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less than 1,000f. (£C40), or where pro-
perty is concerned involving a rent cf
of less tîman 60f. Thiere is a civil tribunal
of First Instance iii every arrondissemuent,
and tîmere are 362 arrondissernents in France.
Thus eachi arrondissement, witlî thîe excep-
tien of two in the neighborliood cf Paris,
possesses a Court witli unlii ni ited j urisd iction
in ail uatters, whatever the issue, in its own
area. Thiere arc tribumials ef commlierce in
the 213 towis whicli are of Puttlicient t rade imn-
portance te warrant the existence of a ,sp)ecial
tribunal. Wlîere tliere is ne tribunal of
commerce, the civil tribunal exorcises coni1-
mercial jurisdiction in its stead. Below thme
civil tribunals cf First Instance tlîere is a
C'ourt whicli is compeseil of a single stipen-
diary,juqe de paix (net te be confoumided wit.lî
tlîe Emîglisli J.P.), a tribunal with jurisdiction
up te 1,500 francs, and 'vithieut appeal runder
100 francs, and below the tribnnals of com-
merce the Conseils de Prud'îomnines. The
latter are Courts cemposed of niasters aud
workmeu in equal numbers, for the settle-
nient of disputes betweeu enmplevers and eni-
ployed, with jurisdiction wlii(l is linial iii
matters involving less tliau 200 francs, and
subject te appeal te the tribunal of conmmerce
of the district ini iatters involving a larger
ainount. There is a J1uge de Puix Court in
each of the 2,86s cantons in France ; but
neithmer thmese Courts er thie (ensi'ils db,
Prud'hommes much comîcern lawyers, for thîe
parties usually appear in persen, and the
recoguized legal professiomn lias littHo te do,
witlî tlîem. ,Only thîe larger civil tribumuials
of first instance have a bar. The a?,oi.,ý
attaclhed te tîmein, like thîe aigréés ini the tri-
bunals of conmmerce, whîiclî hiave adomted thie
institution of agréég, do the wvork et barrister
and solicitor iii the saine wvay as solicitors
iii England (Io the bulk of the (ounty Court
work. The result of this decemtralisation is
strongly marked in Paris. lu1 Lonîdon wc
have 5,000 solicitors amîd 3,000 barristers-iri
ail some 8,000 persens-practising the law,
wliereas iii Paris the recognized practitieners
doing solicitors' wvork nuiber only 550 y aiid
liarristers' work 800 - i.e. 1,350, 'or about
one-sixthi of the nunber in London ; se thmat,
even adding the supposed numiiber ef un-
recognized practitioners, the total Çallowing

for the difference in population) is stili a
long way froin that in London. The 'decen-
tralisation of justice in France affects the
social position of the bar, for, witlî the ex-
ception of that of Paris, it is inuch belîind
the EngIili bar. In EngIanid, as the only
avenue te grreatju(licial office, the bar enjoys
a prestige far beyond the Paris bar, the
Frencli benchi being recruited witbout refer-
entce ta distinction at the bar. he office in
F rance cf pu'blic procuirator (usually, but
erronieotislyN, called iu Eungland 'public lrose-
cuter') is the keystone of the administration
of criîîmiial justice in France. Tiiere is
nobody analogous te this ol'cial iii England,
Iexccpt, iii sonie respects, the Qtueeut's Proctor
in the D)ivorce Court. The Englisît Public
I>rosecntor or the Scotchi Precurator-l4 iscal
perfornis only a sinaîl portion of the func-
tiens exercised ýa the niaie 'rninistèrepullc'
indicates) by thie Frenclh public procurator.
In criminal niatters lie is the ouly prosecutor.
The repres,ýsioni of crimes is a p)ublic interest,
and in France private persens can only lodge
their denuniciatien or coi laint with the
precurator. It is in bis iliscretion te decide
wvhether a criinial ollènce lias been cern-
mitted, and, if it lias been committed, te
bring the ollènder te justice. (emplainants
cari prefer a civil claim, and thus actively
support the prosecutien iii Court ; and on
civil dlaims beiiig joined witlî the crimiiual,
issues, the sanie judgnent deals wvith. botli.
lu civil inatters the public precurator liolds
a sort of wvatching brief iii the p)ublic interest.
(>wini-, te the active aiid individual nature of
Iiis o;!lde, lie lias constant ojiportunities of
bringiîîg biis al)ilitius uinder notice, and lie is
eligible for cvery judicial cilice, lu France
ttîey hiave a Minister cf Justice, Nvho more
tîmax represents our Lord (Chîancellor. After
liii coniies the Precurator-General. of the
Supreme Court of Appeal, whose deputies are
the advocates-general cf tîmat Court. Lastly,
iii the civil tribunals of first instance tiiere
are a prccurator-general and lus substitutes.
Every deputy cf the procurater cf the
RE'public mîust have passed the bar examina-
tiens axîd have spent two years in cluanibers
fietère lie becomnes eligible for appointment.
This, however, is all the connection with the
bar lie need have. From these substitutes


