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VITA NUO VA.

Long hath she siept, forgettul b)f delight;
At iast, at lait, the enuhlanted princess,

Earth,
Ciaixned with a'kiss by ESpring theb adven-

turer,
In elumber k.nows the destined lips, and

thriiled
Through ail the deeps of lier unageing

beart
WItJi passionate noecessity of joy,
Wakens, and yieide lier iovcliness to love.

0 anclent streains, 0 fur-descended woode,
Fuil of the flutterlng of! melodions souls;

«0 hile and vaileys that adorn yourselves
In soiemu jubilation; wind4 and ciouds,
Oceau and land In etormy nuptiais

ciasped,
And ail exuberant creatures that acciaim
The Earth's divine renewa : Io, I too
Wlth 3rours wouid eiingle sojiiewhat of

giad eong,
I too have corne tîtrougli wintry terrors,

-yea,
Throtigh tempest and through cataclysin

of soul
hlave corne, and uni delivered. Me the

Sprlng,
Me aloo, dirnly with new vf li athi touched,
And tith regenerate hope, the tsait 0f

lite;
And I wouid dedicate these thankfui tears
To whatsoever Power beneficient,
Velled thougli lis countenance, undivuig-

ed hie thought,
Hath led me froin the haunted darliness

forth
Intothe gracions air and vernal mntrn,
And suffers me to know nmy spirit a note
Of this great chorus, one with bird and

et rea.m
And volceful nionutain.,--nay, a string,

how Jarred
And ail but broken! of that lyre of fife
Whereon lhinseif, the inaster harp-piayer,
Resolving ail its mortai dissonance
To one Imniortai and rnost perfect strain,
Jlarps wlthout pause, building witli song

the world.
-William Watson, in the Spetator.

COLERIDGE AS A POET.

BY REV. PROF. CLARK, LL. 1).

It le generally agree(1 that a very higli
place manit be given to Coleridge among
English poets. But for the peculiar mis-
fortunes and wealknesses Nvhich have been
mentioned, lie mighit la-ve been anything.
Hardly any place too high ean.l->e imag-
l.ned for him.. Of iany of lils utterances it
has been ï3ald by crities &io! the iglhest cm-
Inence that none but Coleridge or Shakes-
peare couid have produced them. Whien
Coleridge appeared, the school o! Pope had
alreedy rwaned, and a returu to nature.
ladl been made, amo<ng others pre-eminent
lyý by CoWper and Burnjs, althougli Cole-
rldge seezus to have been more permanently
inluenced by Bowlee, a poet now seidom
quoted or reniembered. It was Words-
worth, however, to wim Coleridge was
Mfolt iudebted for stimulus to is imagina-
t Ion, even as Wordy3worth confesses tiiat
he owee more to Coleridge than to any
other. Prior to is collaboration with
Words'worth lie had doue very littie. It,
was the undertaklug o! lis part ln the Lyr-
ical Ballade that set the tide of his poot-
Ical geuu flowIng.

In formilng a Judgment of Coieridge's
potlc g1itt, It m.ay be well to give sorne
attention tiu bis own views on the subject
of poetry. We could hardly ho unde'r bet-
ter guidamep. If any wIlli deny to Coleridge
a very higli place among poets, they
willl hardly Question bis preieniluencease

thouglita, or permltted by the propriety of
premsrvilug a sense of melody predomi-

2. A second promise o! genlue le the
choice of subjects very remote from the
private interests and clrcumstances of the
writer hieelf. In the " Venus and Adon-
ls" thle proof of poetlc power existe even
to excess. It le throughout a8 if a superlor
spirit., more intuitive, more iutlmateiy con-
scious even than the characters themBelves,
not only of every outward look and act,
but of the flux and reflux of the mimd. in
ail its subtlest thouglits and feelings, were
llacing the whole before our view ; hImselt
meanwhile unpartIcipating ln thé passions,
and actuat-ed only by the pleasurabie ex-
citeinent -which lad resulted from tie en-
ergetic tervour of bis own spirit, ln 50 viv-
ily exhibiting what 1V had so accurate-
ly and profoundly contemplated.

3. The third characterlstlc is the
beauty and force o! the imagery empioyed.
Images, lie remarks, however beautiful,
thougit faithfuliy copied from nature, and
accurately represeuted la words, do not of
themiselves characterize the poet. They
hecome 1proof of original genlus oniy ae
far as tiey are modified by a predominant
passion; or by aosociated thouglits or Im-
ages awakeued by that passion; or when
tiey have the effeet of reducing mrultitude
to unity, or successlion Vo an instant; or
lastly, wheli a humnan and intellectuai lite
lm transferred to them f rom the poet's own
spirit.

4. The hast character which lie men-
tions, which, lie says, would prove but lit-
tic except as taken conjointiy with the
former ; yet without which the former
could scarce exiet iln a higli degree, and
even if tue swere possible) would give pro-

mlises oniy of transi tory flashes and a met-
eorie power; le depth and euergy o!
tluought. No mnan was ever a great poet
without being at the same tiine a profound
philosopher. For poetry le the blossoni and
fragrancy of ail human knowledge, human
thouglits, human passion6, emotion, ian-
guage.

We are forced to omit the illustrations
giveli of these remarks, but the reader may
reter Vo Coleridge's book or Vo Shake-
sie-are's verses.

Inuhhi " Literary Remains"' (American
Edition, Tol. lv. P. 19) lue rmarks : '« Foet-
ry i,; no!tic proper antithesis to prose, but
to science. Poetry i8 oppose(l to mci-
euce and prose Vo metre. The pro-
per andi imnediate object o! science le the
acquirement or communication o! truttu;
the proper and Inunediate object o! poetry
le the comminination o! immedlate pleas-
ur-e." Again hue remarks : " Milton, ln
three inei(ental words, lias implied al
whichi . . . I have endeavoured Vo devel-
ope*- lâ a precise and strictiy adequate de-
finition. Speakil»g o! Poetry, lie says, as
lu a parentheslis, 'whichi le simple, sensu-
ous, passionate.' . . For the tirst condi-
tion, Simpllclty, whist It d:.stinguishes po-
etry f ronm the arduoue processes of Science,

... precludes, on Vue other liand, every
affectation and 'morbld peculiarity. The
seceond condition, Senenousnese, imeures
that framework o! objectivity, tînt def lu-
itenees and articulation of imagery, and
tha-t modification of the Images theinselves,
without which poetry beco mes flnttened In-
to the mere didactieo! practîce, or evap-
oratedi nto a. hnzy, unthouglittul, day-
dreanriiug ; andi the third condition, Pas-
sion, proides that neither thouglit nor
inagrery shall be simply objeectiv,but that

erarta,' 'JChap. xlv.) an Imteresting account..
o! the origla of the Lyrical Ballade, wb 'ch
we miuet fot here reproduce. He notes Vwo

cardinal points o! Poetry: 1. Faithful adi-
lerence to the trath o! Nature; and 2.
The power o! glvlng the intereet o! novelty
by Vie -modlfying colours o! Imagination.
He mentions that lie and Wordsworth
planneti the publication of a volume o!
poonis of two kinde, the tiret deallug -wlth
Incidents and agents o! a su1pernatuiral
character, the second with subjecte chosen
from ordlnary lite. To Coleridge the for-
mer clais was assigned, and Vie Ancient
Mariner and the Dark Ladie were Vie re-
cuit. Christahol was begun at tie came,
but no part o! it pubiiehet inl the Lyrical
Ballade.

To th, great period of Coleridge's poet-
ry, and especiaily to thc so-caiied Annus
Mirabulis, 1797, holong tic best o! hic
poeticai worke. Thuis I"The Ancient Mar-
iner" wae written ln 1797. So, vas *1The
Thresý Graves6," and "Kubia Khan" and
IlFrance," and tic tiret part of Christabel.
The second part was writ.ten ln 1800, but
it was rnot publishced until 1816. The ode
on " Dejectlon" wa8 writtdfl lu 1802, and
so *was Vie poem Il"Before Sunrise ln Vie
Valley o! Chanmoun!." His principal play
was aise, written lu 1797, under Vie tifle
of "'Ocorlo." Wlien it wa8 produced on
Vhe stage la 1813, 1V a.ppeared under Vie
rnme o! "IR.emorse."1

1A gooGi mauy o! the poerns o! Coleridge
woul(l have excited no particular atten-
tion: but some o! them are o! supreme
excellence anti would be sutticient to lm-
mortalize their author. Even if different
critics place theni difierently, yet ail recog-
nize their power. For example, Vie "Three
Graves," nîthough inlcomplete-, le à pocai
o! treniendous powei'. I"France" was pro-
nounced liy Shelley to bce Vie greaVest ode
lu. tie, Engisi langunge. Mr. Swinburne
tlinks "lKubin Khan"'9the tiret of ail Coi-
eridge's workc; but wvith most rendors Vie
IlAuicient Mariner" and " lîristabel" wili
aiwaiys hold tic foremost place.

Tie Anient Mariner is certainly at
very great poont; andi la Vie greatest bal-
lad of its kind, or periaps of any kind, in
t113 English launguige. Wloýther we regard
iV as -'n effort o! Vie limagination, or a-,
11li-strating Vhe welter's power o! represen-
tat ion, or think of ttc wondcrtul supernat-
tural sude, Cr the delicacy o! treatnu'xut per-
vading it, or tue melody o! it s language,
we ntay tsat!iify ourseiveii tlat it fuitils ail
thlue requirements o! Il)oetry. Colerige is
almways a singer, as a poet ougit Vo ho,
anilucre hile song ls'cweet and strong and
va rleti.

Thc, Ancient Mariner represents thc jour-
ney o! lite, ite dangers, difficulties and

emptations. Tic Aibatrose May repre-
sent the, circurnetances o! lite géneraily,
whuLchu lie may usel seitisily or. anseifisiy.
The ehootiug of tic Albatrose vas an nct
o! wiarLon self ishueLks which brought upon
thc Mariner the curse of alienation, soli-
tude, mi8ery. Hie shipinatoes, making
theimeelves participators lu ils crime,
shareti Ils punleliment. The penalty wae
paralysie (the Slip was becaluneti>, unsat-
l! led longing (thîret), false hopes (the ekel-
eton shlp, tic garnesters) !rom Vhe worid,
isollation (lis shlpinates droppeti dead), ut-
er mlksery (th* i"ocurse ln a deati man's

eye"). But just as Self shuese le sin a.nd
death, so Love ils tie awakening o! a new
Ilite. For long Vie Mariner's case wns hope-
lefs. He "I ooked Vo heaven and tried to

the Intprval hotween the wrlVlng and pub-
ikatioin o! the pew nlm 1816, It was shown

Vo ml!ny persons la manuscript. IV le salti
that Shelley was so powerfulîy a!!ected by
it tiat lie fainteti on liearing 1V reati aioud
ln Lord Byrin's bou»,e. IV le saiti that Vie
poemwa.s inteuided to ho lu four parts, only
two ot wihl were wrltten. A briet anal-
ysIs znay ho heiptul Vo Vie reader. Christ-
ahol, tic lieroine, ticetiaugiter ot Sir Leo-
line, liveýs a lite o! sublime purity and lity.
Sic le betrotlici to a Knight wio hme
gone abroad. Sic les praying for lier absent
cune ln a wood when evente occur w.hich
shuow tuat tic hllest have noV lu Vhils lite
escapet f roum spiritual dangers, yet which
also show tiait Vhe powers of VIe spirit-
ual world of evil are imiied.

Christahol prayluig comnes upon a dam-
sel briglut whuo lis really a witci la dis-
guise, wi1th diabolie powers wiici, iow-
ever, are co.aVluually ciccked by the pow-
er o! good. The daunisel cails herseit Ger-
aidine, pretoending Vo lie the daugiter o!
Lord Ronald of '1ryermalu-e, and says cIse
hais been -Lie vicViin od violence, liavlng been
carried off by f ive warriors wlo le!t lier
bencalti tic oak where she wvas ï0und. Shue
was inviteti by Ciristabel Vo go with lier
te lier !athier's hall. She crosses thue Vîres-
hdwitih dltflcity, good ag-hinderlug.

Sic ca-nnot join ln Ciristabei's Vhanksgiv-
ing. Tic liasbtif! giveis an angry moan, a
thing îc hati neyer. donc betore wien
CiristabA'pue. ed. Clristahol speake o-lier
decadti nother, a.nd wislief she werc Vicie.
Geraldine iuativertentiy joins lu Vue wlsh,
but sooa bide tic good spiritb dparV, as Vie
was hir iiour. TheY siep t together, when
Cirictabel saw Vtle witch's wltiered side,
but, came iso kintier tie speil thuiV sic coulti
not tell. YeV Ciri-stahol wnc Voo holy Vo lie
douninateti by Vie evil.

Tic Second Part 'begins by nurrating
luowv next' miorning Clristahol awoke fual
of perpieêxity anti took Geraline Vo lier
fatluer. Sir Leoline rememberci Lord Ri'-
aId, an old triend, witlî wuom lihuiad quar-
rcllid. The pmaage ,bcginning " Amas, tiey
had been friende in youth" Is of surpasing
boa uty. Leoline wais amgry on iearing of
tie insults Vo Geraudine. Hie would avenge
lier anc1 eonbraced lier iiti affection.
Cliristab-el sirunk, rezuembcrlug whuat elic
liad ceen, andi drew hock 'witi a iissing
souadc-thc serpentine influente lu-i, lu
somn, ineasure, daerci into ier, and appar-
entiy vas pivolked by Gera.idinc's action.
Ilue Baro(a was trou bled and a.ngry, as
Clristabl could noV explain. He tien sent
Bracy tho lBard Vo Lord Ronald Vo asdure
lulan of li.s daugiter'cs safety andti bdding
bul corne without delay. Bracy iecitatei.
A dreaua hati tolti hi o! danger to Christ-
abel. lisaw a dove cet upon by a briglît
gréen suake2. The dove wuus Cirieta bel, and
sic wanïbti Vo purge tic wood withi hoiy
ieusic. Again Chietabel feeling the ser-
pent powe-r o! Geraidine praye Vie Baron
Vo senti lir away ; but lie, under tic charun
o! tie wltci, Is fcura getiagalust il-;daugi-
Ver, regardizug imself insulted and dision-
oureti. Bracy le orderedti o go forth on hisî

Here Vie second part ends. Gilthman, lnI
hie Lîfe o! Cocridige, gives an o>utliue o!
what was intendedti o hoVthe contin.uation
o! tie c*es. A7cordling Vo Vie plan o! Col-
eridige, Vie Bard luastenis over Vie Moun-
tains Uo tIe Catie o! Lord Ronal(l, andi
f lads that tlie iastie lins been 8wept awaY
by o ai huntintion. IV le noV quiVe clearly
iudicatcd i lu wht mnuler le fond ou"lt

A holy act etrengtîene Vthe înward lO'
linees. It ls a seed . o! lite growlng lut-
nÙore Ilfe.-Robertson.
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