
IlWithi the ordinary type, !lîowever, tiiere occur at two points to
the north-east of St. Stephen, rocks of very different aspect. Theso
are the dark grey dioritic rocks containingy serpentine, diallagea and
chromic oxyd. AbDut two miles north of St. Stephien, niay be seen
led-es of co:trso grained, dark grey granitoid diorite, having thin layers
of picrolite or fibrous serpentine in the joints as Nvell as serpentinous
matter in the body of the rock. In crossing theso 1.edgcs towards St.
Ste1 )hen, the rock beconies sonoiewat darker, and portions are met wvith.
exlîibiting thin' laniination, the laniinoe being separated by ]ayers of
serpentine about one-eighth of an inchi in tliickness." Thare seemis to
be some doubt as te the age of these serpentînous rocks, and althouigh
supposed to be of Lauirentian age, they are here pla:.ed under tie head
of Huronian rocks. The presence of ehromnic oxyd in thenm and the
want of cr ystalline liniestone in their association witli other rocks "ive
them quite a différent character to those of the Laurentian selies of
this Province. The flrst outcrops of thiese serpenitines which we kniov
of, iii a north-westward direction froni these last înentioned are on
Lake Abittibi where they are found te be associated with mnicaceous,
hornblendic, and chloritic schists, fine grained liard quîartzites, diorites
and dioritie sclîists. A littie island lu this lake is coniposed of strongly
magnetie serpentine with splintery fracture, re.sinous lustre and
wveat1ering dill white. An an-alysis of it was mnade by Dr. llarrington
-vlîo found it te contaiiî grains of chrouîic irouî and a very s111.il quantity
of nickel besicles silica, aluinina, protoxyd of iron and niagnesia.

According te Dr. Bell there is, in the niddle of Pigeon Lake, and
at about one mile frein the lower end of it, a siuali island composed of
v'ery dark: green serpentine, witlî strings of calcspar anîd crysotile. It
weathers rusty, and Dr. Harrington, on analysis, foinic it te contain
oxyd of chromnin, botlî ln tlîe forni of snmall grains and in chemnicai,
combination witlî tiie rest of Uic rock.

No nîiineral of econoinic importance has yet beeîî feund in tlîese

serpentines, but perhaps 'vhen the couîntry wlîere tlîey are more abulnd-

antly met Nvith is settled, somne wvanderiung geol ogist or hiard-working
habitant will discover in tiien large deposits of asbestes or other valu-
able minerai.


