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in large masses in the Laurentian rocks of Ontario, in the towriships
of Elzavir, Lake and Tweed.

Tt. is also found in Norway and Sweden wvhere rocks sinîjilar in age
and character occur. The fluer varieties of amiantius and asbestus
cctr nîost abundantly in the Alps of Savoy, near the botundary of

:Switzer-lauîd anid Italy, and iii the island of Corsica, at whicli places
beautifully wvhite silky fibre is foiind iii considerabi., qtuantity along
,with mutch of the coarser varieties.

The variety knowvn as tremolite is found in sev.t-aI counitries, gene
-rally in the old Latirentian rocks, iii connection 'vith limiestone. It
-consists of lonîg prismatic crystals of -white, grey and green colors.
,but hais not the flne fibrous texture of amianthus or chrysolite, and it
frequently graduates into actinolitie forms. It occurs in the Lauren-
-iiaiis of Canada and New York where it bas been inined for some years
to a limited extent. Cork, leather, &c., are also found in rocks of the
,sanfie hiorizoni, 8,nd beautifuil specinmeas of the fornmer are obtained froni
-the township of Biickiuîghain, in Qtuebec. The preceding minerais
belong to wvhat is styled the grotup of' the anhyclious silicates in which
-Nvat*zr is stipposed, for the inost part, to be wvaiiting.

Of the other varieties, Uelonging to the talc and serpentine group
we flnd water entering into th<'ir composition to a very appreciable

*extent, and they are therefore placed in the group of the hydrous
silicates of miagnesia. These include talc, soapstone, or stearite,
ýpntstone serpentine and a nuniber of othier kinds, somnewhat similar but
,mot economically important. The composition of ail these May 'bP
*generally stated to be silie.H, magnesia and water, with occasionally a
litfie alumina ùnd iron, the percentage of water, ranging frein'di to 5,
in talc, t, 1 *2j anîd 15 in serpentine, se that the distinction between.
the two grouips, the hydrous and the anhydrous, ie, in this way,

-elearly raked. While the composition of talc, soapstone and serpen-
-tine is to, a great extent the saine, or viith the ingredients in slighitly
wvarying proportions, the ninieraI whichi we cal] asbestiis iii Quebec, but
-whose triie nanie is chrysolite, is confiued almost entirely to the
,latter. The serpentine itse]f is frecquentdy of varying, colors, being
-green, grey, red, yellow and browvn, having a Ihardiie.-s of about 3 to 3,
,and i, specifi3z gravity of 2.5 te 9.7. It is grenerally iuassive, l'ut some-


