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Vastor anb 11w¶ep[e.
LOOK UP, AOTDO WN.

Llie to somele funil o! sorrow-
Hait la real, hait they borrow;
Full o! rocks and full o! ledges,
Corners sharp, and cnttiug edges.
Thougli the Joy belle may be ringiug,
Not a song you'Il hear them singiug;
Seelamg neyer makes tbem wise,
Looklîng ont !rom downcast eyes.

All lin vain the sun lesbîhning,
Waters sparkling, blissome twluing;
Tbey but see throngh these saine sorrows
Sad to-daye and worse to-morrowe;
Seel the dlouds that muet pase over;
See the weeds among the clover-
Everything and auything
But thc goid the snnbeans briug.

Dainlug !rom the bitter f ountain,
LoI yon moiehuîl seeme a mountain;
Drope o! dew and drops o! ramn
Sweillainto the mighty main.
AU lu valu tîte bieseluge shower,
And the merdies faîl with power,
Gatbering chat!, ye tread the wheat,
Rîdli and loyal, 'neath your f eet.

Let it not be so, my neighbour;
Look up, as you love and labour.
Not for one alone woe's vials-
Every one bias cames and trials.
Joy and pain are linked together,
Like the fair and cloudy weatber;
May we have-QI let ne pray-
Faltlî and patience for to-day.

-The Advauce.

TRACT AND BOOK SOCIE TIES.

Oral addresesehlave neyer fully met
the necessîties o! the woold. The words
o! God and man must be written. From
stone and pottery, we have advauced to
the abundalit tacilities .aud provisions o!
the preseht. Ail nations are uow prac-
tically contiguons, and the religions-
treasures o! each are available for a.1
By the aid o! Publishing Societies, t11e
presitas becomne the right haud o! ponT-
er tu toillng mîssionaries, and it alco 80

minieters ln comfortlug and building up
bellevers, that no work lu the world to-
day surpasses ln Importance, or outri-
vals lu helpfnlnese, that which le aecomn-
plehed by Tract and Book Societie'.
l'ho suppiy lias -been enormous, yet thle
lemand le stili unilmited. - The founderg

of the societies jhbilh pour healthfitl cur-
rente o! hterature into the buey vorld,

are benefactore of their race.
The Ameridan Tract Society, uow six-

ty-elght years old, ILe a noble patterntot
these useful organizatIone. t lias !onnd
ceaseless opportunity to test and prove
the power anti value o! Srlpture tmutli.
in lonely wastes or crowded apart-
mente, lu the abodes o! poverty or o!
wealth, lu prison or hospital, lu peace
and war-into the midst o! ahl experi-
ences o! lite it bias gone, wvlthi Its mes-
sages o! sulvation, eeekiug the loet couils,
and neyer content until it lias found
tbem. Its zeal for souls le quickened by
the blessing o! God hittierto given to
ils, work. The hum o! iLs presses lias
grown into a chorus o! redeemed souls,
and the murmur o! its traff tI lto ex-
ultant praise. The dollar o! the farmer
It changes Into seede for a spiritual bar-
veet, makes self-denial to produce sper-
itual fortunes, causes gold to s tand up
Lu the form o! a man, waik into the
mines whence It was dug, and meit lhearte

There ls stIiIl a vital necesslty for
religins literature. A demorallzing
and Infidel press pours forth a steady
current o!finfected thouglit, finto homes
and minds and hearta. It is the drainage
froni the areas of si and misery, of doubt
and skeptlicism. The golden tide, leav-
Lng its rich deposit o! blessing, le not
enougli to meet this malIgnant stream,
with lits de! lling depoeits. The single
soclety alluded to above. lias circulated
204,666,800 copies of its periodicals; but
millions of chuîdren cry for a paper, and
other aduit millions long for some in-
structing word. Its colporteurs alone,
have found 1,190,254 familles in this
favoured country, destitute of ail reil-
gious booksexecept the«Bible, and over
700,000 Protestant familles without even
a Bible; and 16,000,000 volumes have
been sold or given aw-ay in the homes
of1 the needy; but the lack in millions
(f familles withln our borders, le sim-
ply appalling. New, living streams
must constantly refresh and purify the
stagnant Ille of the people.

a. The ignorance of spiritual truths
makes Chritstian literature necessary.

Tliere ls no more natural knowledge
of spliritual things to-day than there
ever was. Men are flot naturaîîy dis-
posed to love and obey God, easily and
iilstantly ; sin loads and crushes them.
Our own land, consecrated to liberty and
learning, where the sehool-house and the
church have ever been compa.nlons, shows
densest Ignorance, ln some sections, not
only of primary learni-ug and repubî?èan

goxerument, but also of the foundation
princîples of morality and religion. Ideas
o! God, Bis3 worship and service, of sln,
ani the ýSpirIt's relation to God and
man, of Jesus and His atonement, are
as dlm and vaporous as the unregulated
thoughts of chldho-ad, or the duil con-
ceptions whicli ages of superstition have
bcqueatlhed to posterity. The oppressed
and degraded, from other lands, that
have found an asylum here, have brouglit
the heritage o! ignorance ont 0f age's
of mental bondage. A simple, plain, re-
ligionis literature Is an absolute neces-
sity to meet this bewildering ignorance.
Wîthout knowledge o! God and Hits cal-
výationthere can be no useful and hielp-
fui Ctizent3hip. The country will taoui-n
oier its wretched population, and be in-
able to 11f t its besotted crowds, and Lall
at length, linder their weight. The en-
trance of God's words gives li.glt, and
the papers, leaflets, tracts, books that
f ly from the presses of these varlous so
ciet:*es, are so many golden gleame that
gladden the horizon, and lierald te ap-
)i-oaching day.

1). Wrong teaching calîs for relI*giotic
f t erature.

Error le broadcast by half-:.nstructeil
teachiers, and by open enemies of the
trutit. Wrong views ol God, of slu, o!
salvation, and of judgment and Its is-
sues, are dissemlnated. The secular
press o!teu assumesl the function of re-
liglous teacher, and presents forme of
thoughü that wonld be indicrous, if they
were not tragic In tîjeir influence. Yet
thonsands accept them as the trutth.
superstitions abound; Bible trnth, pre-
sented ln sucli formes as wili commandi
attenitlon; and secure perusal, le the

ply the need.I

pre6enting the salvation of the cross.
Muititudesi never attend or hear the in-
istruction of mikiisters and teachieris.
Blatant i fidels mnock our sacred cus-
tomns, and la! lame the prejudices o! the
igupraut. They dwell upon the so-cail-
cdi miestakes oi Mos3es, rather than the
correct teaching of Jewns, the inconisis-
tendieb of Chrlistians, rather thian the de-
vote(l lives o! the faithfui. Error le
presented lu attractl*ve formis, nostrums
lor the Ille o! the seirit, like qnack medi-
dines for the ditseases of the body, are
advertigsed ln startling f ashion. The
asiles of a cremated woman, are dlvid-
ed among the populations of the world,
Lu stimulate a theoisophlic faibi; even
liere, the creed of islami liais iLs advocate,
and Joss Bouses abound. 8m1 iddeclar-
ed a digsease, divine forgiveness unneces-
sary, the bible a volume of only sucb
authority ats the cous;cio)usnes3s of each
mnan shahi dedlare to him, the atonement
in blood a relie o! coarse barbaric
Ltougait, judgment a f igmnent o! fancy,
and Lielu a nighitmare oi diabolie theol-
ogy. Ail thetse, !ailing to meet our sine
aui sorrows, and our questions and fears,
muet bbe buried under the f lood o! litera-
turc, that contains the sweet, clear, hea-
venly, instructive Gosipel of the ýSon of
Uod. To istay the progress o! this be-
neficent circulation, its to abandon a
sinkiug ship in mid-ocean. lie gener-
ous sentimient o! the world cries out
agaiust it. The knowledge o! the truc
God muist remove the thouglit o! idole;,
aud the dreamy impossibilities o! phil-
oisophy, and give its positive faith for
the negationts of atheîsmi and aguosti-
desm. The false doctrine of the worli
needs the truth. Religious literature le
st iii a human requisite.

d. The era o! doubt calîs for relig.t
oufs literature.

It isi a time o! universal questioning.
lThe ethnic contacte, and the studies o!
Christian sdholars, have caused a kind of
cos;mie uncertalnty, but not a loss o! de-
finite faiblh. Unreet begets unreet. Tho
(Ituicit of Chirist lacks aggressiveness andi
iesitates to claim its place as the ono
force for reforming and perfecting the
world, new wonders come to light, opin-
ions are held Pu reserve, and everything
pertainiinfg to God and mnan lis made a
subject of modemn doubt and question.
Yct the truth i3 unchanged as bihe ever-
!asting hillis; it sfines like zhe starst.
that do not change their places for the
multiplied telescopes; it les the mmid o!
the immutable God. This truth needs
expression lnu lunerable forme, for all
conditions of mental and spiritual Il!le.
to meet these questions and hueli tiis
diaqu.,"et. Since the hero of doubt scorns
the Chnrchl and refuses the help o ites er-
vices, the solution o! hie dilemmas muiit
be put into hlie hand In convenient form,
ln beitting phrase, lu fascinating and
convicting truths.'

The mnasses o! the poor must be snp-
plled wlth a neat, cheap literature, cou-
tainung the beet truthe, the ricli geins of
Gosipel comfort and grace, so that the
tacts of God may dispel doubt, and bring,
certainty to ail the abodes o! the world.
The work o! this society will not be done
tI lal are thus supplied.

e. Devout Christians require religions

tale; wlth tractis, lu their own languageis,
explaining the truthe of our falth, and

libraries, as well as the home ehelvea-
make a.n additlonal bond of union be-
tween these socleties and the wants o!
the world. kF

Religions literature lias still a most
important place iun.subserving ail these
varied want4s; the Chiristian book and
tract socîety le an absolute necesgity,
an unspeakable bleseing. Its work le'
but just begun. Darknese bro>ode over
countiese minde. Sounde o! eavagery are<
mu the air. The demon of brntality
chaimé the sons and dangliters o! God.
S;qualid poverty and hellish crimes mark
the great centres 0f population. The
throng o! tlie godiess steadily 1ncreas.
es within the domain wliere God lias
planted this great society, wlth its lit.
erature and its workere.

But slowly the darkness le penetrat-
ed by the light, the songe o! redemption
drive ont the bacchanals o! the wicked,
the ideas o! righteousnee8 dieplace thethouglite o! evil, the noleseles structure
rises on the unseen foundations, the king-
dom o! Christ la poesessing the world.
its Invisible agents are conutiese and re-sistiese. The decree lias - been written
that thie world ghali be girven to Christ.
The days o! etruggîe hasten to the houro! vlctory. Truthi priaited, spoken, em-
bodied, secures the alliance of Omnipo-.
tance. The patience o! Infinite for-
l)earance wlll permit no hasty action.
but at length the hour o! Christ willcome, and order will comae from cou! u-idion. the forces o! rigbteonsness wIlll
emierge from obscurlty, the glory o!
Christ will illumine the world, and the
eternal celebration of hie triumph over
sin begin.

In that, day, the workers and helpers,
o! the American Tract Society, and otb-
ers similar, shahl not fail o! thelr ap-
propriate reward.

(Very much, if flot ail, that le said lu
this address, le equally true o! the per.-
lodical relîglous press, the Churcli paper,
focr example, making its regular visita
to the people's homes, brlnging Its pure
and liealth-giviug principles, and teadli-
Inge o! Christian lite and Instruction to
the beart and conscience, wardlng off
what hi contam.luating, and ineplrlug and
encouraglng, by precept and exampie, toail that la noble6t a.nd best lu Christian
living.- Ed.)

RE VERENCE.

It lias been cha.,rgedl-.ind there are
feare that tîtere le trathIn l the charge
-- that tiiere is a growing irreverence
amoug the yoluth o! to-cluy; that there
le not the saite resp)ect paid to .tîhe
aged by the youing as wvae (lone by thelr
fathers and grandfatjers. Thise le au
age o! youth. They are coin ing to te
front lu every departnient of lite. At-
tention le pald to theni, as ivas flot (loue
lu former years, anti lu sonie instances
perbape, tiîey turu aside front the old-
er, and thiuk tlîey are sufficieut. uuto*
themselve.

le there a proper reverence t cit anti
mauifested towarde God ? We are a! raid
not, on thte part ot ntauy. 111e name,
or the name of soîne 0f Hie attributes,
le oftenunsed lu ordinary conversation
lu the most tri!ulug utauner. These are
Iteard on every side as inere expletîves,
to express emotions of surprise or fear.
There le a great deal o! sentl.profaulty
iudulged lu by professedîy religions3 peo-
pie.

Titis lack o! reverence les !reqnently
seen lu the demeanor as some coine in-
to the house of God. Iustead of seat-
iug thej*selves lu a quiet, reepectfîîl man-
uer, wIlîe a quiet prayer le o! tered for
the bleseing o! God, liglit conversation
le indnlged ln, dlverting the mmnd aud
preventing the ltoly lu! luences wblc

brlght and touchlng narrative, by
carde o! every kind for birthdays and
bolldays, enrichlng the Sunday-.scliool

ancDenveae omedowhen they are
in the lionse O! prayer, the probabllties
are that lie Would soon be ejected by
the servants O! the houseliold. Yet It
le ail riglit when it le the Almlighty,
wlio le approached ?-Epworth Heral4j.
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