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of mind, overborne by the trappings of
intellectual pride, hidden under the
theological lumber of the Church.

Weil niigbt Luther in after time ex-
dlaim, '< Quzwz ptinzum appari theo-
logia scho/ast'ca evanuù! theologia crucis."
" Wben scbolastic Theology first came
upon the scene, the simple gospel of
Christ vanished dlean away."

From that mass of ecclesiastical
overlaying of truth have descended
the current religlous views and beliefs
of to-day. Many of them vie now
know to be founded on ignorance, and
are demonstrably false. Such the sdi.
entific method can deal witb and dis-
prove. But, for the rest, they lie within
that middle region where proof or dis
proof are looked for in vain.

Vet in that middle region of thought,
wbere neither the scientific nor the
critical method is available to discover
truth, ail is flot darkness or confusion.
In the darkest ages, in the remotest
depths of anuiquity, in the blackest
night of rnedirevalism, the human
spirit bas neyer been left without wit-
ness. To every man there Cornes a
consciousness, not to be analysed in
the test-tube of the chernist, nor
probed with the scalpel of the physi-
ologist, not to be touched by the
syllogism of the critic, for disposed of
by the reading of a codex, a conscious-
ness of sometbing quite other than
those things which are to be appre-
hended by the physical senses. Not
to the intellect but to the soul of man
does the voice of God speak, teacbing
him of righteousness, convicting him
of sin, making known, to hlm the over-
sbadowing of a great divine love, say-
ing to him, This is the way-walk in
it. And hie who has given heed to
that voice, and bas obeyed, no matter
bow imperfect bis developuient, how
rudimentary bis knowvledge, bas learned
something which no science bas ever
taught or will ever teacb. And, witb the
obedience, cornes the renewal of guid-
ance, so that, as the soul gro'ws recep.
tive, the divine spirit flot merely visits
purifying and regenerating, but dwell.

s

in the soul, making it a living temple,
and illuminating the whole life. He
that bas awakent:d to the new life iii
Christ, who bis experienced the new
birth, is alive to die spiritual impulse,
is a new creature in Christ. The
illumination of the divine life within
the sou', the Christ within, the wit.
ness of the Spirit, is a tact that sci-
ence can neither explain nor investi-
gate. It is a spiritual fact, only to be
apprehended by the spiritual sense.
And this is indeed wnat Christ con,-
veyed in those memorable words :
The Kingdomn of God cometb not by
observation - the Kingdom of God is
within you. To us, the Society of
Friends, has been given, above aIl
otheri bodies of professîng Christians, a
clear conviction of this rnost profound
of aIl spiritual truths. Most profound
of ail, 1 say, because without it we are
spiritually powerless. He who bas
not, or wbo fai's t0 recognize, tlîe
guidance of the divine light in bis s-ul
must needs take bis religion second-
hand. He may still have the scientific
and historical mnethods of investigation
to belp him to reject the false, but
these alone will neyer demonstrate
whbat is spiritually true. He may still
be able to sift the dlaims of a Church
to historic continuity ; lie may evt:n be
able to assign 'a date to a Hebreiv te.xt,
or test tbe scientific: accuracy of the
statements set down therein; but to its
inner spiritual significance he is bl.nd,
led, perhaps sorely misled, by otliers
wvbo may be as blind as himself. You
cannot prove the inspiration of the
Bible to a man who does not himself
feel it to be inspired. Thoughi the
statement ivere made by a bundred
Councils that is no proof. Neither,
on the other hand, ougbt the circuni.
stance that its inspiration is appre-
bended by the spiritual sense to debar
the fullest enquiry into tbe bistory of
the book or books, the dates when
their authors lived, tbe surroundings&
that influenced their wvritings, and the
sources of their irnformation. X\Te rinay
admit in entire sincerity their divine


