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Section 9, however, prevents one class of
these questions from, being raised, by provid-
ing that a husband shal 1flot be liable to
account for his wifes incorne and personalty
received by hirn with ber sanction; although
we can conceive a good many nice questions
being raised as to what ainounts to such sanc-
tion on bier part.

Section 10 contains a saving of oxisting
Settlements, and power 10 make future settie-
menits, and does away with the doctrine of
restraint on anticipation as a bar to the elaims
of the creditors of the wife, where sncli re-
straint is contained in any future settlement.

Section Il extends the principle of the
Infants Settlement Act, 18 & 19 Vie., c. 43,
enabling a girl (even if under seventeen appar-
ently) to make binding settlements with the
consent of ber parents or guardian, and of ber
intended husband, and saves the husband's
covenant for settlernsnt of wife's after-acquired
property made before the Act cornes into
operation.

We have thus endeavoured tu give a short
sketch of the principal features of this Act,
whicb, bowcver it may be amended, must, if
it passes, mnodify to a great extent, if not re-
volutionise, tbe position of married. women in
England aS regards prop erty. -Solici tors Jour-
n'al

TH1E 'tAW TIMES' AND TIIE 'tAWV
REPORTS.'

Our cotemporary, the Law' imes, bas, with
that complacency which neyer forsakes hiin
under the most trying circumstances, reviewed
the conditions and prospects of the two rival
mnonthiy Reports, the 'LAW JOURNAL REP'ORTS,'
and the 'Law Reports.' He bas learned with
sorrow, thouigb not with surprise, that the
balance sbeet of the 'taw Reports' displays a
considerable defleiency. But the sorrow is
alieviated by the reflection tbat after ail a bal-
ance eau bo struck by a curtailaient of the
salaries of the reporters to the tune nf about
1-,0001. ; and that, as those gentlemen eu-
barked in the concern on speculation, their
misfortnne, is of no particular account. Iu-
dependently of this very trifling question of
payimg the real labourers in the vineyard, the
Law' Times declares empbatically that the
coaeern ia solvent, and itoth ends are made to
îoeet. 'lhree weeks ago, another legal con-
temnporary gave its readers an insight into the
report of one of the auditors of the 'Law Re-
ports' and we ventured to cite that staternent
in Our on n columus. But il appeared that
the deficieucy on tbe two years 1866 and 1867
stood at '4,00V1., exclusive of 3,8621. 103., due
te reporters, and the surn of 5711. paid by the
Lins of Court and Law Society.' So that, be-
yond the insignificant detrintent to the purses
of the reporters, there was a, loss of more than
4,5001. on the general workring of the concerul
for two yext-s. Tt fohlow%ýs t4at iu tiw opinioni
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of our eoternporary the~ Law Timses soleencey
means a dead loss exceeding 2,0001. per annum.

But the disease having been tbus analysed,
and describedin language of singular muodesty,
the prescription for a cure follows in due
course. The 'Law Reports' canuot flourish
unless they can add one thousand naines to
their subseription list, and that feat, says the
Law' imes, tbey will not accoinplish. There
is a bint tbrown ont that the First yo'ir is thc
best year which. the 'Lawv Reiports' have sccen,
or ever will sc. Curiosity and noveity at-
tracted a body of .subseribers. The reaction
bas corne, and that, too, at a timeo wbeni the
profession is very poor, and when cash is nu-
usually scarce aniong its utembers. Even the
Laîe Tlimes cannot get in ils mioney. So xvbat
possible chance have the ' Law Reports,' which.
insist on paginent in advance. Therefore the
'taw Reports' must eut down expendilure
by abolishing- the Wekly notes and Statutu,
and after that tremendous jettison their ship
niay possibly gain the port. This is the state-
ment and the advice of the Laio imes, and it
assurediy is not for us to express auiy Opinion
on the efhlcacy of the suggested reniedy. It
is enough to say that whitever may be th2
exact stale of legai business, our experience
in the payment of accounts doos not coinicide
with tbat whieh is s0 naively and piteously
disclosed by the Lau' Times; and we suppose
that, if the profession is really as poor as it la
averred, we ought 10 render very hearty thanks
for lthe prompt manner in which our sub-
seribers dischargo their dues toward us.

But bas the wbole case as to the 'taw Re-
ports' heen stated ? We have refrained bither.
10, and intend to refrain, frorn anything like
hostile comment on that publication, but at
least we shall be guilty of no breach of decorurià
in quoting a passage frorn a report dated June
17, 1867, and signed by no less a person than
Sir Rouint1eli Palmer. T[ho words are the,,e:
'The accounts for the year end:'ng Decemher
81, 186 ;, have been duly auidited; and after

ain edtfor the stock on 7iand at the subt
8crivtion price, the expenses of the year in-
cluding the additional cost of the Weckly
Notes and the Statutes, and payrnent in full
of the salaries of the editut s, secretary, and
reporters bave been nî.t.' It wouid, there-
fore, at first sight appear that the enorutous,
deficiency of 8,0001. bas been incurred in lte
year 1867. But the real construction of this,
somnewhat ambiguous clause seins 10 ho that
a clean balance sheet was shown by taking,
credit for unsold copies just as if titey had
been sold, a metbod ofcomnputation concerning
wbîcb we forbear te say more than titat the
samie result xvould bave been achieved, if flot
a single copy bad ever been sold. On this
principle, the Council migbt bave reprinted a
few extra tbousand copies every yesr, taken
credit for tlîem at l'ail uiscription price, and
shown a balantce in their favour 10 al eternity.
Quittîng, however, titis question, of n hich lime
will lie the best exponent, we liqstmn tu sce


