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in the jurisprudence of civilized and free couintries outaide the

domain of the common law and it is nowhere observed amnung
Our own people in the searcb of truth outaide the adminigt.-ation
of the law " or as "the pri vilege of crime."

Ex-President , William H. Taft in bis address be pore the Civic*
Forum of New York City on April 28, 1908, said:

"Arn now, what has been the resuit of the lax administration
of criminal law in this country? Criminal statistics are ex(eed-
ingly difficuilt to olotain. The nuinher of homicides one cau note
from the daily news4papers, the number of lyvnciungs and the
niiihl)er of executioris, but the number of indictments, trials,
con victions, acquittals. or mistrials it is hard to flnd . Since 1885
in the Unites States there have been 131,951 murders and homii-
cides, and there have been 2,286 executions. la 1885 the number
of mnurders w-as 1,808. In 1904 it bas incrcased to 8,482. The
ii nibcr of executions in 1 M-5ivas 108. In 1 l'04 it was Il16. Thisî
startlmng mecreaise in the inmber of murders and homicides as

comnpare(l mith the iinmer of executions tells the story. As
inurder is on the incrtasc, so are al! offences of the felony clasq,
arnd there (an he no doubt, that fhcy will continuie to incerease
unless the crirninal laws are cnforred witb more certaintv. more
se-erity than they now arc."

i'hc criiiiial statistics referred to 'hy ex-Pregident Tfaf t are
those published b% the C'hicago Tribane either 'cn New l ear's

l)ay or eise on the last dlay of eurch year since 1885, showing tbe M
iuibler of hom,;iides andl exccutions in the United States for cach
year.

The C'hicago Tribune gives the number of homicides (including
mlanislaiightexrs) iiithe United States ini 1912 as 9.12; the numher

of executions in 1912 as 145; it give8 the nuIfller of hoicides
(including mianslaughters) in 1913 as 8,902.; the number of execu-

slaughters) in 1914 as 8,251; the iiinl>er of execution@ in 1914
(including 2 for another felony) as 74; it gives thr nuînhler of
homicides (and manslaugbters) iii 1915 as ý) 230; the ntuniber of
execut ions in 1915 (including 8 for another felony) as 119.


