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raîraot as th(' fi-wers in MIay, even an tbe part ai the hc'use
nisother, vhose bands and whose roamis were (til enougist
ivibout me, but svbose becart ir, big enough ta hala a Presby-
tery <(%Vritteît befare Nir5 Waddell's surddcn death at Bel-
fast 11 gone hanie," imdeed, in a sense aifsvhirh bhusband and
vvifc did flot think vhten mey parted for a little wbile Ater
,1I1, lhese partings arc at longest only for I a little white,"
but nay God coiaort lai sadi bearts in present Ioneliness
There sas a gardien ait the baick, a garden in which thte pheas
ants cailed wienf cartbquakes were an the wing, ansd in whi bl
the childrcn played, rensote fromn the native companionsbip to i
tihich, alas 1tbey coutld iot bc entrustcd.1

It war the bieak December, but every n.orning, througli
iedark and chilly air, 1 wouhd Iteair, white still snîîg between

the sheets, the voîces ai thec missianary and bis ptîndit cons
ning sorte Japanese classic in the adjoining roon. It added
a new charîsi ta ny ltte bcdlitai share tîtîs viLariausly in the
study a! a language wbose dîlliculties graw un proportion ta
yoir knowledge o! it. Yotu speak it fluiently ater tite end ai
six monthîs, are slightîy acîuainted wtb it aittIse end of hlaI!
adazen years, and are ready ta own your entire ignorance ai
it ater you have studied it or a lifetime. 'Mr. Waddelt is still
the ardent student, tbouigb in japan lie is recognized as a
master ai the native iangtage-a jimpnologe tbey would cali
lim un Chuna. Hîs dscourses arecissre easîly understood,
indeed, by the comnion people than are thase ai some o! their
esteric native jiastars. IHe is a debator unrivalled in the i
Chur..hes, and is orator who can sway a native audience at1
bis wil.1

It was tîe tli Dr. Wiiiamson who, n t872, first practi-
cally caiied the attention o! the National Bible Society ai
Scotîand ta the oppaîtuflty in Japran. Mr. Robcrt Lilleyi
vras sent ont by us in 1876, a.md, as it bappened, was the f'rst
Bfible Society agent ta settie 'n the country, the other socle-
tics quickly iollowîng. Tise work lias made great way sînce
then. The entîre Scrptures bave been conipleteîy transîated in
an adisir.ble version ; and, thougb every foreîgn mmisssînaryi
%veredriven rons the IsiandEipire to-morrow,tberc wosldre-
min, in a vernactlar Bible, "Ibte greatest mîssîanary of ail."
Ioa no other people have the Holy Scrîptures been gîven, in
so bncie a tttîe, n sucb vartety and compteteness. When
?lr. Lmley belan bis labours eacb Gospel, printed on wooden
blocks n native fashion, cost a shiiîng. Now the wbole Ncw
lesianient is produced for Iess tban fourpence, and a band-
sortie octava IBible, wit msaps and references, for baif-a-crown.

There was niatrally naosord for " colporteur " n che 01(1
dctnaries af lapant. The thing %vas unk-nown, and the
wnrd wated the arrivai of the Bible Society. Mr. I.iley
madeaise oa iany syliables-somnemvait t tis effect, Il sem-
sho.wo.îrarttk-bto. 1 was told, when 1 aîred ail ibis ver-
nimcular rit 'okohsamai, iai my japanese ivas defectîve, but 1
have alsvays !otnd a Scttish audience appreciate it, espcciaiiy
%vhtn ibe nmeaning s expotinded as IlThe-nman-tbat-goes-abamtt
tosel-the-Il.oly Book.' Tisere are nosv a bundred colpor-
leurs, Christian nien, ging about ail over the land, flot ta guve
away, but to selI the lo' Book. Let us be gladia!ftiis, andgb'I1 that tîme Bool, ficids thottsands ai buyers, and saine hearts
ai least un whiîcb tîe goad seed gerfminates and brings forth
fruit. Utir own Society, un thie ue ears before time union ai
the Bible Societues, ssted un Japan 483, i2S copies a! parts ai
Scipture.

Many incidents are reiatcd ai indivîdîmal men converted by
a stray copy coing inta their bands, and ai Cîurches
founded, flot by preacher or evangelist, but by tise native coi-
porteur and the± Divine Boak. I may give one story, for the
rutb of wbichs there is god evidence.

A colporîtur lad found bis way, accoimpanie'd by a native
pastor, mbt the prison a! Sbidzumoku. The prisoners beard
thse message gladly. Sonse bougbt a penny Gospel ; sanie
scraped tagether thirty-five cents for a Testansent. One wba
bougt the larger book ivas laid bold a! by its ivondrouis
words. It was fotind ai bim, and nie did eat it, and it became
thse joy and the rejaicing of his beart. He was a notable
prsoner-a jaîl-bîrd o! long standing. But under the teach-
ing oi the Word, and ai the nmen o! the Boaok-, bis very look
clsnged, and bis behaviaur. The officers had fanosmre
trouble sitb bim. A'ýer a considerable tinse ai testing, the
governar made up bus mind tiat bis prisoner bad becanse a
new nian, and proctired bîm a iree pardon Sa the angel ai
the Lard stîll finds nmen ontinl prison, and fetters fat], and
ran gaies open before im ai tîeir awn accord. Otir iriend

j could not go ta the bouse a! the niother o! John Mark an bis
release-that is flot round in Shidzuoku-but lie did the isext
best-be wenîta the mission-bouse, and there rehearsed
wbat the Lard had done for him-turning a prisaîser a! the
Empeiar inta one ai Christ's irec men.

Lnng my insprsoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's iiht;

Tîmnecyt dillused a 'luiczening ray-
1 wac. th. dsngoan lb'ncdwitb igbî,

M y tch.ns fel offl miy beait ws lirce.
i rase, went irth, andi fllowed Tme
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'lite Chrstian nutlook n japan is, by ail accaunts, some-
what brughter Ihan il ivas. There is not the sanie ardent
sprit of enqury, or ready acceptance ai foreign doctrine, by
whuclm carluer years were characterized, but tise later unfriend-
lness, not ta say dislike, is passmag away. The progress
miade by the Churcb ten ye:rs ago is not maintained, but
therc mn progress, and n sanie places nsarked progrcss. If
the world is lcss siling ta becrnoved, the Churches bave
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closed up their ranks, differenLes have been bealcd, arganiza-i
tions bave improvcd, liberality developed, and a new depar- tt
ture is hopefully anticipated. I

The romance af apanese Missions is fading, but il bas S
kift boat the Missions and the men stranger than before. WVe
shal flot sec, as was foretold oy a fervid Anerican at the S
Missionary Confetcn.e of iUS8, a natioal japanese Churcb 0
ffilly nianned, ind celebrating the departure af the last mis-ro
sionary father in u'goo ; but we already see the lines laidS
down on wbich a national japanese Church, in the best sense 1
of the words, may bc bult up-flot witb brick and niortar,e
but in living Christian men and wonsen, tilt it Cli the ]and. It
will nat be a !zcottish, an Engitsh, or an Amnerican Church,- I
flot a copy exagimraied or reduiced of this I ecclesiastcism " i
or that. It wili bear the imprcss af the national thought andc
way of doing tlings , and some af us will probably shakec
aur hcads over it, while Ive have beads ta shake-but if lit be i
founded on the Rock, flot the gaies of biell shail prevails
avainst it..It is flot witbout sadness that 1I(-ome la the end o! Ihese I
remiiscenccs, and think of rny first visitas iiy last. 1 wouilda
faîn sec again the white crown of Fujisan risc like a neviI
creation out of the western %vive, or wbîrl i my nid jinrick- a
isba alang the busy streets of Tokyo. or explore the gorge*
ous temples and solenn graves of Nikko, or share in the mis-
sionary hospitalities, or join i n the simple worship a( thase
who, wth glad surprise, have here tasted and seen that the
Lord i!s gracinus. Th, worry of the business that look me
there is forgotten, wit il tlhe dîscoiorts and disappoint-
nients of thc way. 1 alrnost believe 1 cauld relish the smell
of thc " daîkon " L nd enjay the mîseries af a native inn, if
tbis must be the price ot anothcr vîsit. But, ait least, the
memory remnains'; and the new înterest and sympathy witb
whîch Vou follow the daîly stary of a nations Ilile, and aîtici-
paie its development.t

Bcst of ail is the tbought that, îhougb 1 shaîl neyer again1
ind myself on the way ta japan, japan tself lis on the way
ta become a Christian country. *rhe Psalmns af David and t
the Sermon on the Mlount-one golden period of which
Edwin Arnold said the other day in lapanit iseli be would nott
barter for ail the sealth o ai al the Vedes-nay, the whole
Di)vine message, of which these are but a fragment, hb 5
been translated into the tangue af the camnimon people, LA (
made their heritage for ever. In spîte ai national jealousies
and treaty restrictions, the Gospel s makng progress. The
leaven uis there and must leaven the lump. It is the lower
mîiddle Jass vill make the Church, and il is the lower middle
class that wll makce the nation. " Christian " is no longer
synonymous with 'Ioutcast.' The proportion af coaverts ta1
tbe general population is less than anc in a tlîousand, but in 1
the first national Diet onc miember in tbirtV was a Christian 9
aînd more than anc ai these sas called ta posts ai special re-
sponsiblity and bonour tin the Legisiatture ai hîs counltry.1
A\nd the Cbun..b s groting tralin w&thin as %veil as from witb-1
flot A period ai perplexity and discussion is giving place ta
a more assured iaith, wbicb begîns ta prove itself in sorks ai
lave and uscrcy.

Let us have these iellow isianders mare irequently in aur
tbotight and prayer. What wîll ail thîs striving commerce,
tbis new civili4atian, Ibis madern tbougbt do for tbem if
they [et go the Gospel o! the grace of God ? rbe active mis-
sion wnrk afi aur Clîurcb amangst tbem is dwindling slowiy
down, and some day will doubtless pass wbolly ta others.
ffut let us not forget those whamn we trîed ta bclp svben iewer
hands than naw were stre!ched out ta do tbem service. For
tenturlies japan bas called berseli, and been known ta other
countries as, the Lani of the Risung Sun,-the flrst ta catch
the glad ray that chases the darkness across the great Pacific.
Now the Sun ai Rigbteousness Himnsell is rising on ber, %vitb
bealing un His wîngs, not ta set in night, but ta lcad lber ever
onward tossards the perfect day.- Willa»z /. Slozwan, (;la.%-
Zo.w, bin/the Ujtcîfl Pr.sby'krian : i1Zazisie.

OUR ELDERS.

MR. Ew hîR, -How is it that every now and then same
anc seeins moved ta wbolcsale condemnatian of aur eIders ?
In a late issue of yoor paper " Manager ' makes the following
sweeping statements -" Sessqions as at presenit cansîituted are
a positive indrance ta the prospcrity of congregatioos. It s
fia secret that Preshyterians everyw1îc'e reýognL.e tlhà I be
the .,ase. The maj orty of aur Sessions ata composed ai men
svbo rest conten:ed in tbc knawledgc that tbey bave wbat is
called the spiritual oversigbt ai congregations," etc. tThe
italics are nîine.ý On rirst rcading sucb attacks, anc s il.-
clined ta came ta the conclusion that the author af theni is
very sarebeaded because be is nat an eIder. But furtber re-
flection briogs more charitable tbougbts; and the excuse is
made tbat local delect bas led bim ta imagine tbat the bro-
ther in mind is a fit type ai the eldersbip. Takîng the latter
view, permit me ta assure" Manager,» and athers who are luke
minded, that niy experience as a Sabbatb-scbool worker, a
manager, and, finally, a minister of the Presbyterian Churtcb,
bas led me ta conclusions the cantrary ta thase at whicb be
bas arrîved. Na anec daims that as a body they bave attain-
cd %inta perfection, but my experience leads me ta say that aur
eldcrsbip is comipased ai the best availabie material, and is
doing grand work for the Master. Tarning ta tbe Assemibly's
rcports on Sabbath Scbaols and the State af Religion ýfar the
present year, 1 !Ind that niy ezperience is flot unique. The
former says . Il"2,:,-aeiders are engaged Uin 1,138 schools. AI-
lasing for uinreported schools, we mtay safeiy say that 2,900,
or 4S per cent., oi the total eldership stand in the ranks ai aur
Sabbath.school workers." When it is remcmbered tbat quite
ri number a! the eIders are unable ta engage in this work on
accaunt af nid age, and ai being Iocated (as many are in the
country) far irons wbere scbools are beld, it must bc admitted
that 48 is a fair percent. The latter repart says : «"In regard
ta the work daixe by the eIders ai tbe Cburch, th ere is a mast
satisfactory consensus af opinion irons ahnast every quarter.
Thcy are attending ta the duties af tbeir office with cammend-
able diligence. In twa districts only is there a camplaint
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Made in regard ta their neglect af duty, anc irom tne l>resby-
tery aifl3rockville and another (rom the Synod af Toronto and
Kingston, which, wvhite speaking in tbe bîgbest praise af the
service rendered by eiders generallv, adds . 1 Net we bear af
orne svho bear this banoured name vthout giving evîdence
if its truc meanîng in ie and work. Our repart catis for
eiorm, and asks . Can we flot set ail aut Sesstans la wark
Set eacb eider bus district, and tbus deveiap unused talent.'
Instead ai condemnîng wbolesalc, would ut net be better ta
encoîurage tîtese brethren in their work ? Haw ? By showing
hein that you hugbly bonour thent for their work's sakej by
upbalding thens in every effort tua,%dvice God's kusgàotn ; by
:onsulting witb tbem un regard ta tîhe spuritualiînterests ai the
congregation ; by unvîtîng them ta your bomne and then treat-
ng tbcm as those who bave ta give an accaunit as spiritual
bhepherds ; by furnisbing sucb informatian as will enable tbem
an rcc.latm tse erring, strengthen the weak, ansd camioni the
afillkted , by pouring out your heart un prayer for a baptîsm o!
he I-oly Spirit. Tbey surely have enaugli ta do ta contend
agaînst those that are wîtbout. Mi.

A :eglist r.
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NMfR. EDiTOR, 'rbat there sltould be 230,000 Presbyteriafls
n the country that the Churcb knows nothing about, us a faci
bhat will cause a gond deat oi enhluiry. 1 svould offer the fol.
Iawing remarks upon it

1. The Church estimate is in%.hrect. \'e get at it by muti-
tiplying the nxîmber ai familles reported by five, au'd adding
the number ai single persans. This is a very baose metbod,
and full ai îoop bales. Five may bc tao low a multuple. The
single persans may nlot be very cauciuliy reported. Lookîng
aver the retuins 1 firtd thse cahsmn for single peisans anc with
as many blanks as almost any other ;na ather statîstîcal
column shows so many. It cannot, thercfore, be rclîed an a-à
a means ai giving us accurate knossledge about our people.

Then there is a svide divergence among Sessions as ta how
families shall bc counted. Sanie court oniy those un which
there are members. For example, anecocngregatuon, wvitb a
cburcb seating 8,Do and a membersbip ai -'36, reports only So
farniiies, and no single persaus at ai. That is a city congre-
gation, wbere there are generally a number ai single persans
not connected with the families. Eighty multuplued by fîve
gives 400. Surely these are net ail the Presbyterîans, aId and
young, cannected witb that charge, whicb raises about $i,6aa
for the Scbemes, and nearly $6,6oo far ail purpases. Perhaps
in that case double the number wouid bc nearer the actual
fact.

Same Sessions, becauise they art taxed for certain cburcb
purpases per famiiy or judgcd eligible ar inelugible for aid from
the augmentatian fond, according ta their contributions pet
family, are tempted ta report aniy those famîhies as Presby.
terian and belonging to tbem that gîve reasonable support.
Comparativeiy fesv Sessions, 1 believe, aim at gîving in the re-
port ai their farnuhies ail the Presbyterians un their neigbhbour-
bood. The famihies flot known ta the trea3urer, and nlot seen
aiten ini the church, are not very lîkeiy ta be enrolied.

Il. In looking aver the returns presented ta last Assem-
bly, 1 find flot a very large proportioof ibianks in the column
per families, yet I believe enough, aiter deducting the 1'delay-
ed returas," and the retturns iram the Presbytery ai New-
ioundland, ta accounit for 18,000 ta 2o,ooa ai the missing
230,000.

StîlI, aiter sve make ail allowances that are called for by
these features ai the case, and aiter alwing for Presbyterians
ai aIl soi s wba did flot camne inta the union, there must still
be a large number ai unknawn PresLyterians unknown ta
the~ Sessions ai aur Cburcb, and this is a iact that ougbt ta
awaken interest and call forth effort.

\Vbat can be donc ? I believe aur Sessions would act in
the matter if a practical plan wcrc suggested. J.fcre is a plan
th3at 1 have tried with god resulîs -

The assessors ai the several municipahities, tlroughout
Ontario at any rate, write the naines ai ail the ratepayers and
househalders in the municipality . and with the Dame the te-
ligiaus denominatian ta whicb the persan and bis family dlaim
ta belang. Thecyeven divide the houschoîd,lelhing how many
bclong ta eacb denominatioo, if there are different religions
reprcsented. Now, if the paslar or a member of Session could
gel access ta the assessar's book, it would only be the work ai
a couple ai bours ta find aut the unknawn Presbytcrians in
the ncighbourhood. Having gal ibeir naines, and t'teïr strect
and number, it will bc easy ta visit the nsissing Prcsbytcrians
and find out sansetbing about tbemn. And oppartunities Witt
at once be aflorded for using menus ta draw them into the
fold.

1 believe tsere are few cangregations (in tawns and cihies
anyway) that wauld net find surprises, and svork apened for
them at their very doors, if some sucb plan as 1 have suggest-
cd werc acted upoo. And the result, if it is uodertaken in a
proper spirit and in a judicious way, wiil bc eo nîy beneicial
ta aur newly-found namesakes, but also ta aur Cburch as a
wbole. l wiIl wipe aut speedily, 1 behieve, sorte ai the re-
proach tisat lies upon us as it is published abroad that one-
iaurîh ai aIl the Prcsbytcrîans in the Daminian o! Canada are
unkosn ta the Sessions ai the Presbyterian Cburch in
Canada. H. GRACEY.
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