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f .. ,In the early davs of the American colonies, silver currency
~ : ~ was as sacas paperw~as in thielast yctr of grace. Ve are told

pad in thb eneefh ~, century', in New England, taxes w2re
pai inbee, prkcheese, or such like; in one town, ini milk.

w,ý.r à pails. In Delawvare, debts wvere, at times, paid in pumrpkins; in
PLtnns.\lvaniia, the prncipal kinds of preduce Nverc legal tenders;
in Massachusetts, in 16,35, the General Court made mnusket halls
current for a farthing apieco (ho\vever, " noe mani was conipelled
to take above 121. att avebten .Rice Nvas the prevaizi
currenicy ini South Carolina -,but in Maryland and Virginia, fromn

verv' earlv period unttil manv~ v'ears after tho Revolution, the
.. pound of tobacco wvas the unit of ~au-dbsand taxes, and

fineus an.! penalties, werc cailctilited in it and paid by it. Thov
charges of iniikecpers "'ere tlhus inef1, 6q( , 1w a law ofMa-
land Everv oriavkeptthat sliall dleinan or tak ql)o\'t.,
i lbs. of tob.acco for a gallon of simill beer, 20 Ibs. of tebacco
for a gallon of strong bort', .1 lbs. foi- a night s ledgiri' . inl a bCd.

f .12 lbs. for a peck of idian corn or natts. 0 IL5. fei- a niight's grass
for a horse, io lbs. for a igh-t's liav or Stashall forfuit for
elerv!offenlce 500 lbs. of tolbacoe.e' No mie could sell, in that
province (wnder that la\v), anv cider, quiince-d n nk, et' thet'

strong liquor, to bo drtink ~n bis or ber houso, limlot' penalty o>f
i ,000 lb,,. cf tohacco for evet'y conviction. The folwing clause
in the sanie act wvould ho a perfect godsend to the bunimers and
deadbeats cf this niineteenth ceniturv it wvas - - No ordinarv-
keeper shail refuse to credit any persan capable cf giving a vote
for election of delegatcs in anv coutvt, for any accommoda tions
by' hiim vended, to the vau f 0 bs. cf tobacco, under the
penalty o)f 400o lbs. of tobacco.-

A niagistrate presunîing to join perotSC)1 in holv wedlock, N-ht!ii
qthere xvas a minister ini the parish, \vas, uindet' the laws o 70

rM " subjerted to a fine cf 5,000 lbs. of tobacco. In the saine province.
and mnder the saine lawv, and for the encouragement of able min.
,isters, instead of tithes, a taN cf 40 lbs. of tobacco per' pol was,
yearly, levied on ever% taxable person in everv parish.

In Virginia, it \vas enacted, in 1632: " Becauise of the low,
price of tobacco at present, it is further granted and ordered that

ï. ~there shall be Iikewise due to the mYnisters, from the flrst day of': ~ March last past, for and during the terni of one wvhole year next

1' ensueinge, the twentyeth calfe. the twentyeth kidd of -zats, and


