
TUE CHURClI OF SCOTLAIND.

CANfIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY.

To TuE EDITOR 0F T1RE " MONTIILY RECORD."

Dear Sir,-I have often liad my attention drawn to the inadequate suppiy
of iiistcrs in our British Ainerican Churches. This want lias been, perhaps,
feit more powcrfiully in our Chutrch than in any otîmer; and it hias doubtlcss
arisen, in a great mnsure, from the sad desertion of our puipits in the dark
davs of '42-'3. Into tlicpropriety or impr-oprieýty ofsaid desertiosi of our Zion,
by those who, once, stood by lier altars and trimmed lier fires, 1 have no iiiten-
tion to enter. 1 purpose, briefly to notice thefact that there fis a great wvaut of
yoîîng met, cominý forward and offering theinselves Ibr thc nisitry,, and the
best iode of securîng an adequate supply of the proper eharacter.

Ail branches of the Chutrcli of Christ, ini Anglo-Saxon communities, are feel-
in tiiis iYant of good men to minister in hioly things. Event the E stablislied
Churdli of England, in which the, highiest prizes, in a pccuniary point of view,

are hield out to, talented and anibitious young men, and into whose clerical
ranks a larger proportion of persons will therefore enter, from mere worldly
motives, has beexi compelled to, admit a numnber of men into lier ministry v ho
hiave neyer passcd tlrough ia University course. The peculiar Churcliorganiýation
of our Wesleyan brethiren gives thein an advantage over ail atler bodies, with,
peîîtaps, one or two minor exceptions. ihcy have alwvays been able to, kecp
theuiselves well supplied in quantity, even thoughi, in* n aei isbe
at thc expense of quality. iPerhaps they are not so flir wvrong in tIns keepingr
their niinistcrial ranks well filcd, and ivith their best men in &Ce Most important
and honorable positions, as ive, in our pride c.f learning, are apt to ia-
ge. It is, no doulit, apleasaint thouglit, that whlelotier churelies have lower-

cd 1tlieir standard of theolooical and literary training in order -o meet the svants
of nei and grroiwing countries, our time-honored Zion las, evexi ini the darkest
lotir of lier history', "dcmanded the sanie sdholarly attainments at thc bands of
1er iniisters as in lier mnost prosperous days." This, we repent, is, De doubt, a
very pleasant, theuglit, but 1 fear tlîat the pIecasure; won't pay foir the ground wve
have lost, by refusinga to come, downl froin thc high position wîich, lias placed
our clergy aiong theê best educated body of in in thc world.

Tiiere is rooin just now witlîin the Synod's bounds, for sume six or ciglit
more miiiisters than wc hiave, and the question is, whlere are they to be iad ?
Tiiere is certainly no uise in ]ooking beyond our own Provinces for a permanent
sîmpply. 'Tis true, some good and noble mcn have corne out frein the mother
clîucli, and spent tIc vigrour of their manhood's prime ini making us what we
.arc to-day.-All hionor to the noble band vhio lcft countr 'y and kindred, and the
endearmnents of home, to build the watelitowers of our Zion in these far off
YWestern lands.-But it is a notorious fact, that, along ivith many excellent
muen, profound sciiolars, and earnest and able pre.ehers, tiere have been those

lwho did not adapt theuiselves to the peculiarities of Colonial society, and wlo,
nflidling t extend the boundaries of our eliurch, have yielded to the Ion-ine

desire so strong in rnany minds to end their days in the country of' tlieir birth.
presuine We are ail convinced from, experience, tlîat wc cannot, and must net,

ifwcv intcnd to prosper, depend on Scotland for our suppiy of ministers. We
Èiiçl1n0 fault witlî tIe great majority of men wvhom we, receive froin lier, and
look upon some of them as bcing among the brightest ornamnts of our dhurci.
But whîile doing so, we must noti shut our eyes to the fact thiat, sudh a source o;f
Supply wilI aJlvays bie very uncertain, whilc the Trans-atiantie birth ofso mnany
of our clergy lias always given to, our churci an exotic claracter, whiichli.ha
Miitated poiverfully against lier success nmong persons not strongly Scottisl in
tlieir sympathies. Promn thiese and other sources arise the great nccessity for a
native ininistry. To supply timis iYant, -ie have been makingf vigforous efforts
Èor thc hast ten or t.wvelve, ycars.-Young mien of talent have been wsisted


