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our inodern poets and a "hidden streain of imaginative energy
flows down. the ages."

A truly great poet possesses a splendid poise of intellecttual
powvers. Ijnderneath the harniony and iimagiinativeness of his
wvorhs there lie the rigid thireadls of severe poctical logic that
grive the whlole cohierence. li-s apacity is guaged by his ahility
to assimilate a v'ast amnount of ciutside influences. 'l'le mneasure
of his originiality is his ability to reaet on tiiose influences in
such a iway as to stamp bis owni l)ersonality thlrougli thom upon
the suceeeding ages. In Tennyson, for example, ive fail to find
an absolute balance of parts. Tthough lie tahes up life just as
it is, and deals with it in flhc concrete, stili his pivers of as-
similation -were developed to exeess. And in this last r-espee-t.
lie represenits the Victorian age. I-ls poetry, always beautiful
indeed, expresses ratlier imuchl of current, opinion i n t'le philos-
ophy, polities and religion of bis own time. I-ls i'orks, wihile
iminortal in many respects, dIo not approaeh to ''the organi
tones of Milton, the piercing s-wcetness of Shelley, the ra.ive%
simplicity of Wodwotand the concentrated richniess of
phrase of Keats.

rji the mild realisin of Tennyson inay be compared i'ith
effeet Ilie strong materialismn of Kipling. The poetry of the
latter rests not; so much upon. literary influience as upýon the
primitive, hiinting, slaying instinct in our blood. Ini bis -verse.
ive seemn to, hear the -whir of the imaelinery that moves the
world. In these respects lie is resemblcd by our Canadiali poets,
-to suchl a, degree in f-act and of such a nature iii this country,
that "a sponge nugh-lt be wiped over the suirleace of C'anada,
and intellect-ually the wvorld would be hardly the poorr-.ý' Ilow-
e-ver this inay hec, it i-, no more eorrect to say that Caumadians
have not poetry in potential thlan. it is to say that Kipling 'across
the sens is ivhohly dlestitute of the bariionly Cand imagination
of Kea's.

Keats, \Vordsworth and Yeats represeuut the absohute ideal-
ists. Yea-tts rt-prcseflts the Celtie cleinent in our poetry. The
influienca; of ('chtie Iegends and mnyths lias alwa..,ys heen feit
throufgl -the mnedium of the W&lTcslî and Breton traditions. The
scotch and Irishi civilization, liowever. thirouglî political isola-
tion have flot l)een ab)le to occupy their just sphiere in Buropean
literature. Now, howe3ver, there dawns the lirst faint gyleamn
of hiope thi'ongh Ille rcuuiewal of initellectual life in Ircland. And
in this hope, be it reiiiem)bered, are centred thie highest of our
Celtie desires. The Gaebce League sueceeds ]'arndcllism. and its
imuniiedia«te purpose at least is to croate fai Irishi litcrary a'kn
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