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too many cases The Iaw la enriched, and flot arnot;'ered, by its
many cases. But the jýeneraliziuig must he clone by carefn1 snd
mcurate method and with adequate expenditre of time, neither

of whkhl the lawyer cau be expeeteà to bring to sucb work.
And co il. bas cornte to pam that, after the work of the great
<ominentatora, and ina equene the work of the digestera, lias
been donc, need Las developed tte mxodern annotator and his
methoda. Ris work rceievea the common law front the neceusity
of a Justinian or a Napoleon to recodify our law; for whex a
.conflict of authoritiea' la rightly and patîently examined, and
the cases explained ini a good annotaion, the tonflict is often
fotuid to have been an appearance, and flot a reality, or else the
true anod the fallacions are sifted so thoroughly that the lawyer
as he reads la freed frepi doubt ard vexatian.

"Such work as this tl'at the annotator does cannot i14 done
in a' digest )r a text-book, or by any other known method than
annuation of some weIl-chosen mae. (See note on Rule in
SkeIIey's Caqe, 29 L.R.A. (N.S.) 963, for rýxample.I There are
tbous&,ni's of trite and commonplace cases fit only to be data
from which the law 'nay be deduced, or perhaps only te be illus-
t rations of long se-ttled and v- ell-anderatood miles. Thtey must
be reported in sorne lva:', if only that tiine and the general judg-
ment oqf la-syers may assign to tbem their trie value among the
precedeuta of the law. Qa sncb cases annotation is too valuahie

to be wasted. They present nothing that requires more than the
reporter and the digester eau give, until the time when the
annotator shall need to compare them with ail the other trite
or eomanonplaea cases in the production of some exhaustive
and clarifyiug trýCatMeDt of an important doctrine.

«-t is iinplied in the foregoing staternênte that the province
of the annotator iae ciefly within those departmcnts of the 1 w
'hat are conflicting or vexatious, or full of varying minutiSe. or31 novel, requiring the aid of difficuit, analogies because diree~ pre-
cedenta are lackir'g, but it is not meaut to excl',de another formn
of annotation; namely, that wijach collatea the citatione of earlier

j cases and so arranges them as to shew the hiatory and influence


