " ivas invoking thSe
car of Ris Patser in Bleaven.

But CÂS'EztNArm is invested with. a
decper intcrest stili. Yoîîth, obscurity, pri-
vary, ar4 Ieft Be is riew the publie I>ersou
-the Teacher sent frees God-the Mis.
Nazareth was the home. of Ris parents.
Thera He was c4 subjeet, te tiiem. ThSe

peried et subjeetion is over. Ifo bas coma-
pieteis beauteous exanipl--He has rend

Bis ehoiy lessen te boyhood and yeutb.
New He bas te bear a more advaneed and
digniîed testimeny. Manhoed in its prime
is invited te corne te the shores of (rennesa-
ret, or te enter ene ef thSe lowly petico i
thSe towvn of (Zaperaaurn, and gather solemu
instruction by a vîisit to thse 11E~ op
J3sus 1

IlMaster, where dwcllest thiou?" said two
of Ris disciple-foiIuwer.* on une occasion.
IlCornu and sec," was Blis anbwer, Ile in-
vites us tu cerne aIso. We can, indued,
speak nuthing rugarding that lun iy dweil-

"eXînmr ne stone uf thse outer
buiding; we cannot tell wietlier tho blue
waves ut the Lake murmured under its lat-
tice; or whether it ioke eut te the, vines
climbin gthe siopes whieh lîemmed in the

B1n lut the mere locality is netising.
t sthe wondrous Lite that Etampeti its

impresa on that home, and that reads many
a lbson btili as tu what thse homne and tise
1l/7s tegetîse!r siîeuld bc. Corne, then, let us
gather witlî ail re'.erencc aroiund thii idul
il<Bone,'>' wviire tise idéal of M.&N, the root
andi flower of perfet liumanity inysterious.
]y unielded itseîf.

Let us lookS e thse bite et Jesus in its two-
fobd aspect--social and individuel, public
and privati.

I. SeeIÀL.vr.The character ot thse Re-
deemer partook of no asceticism, Tise
Berne ot Jeans was in the centre of Galilean
and (Jerusalem exeepteti> thse centre of
Palestine lite. Bie was, in this respect, un-
lise isis great forerunner, John the Baptist.
Rigiti, austere, beparating isimself frein tise
amenities et existence, tise wibderness and
solitudes ef Judea were iris abode. 1-e
shunned soeiety. Be1 came and deiivered
his message tu, Leeming multitudes by day,
and then as tise ni glît ahadows gathered
-round thseJordan, he pinnged back into
the untretiden wiids, with nu eye to look
h-indiy on ii but tisat ef One, whose pre-
sence to him was more than. ail liurnan
tenderness could be! Tiere waa rncit te
love, at lat te revere, about thSe lldrbin-
ger et the Messiah. Bie was bold, honest,
întrepid, sincere. Ble bad forsaken ail for
tise sakie of his message. Ble ceuld afford
ne ime te fritter away in a wortlîless world.
It touk hini thse livelong nigist te get is
spirit brnccd up for thSe rboiemu embassy of
thse morrow. Vi tiS tise prayer stili linger.
îng on bis lips, he went forth wi-tlî tise obti
btiuing itcssaire cf pcrsuasion and ttrrr-
"«Repent ye, for tise Kingdem cf Becaica is
at lhand !"

But thse Borne of Jesus was net the ivild.
ernesa 3 No seluded nookwas Bis sebected
dweliing--no quiet P5 alestine hamiet whiere


