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less ivealth of the -nouintry have been Bo lavislhly displayed, have carried boule
witli thein tliat ilîich înay ho it source cf spiritual Élit and life to inaniF
gelieriitioiis.

J3LIBLE DIS1'UJTJON IN TLIE HAUR.AN, SYRIA.
The 11ov. Dr. 'Jlioîîîsoîî, tlw SOeiety'f3 agenýt ait Oo11staltinoI)o, liaLs, in IL

receîît comnîîuication, elîclosed an accoinît of a colportage tour mnade iii the
Hlauran, by tlw 11ev. William 'Wrighît, of the Lrishl Presbyteriau Mission at
Danmascus, accoinpaiod by a colpOrtour iii the p-ty of the Bible Society. Tho
Ilaurani is an extensive plain eiust of tic Jordan, and inhlabitud chicfly by
a îuîgratory population. May the blessing of God rest on ail sucii efforts
Mfr. Wrighît 8ity8

Inu niy colportagro tour te the Hlauran, 1 wus acccxnpanied by a friend, and
1 tookz witli me, as colporteur, a nember of our elirchi iu L.Slieija. Our
tour isted thirteen days, but durinc, the last six days our iniOVifeftB and
operatiens ivere grcatly hindercd by aL threatened insurrection, owing to au

tattenmpt of the Governînesînt to impose a new fax which the people resistcd.
WVo liad, lhxally, to change our route and abandon certain districts alto-
gether. Wo sold, howevor, during the eleyen days, (fç'r ive did îîot Bell on
Sundays,> 13 Bibles, 17 Testaments, 6 Psalm Books, and 12 Portions of
seripture.

"Ae gave nothing aNvay, being convinced tlxat the Arabs set littie value
on what costs tlîen nothing; but wlîenever 1 sav., an anxious desiro on the
part of any eue to possess a copy of the Scriptures, and feit sure that lie could
net pay tlie price, 1 paid the différence myseîf. Lt inuat be remenibered that
this is the first genuine atteimpt that lias been made iii the Hauran te sell
books. Ln almost every place wo came te iveivere told that persons like -tit
had corne before us, wlîo were anxious te get people te take thîcir books with-
eut paying for tliem, and wherever the lato disastwous attexnipts at cîstab]ish-
!il" sehoolsh]ad bcou niade, ive could scarcely sel i auytliiig.

« And lot nie say, iit respect te tlîo abortive attenmpts of sorne amateurs te,
etablisli zcools i tlîe Hauran, tlîat it is a vain., and c)-acl thing te send
cithier teachiers or colpoi.teurs inte the Hauran alone and uuprotected, and
tîxat ive 3îeed net oxpect suces or credit iii any work in wvhichi ive are not
prepared te share the daînger. 1 would, nioreover, implore every ene who
lias any influence in the inatter, te liscouirago the promîscueuls givmg away
cf bocks. Lt ge'.3 tlîe lionest colporteur loohked upon asaswindler, eta the
bocks despised, and destroys tîje principle of sclf-help in the natives, by
teaching them te oexpeet us te do for thin, what they cau do for thienselves.
To me it dees net sein <juite lionest, te give a rich inan in this country a
bock for uotliing,, which. has been paid for iu England by the -inoncy of a
poor man. And 1 aii u;nivinced that, whien a maxi wants a.book, even in the
Hauran, lie willbuy it ; but it nmust ho very provokzing -%heni a imn has paid
us lus iuoney for eue cf eut bockzs, te ho offered the saine bock for nothing a
few days afterwards. lu severai places -w]lien L had îxrged a mn te buy a Bible
for bs faniuly, hoe would lmurry off and bring nie out a beautiful gilt Bible,
vhîich soine lad obliged liinmi te tal-e. Whemî a n buys a bock hivro lie Winl
value it and rond it, but our books should be as cheap as possible lu the
Hauiran.

WC~e mande cuir tout ýwithour guide c zguard, as 1 had becoine acquaiuted
illî nîost cf the -villages and their shiihs on a provicîxs -.isit. Ouîr mode cf

procedure was tlîis :--WhJen approaching a village 1 gîulloped on bofore, and
generalhy shîouted soxuethîing te draiv the people ouit oif thecir lieuses. Whien
the colporteur arrivcd and lot dewn lus box of bocks, I said te the people
(salutation over>, 1 tîis nia» lias bocks for sale at freîîm five te twenty-five I
paras.' Whîat kindof bocksl' &God's bocks.' Thon tak-ig a hiandful cf
thexi, 1 walked thirouglu the towu ii i a straig-lit lino, askixxg for nvipiuities,
liko chlier travellers, and ofl'eriug niy bocks for sale, t-ilt 1 got a crowd roundt

1.57


