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D)r. Stalker's contribtion ita the N.ale rolir-,e ni lectui es nu
preacbiiîg makes a wellwritten, searcliing, i;trtweritil h0ok.
Comîng ater stîcl men as ileeclier, Hall, Ta'.ylor, l'ltllips
Brooks, Simnpsoin, and other înilpit princes, one oPttIS the
book wvndering what titis Scotchînan cari say on the subîect
that bas notbeti ellsadirad.'scuhave not gantfar urtil
yau find that this Scotclînar says soute nev tlîirgs, and pu's
înany aid thîngs in such a iresh and strrkîng way. Tht book
bas a grip. Ir îtîakes you tbink, and pray. and resolve ; nmakes
you wonder wltetlter Voit ever did prtach a rcally gond sermon:
miakes you dettritîîîted ta do better next Sabbatlî ; makes von
stop thinking about mtodern and unînspired pulpît modeis and
sends you rght back ta lsaialt and Paul ; inakes you get up
earlier in tue mornîrtg and begin your serîstan tarlier in the
week, for tht autitor says tîtat ane of thetmititngs in pulpît
preparatian is ta begîn in time and get dont inntrime.

Dr. Staiker gives is readers pause, and pause is a good
thiog for a preacher ta have on tîte threshold ni a new year.
Having spent your hlildays ini Dr. btaîkerb coiipany you are
pretty sure ta take your prlpit bearings, and begit ynur work
for tht year a little more tri the spirit ai Parulaîtd Isaîah thtan
you have been doing it in tîte past. 0f course no niîtiister
will begin the year in this svay if lie tbinks lie bas notlting ta
learn iront books and lattie iroîn Isaiali or Paul. \'ue refer ta
ordiriary speciniens of clerical hurtanity, %vho itel their nerd
uf ligbt andI leadîng i the great struggle agaîrtst sîi.

About tht middle ai bis îitroductory lecture Dr. Staiker
Vives lus reader the first pronotinced, prolaiigcd, saddenîng
pause. Like every othe.r ninster wvbose eyes are open, he
knocs that the modern cburch bas a large amount ai c-ampli-
.ated nsachintry, and, lîke every other earnest mtani, he asks if

practîcal religion is ifcreabing ini proportion ta the ntacltmnery.
He tsays

The mtachine of religion is large anmd conifflicated, and l i is
manned by su many workcrs thar Lhey gel in c ccl ottier's way ; but,
wiitt MIl this bustling activity, is aie %urllonct? iitý s thet quetion
whiclî gives us ptause. lias the anount oi practical Chritianiiy
increased in proporiinta the iuttiplicatiun af agencies ? Aie the
prospects ai religion as mach brighter thanrilîicy used ta bc as uîight
have been exlected aitez ail this cspe-nditure of labour ?i s Chris.
tianity deepening as well as 5sprcadin g?
Now let every reader ai Tilt.CANADAtPI.iV EI.Npause
for a moment and think ai tht arisount ai machînery that is
being worked in the name ai religiona, and ask bimself if tht
resuits are anytbîng like, in proportion, ta tht mnachinerv. Is
the real wrk- tht work ai saving souls and deepening piety
-being dont mare successfully tban ait aoy past ime ? Dr.
Stalker answers for bis own city and tourtry .-

In Glasgow&, where tht proportiun ai chirches ta oplulation is sa
high. tht>' speak ai two hundreil thousatd non-churcb-goers, that is,
a thurd ai the inhabitants ; andI if ynu go isito une of aur villages wiîh
a population ai two or thece thousand, you mny ind threc or four
churches brtongirig to dfferent den ri naîrans, but you wvll find even
there a considcrable bodly ni nun.chcîrcli-g-uets.
It almast takes ailes breatit acay ta read that ini tht cty ai
Glasgow one-third ai tht people neyer attend public worsbip,
and that ini thetotwns antd villages ai Scatland the state ai
affairs is not much bettrer. Somne ai us were taught ini early
life ta believe that nearly everybody i Scotland was a churcb-
goer. Scotland was kept belare aur yauthful minds as the
model country. There the people rcad tht Bible and attended
churcb and prayer-inetting regu]arly and dîd everytbing that
was gond. Sa thorougbly wsab that idea drîlled inta aur niinds
years ago that vie almoist thînk Dr. Staker is astraV in his
statistics vhtn he speakzs ai one-thîrd tht population aifC(Aas-
gow neyer darkeititgz a cburch door. But then Dr. Staîker
is a mari ai affairs, a mari wlo ventes inucb ...,.d is in the habit
ai sifting bis facts and ttsting bis figurts. IlThey speak," lie
says, Io two bundred thousand non-churcb-goers," and he
dots not stemn to tbink the estimate too bigb.

But let us learre Glasgow ta thase more directly respon-
subît for ber spirîtnal welfare, and cone rîght home. Il Ont-
third the people neyer attend public warship." Is this truc ai
Halifax, ai Mootreal, ai Kingstoil,*Tororito, Hamilton, London,
Brantford, Guelph, and other Caiiadian cties ? Is it truc ai
Canadian towns and villages generalhy ? Must wt admît that
with ail aur minîsters, evaîîgchîsts. eIders, co!leges, church
courts, cominittets, con lertrices, societies, associations and
machinery ai ont kîsnd and another, ont Canadian out ni
every three neyer bcars the goispel? Is t tht shameful fact
that of every thrce ien you mecet an tht street under tht very
badow ai yaur cburch spires aIl tht gospel influence in tht
place can induce only two ta listen ta the gospel ?

Alîîîost ariy Cartadiar i cty is pretty sure ta be in a worse
condition than Glasgow. If there are two hundred tbausand
people in Glasgow cvbo never hear the Word, there is Prob-
ably a larger proportiori in ariy part of Canada. Now, wauld
ir nor be well ta stop vapnuring about Ilthis great church'

,and ask aurselves if anly two-thirds of aur population go to
church, and many ai theni irregularly ?

Dr. Stalker easily rind- a much worse place tban Glasgow
in tht malter ai church.going. Ht says:

Not long.aga I1 icard t I.tîdon clergyman siste that if, any
Sunclay morniitt, you went ilirough the congregations blonging ta
tht Church ai England iin the district ai a hundred and flfty thousagnd
inhabitants in whichi lie labours, you wouîd flot, in ail ai then put
together, find ane man for ery tlinusarid ai the populatin.

IHE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN.

That is ta say the nan-church-goers were a thousand to one
against the chîîrch-goers ! And, bc it remembered, the State
pay>s the Chuirch of England immense sums for bringing the
people to church.

Dr. Staikers picture of things inside the church is flot
mukchi more encauraging than bis statistics. Utis mast impor-
tant factor in the solution ofithe problem-better preachers-
wce niay discuss next weck. Meantime it is a matter of
grattude that a strong honest miar i ke Dr. Staiker cames ta
the front otice in a wilie and gives the churches a potveriul
dose oaitruth.

AA'OTlHiA> LETFR F/et).f CIIINA.

Mr. Hamilton Casst.ls his ktndiy iorwarded the foltawing
lester, dated Hsin Ciien, Lilman, November 9, îSoi, for pub
lication :

N'our faîthfil correspondent, MIr. MacVicar, lias let for the
coast, and as you must bc anxious ta hcar iroin 1-sin Chen at
prcswent 1 send Vou a fine.

it 's now ten days since the tint, and we are stilli n quiet
possession af aur barricaded campounid. Mr. MacGillivrays
visa ta the Hsin maaistrate tvas flot praductive ai any good
resuit. Two runners fromn the Yamen arrived iast niight,
beariog only an arder ta drive the beggars away. A procla-
mation bas flot heen issued for bas any action been taken
about those who incited tht tumuit. Foreseeing this Mr.
MacGiilivray returned front Usun Hsien iast Manday, a-
an Tuesday marning before daylight Mr. MacVicar lif y
cart ta Iay the matter personaily before the Consul.

We can now look back upon tht riot with mare catmness
thars when thte excitement it caused was stili fresh upon us,
and tve feel assurcd that the disturbance, though doubtless
sinister enough in its purpose, wvas flot s0 serions as we az
first supposed. Ouîr landiord was evidently one af the lead-
ers, and this is a seriaus feature as it touches o,:r future rela-
tions with him. The mob was thorougbly under contraI ai
the ieaaders and heid back by a strang hand froni going bc-
yand a certain point. Instructions hadl evidently been given
not ta injure praperty, and we now believe flot ta inflict any
bodiy injury upan aur twa brathers. It was probably simiply
an attempt ta Ievy blackmrail witb perhaps the hope that in
future the threat ai a sinîilar disturbance wouid farce us ta
carry an ail business transactions through those wtho incited
it and at their extortionate prices.

The fear upon the peopie stîli continues and the forin it
has taken helps ta canfirm us in this view. During the
last few days Dr. Smith bas been eotreated by same af those
most deeply invaived ta open the compound and receive pa-
tients in order ta heip quiet the abominable staries tald an
the street about us. Accordîngiy we have masans at wark pre-
paring a roamn in whichbch can treat patients without giving
access ta the compound praper. Since making thîs purpose
koown we have hadl several oflers ai materiais and workmen,
though before the riat Mr. MacVicar faund it ainiost impas-
sible ta secure cîther.

Our arrivai at the very haur we were mast needed was evi-
dently provideotial. Our boat captain for some reason ai bis
awn bail made up his mnd t - reach a certain tawn on the
way in time ta remain aver nighî, and for twa days we chafed
at the slow progress ai tht boat even during favourabie
wiods. But now we set there was a guid;ng hand in this, for
aur arrivai earlier wauld vot have averted the riot, whereas
occurring at tht moment it did it may have preventedl the
booty secured whett ing their appetites for more.

Avd 1 do na: think auy ai us wiii soon foigtt the lessan
we received ai tht power of prayer, for aur r%:quest that ail
sbould withdraw wbile we kneit beinre 1'the ont truc Father
af heaven," brougbr an awe upon the crowd and provecd the
turning point in aur favour. \Ve rase tramt aur knees already
assured that deliverance was at hand. Sincerely yours,

Joii4,,MAcDoUGALL.

DOWN THE CAREAN.

V.-ANTI(;U.%.

We are now anchored ini the Bay ai St. John's, about
ibrte miles froni tht town af that naine, the capital of the
îsland. We cannot go nearer because ai tht shaliawness ai
the water ; and we shall not stay long because ai the smaîî-
ness af the cargo ta bc discharged. Witbin a stonels thraw
are tht rocky shorts, with litre and there beautiful littie
patches ai golden sand under tht shadaw af <atberv palms.
Beyond thern are gentie swells ai cuitivated ]and, and
rounded bis masti.y cavcred with waad. There is nothing
strikingly picturesque about it : it is simpiy a pleasing scene.
The length ai tht island is twenty-one miles and the breadth
tht sane; aud there are about 6o,ooo acres ai arable ]and.
Discoveted by Columbus in t1493, the island bas been in the
possession ot tht British since i1632. Tht soif is remark-
ably rich, and tht sugar estates, here unusualiy large, are
skiliully cultivated ; but, save the rami rom heaven carefuliy
caught in cisterns by tvery harisehold, there is no water sup-
ply. It is daubtless owing ta tbls that tht island bas gat the
naine af being the most uinheaithy in thte West Indies. A
frightitil earthquake visited it in 1842, !eaving St. John's a
beap ai ruins ; and five years aiter when restorcd, it was
completely destrayed by a terrible hurricane ; and in z85o,
owing ta, a protracteil dyought, there was a total failure ai

~3Dd~vhaY 13~h, 1g92*

crops. Stiii it contains a population ai 35,oS0 negroes and
twa or three hundrcd wvhites.

SLAVERt'.

Taîl, broad.chesttd, strong-looking mien these sable sons
ai Airica are ; and with what a deaiening gibberish, shrill
as tht clanking ai tins and interspersed with a variety ni
Engiish oaths, they with incredible quickness transier the
goods ta their barges ! One looking at tht;m and iistening
rtc-alls tht pas% as ytt nat very Far away, when cargots ni a
différent kind were carried ino these peaceiui waters, anîd
scenes ai another description wtre witnessed by those sulent
deep blue heavens. One sets the eban ships, or floatin.,
helis, with their freight ai buman beings trm fromn kith and
kin, carried as cattie across the Atlantic waves and trnptied
aut, tht dead as murrained beasts inta tht deep for the
abotinding sharks, and tht scarcely-living inta the brutalities
and unutterabie barrors ai slavery. Shanie suflises our
cjeek when we remember that we are white and ai the rare
ai the appressor ; sympathy fis aur hearts for these black
cildrtn af men sa grievously, irreparably wranged, and
sacriiegiousiy robbed ai their rights divine. Tht liglit
ning words ai cloquent Guthrie, cansumiog tht insulting
appeai for tht sympathy and support ai tht Scottish Church
an hehali ai the Church in tht Southemn States, endeavouir.
ing ta maintain tht hellish system, cante sweeping throuh
aur spirits with puriiying, elevaring power, and we bicss our
God antw that tht great horror ai darkness is past, and
that the iouiest blot on tht escutchean oai'aur country lias
been wiped out. On this isiand atone, 30,000 slaves were
set fret on August 1, 1834, for $2,t29,ooa. No stinait amouhît
ai praise bas been bestowtd on Antigua for thte elightened
acnd liberal poiicy she pursued with reicrence ta ber Slave!,
mnaking herself a paradise in those islands of Egyptian bond.
age. Here anly could tbey be tricd by jury ; hert only were
tbey allowved ta uîarry ; bere anly coald religious instruction
be împarted ta thtm. But ai this vtrï isiand, the home ni(
the slave, John Newton, once in tht horrible trade but
afrerwards by tht grace ai God a niinistet ai His Gospel,
and tht jaint-author with Cowper af those 0mney bymns tlîat
have enriched the praise ai the whole Christian Church, bas
recorded sanîtthing that, notwithstanding these touches of
humanity, show it the abodes ai nefarious wickedness. loir
these very waters John Newton sailed with bis cargo ni
slaves in 1751, and irom the planter ta wboni bis ship twab
cansigned he learnt that calculations had been made jy te
planters an tht îsland, with ail possible exactness ta deter.
mine which was tht mast advantageous wav ai managing
slaves-

IWbether ta appoint tbemt moderate work, plenty 4f
provisions, and sucli treatment as migbt enable tbema ta pro.
tract their lives ta aId agt ? or-

IlBy rigarously straining their strength ta the utmast,
with lttle relaxation, bard fire, and bard usage ta wear thrni
out befare they becaint useless and unable ta do service
and then ta buy new anes to 611l up their places?"

Ht further added that these skillul calculations h -d deter-
mined in favour ai the latter mode as much the cheapt r, and
that be could t 4ention several estates in tht Island rIl
Antigua an ivhicb it was seldomn known that a slave had
lîved above nine years. This iri Antigua the paradise:
Wihat in tht other islands! Surely it was an baur thrice
blesszd, in which tht Christ Hîmiself rejoiced, when one
hundred million dollars were paid down by the British
people and the sbackles fel train every rlave.

SHARKS.

But thougb tht slaves are no more, the sharks are still
bt:e and in shoals. Hall out ai the water, and ai pale sepia
calaur, with their caudal fins erect as the paop ai some aid
Spanish galleon, tbey carter around us in the wildest excite-
ment. Such boldness have they that even repeated attempis
ta take their lufe with tht rifle have no intirnidating effect up.
an them, but contrariwise, unsuccessful attacks seern rather
ta increase their daring. Feracious-looking beasis tbey are,
and mast ungainly as they:.make their somersault ta devauir
their prey which neyer escapes. Like ail fishes, the sbark
possesses neither cars nor - ostrils, and yet tht seose ai
smell is sa strong that he can perceive bis victim full maiîy
a mile away and rush unerringly towards it in tht darkcst
night and through tht mast troubled waters. The oliaczory
nerves are said by naturahists ta extend over tht space
between tht cyes. In tht case thertiore af a sbark twentv.
five fett long there wauld bt the equivalent ai a riastril
tweîve square itet if 51zt. Take it ta' avizanduplm, if Vou
wll ; but do not deny it. Tht sbarks here are nat sa large;
a iew are between ciglir and ten feet long; tht Most art
bttwetn Cive and seven. IlThese are very yotmng and small,"
says a Vouth, a regular Mandeville, who bas rravelled every
where, and is an authority an evcry conceivable subjecr.
IlWhcn 1 was up the Danube saine four years aga, 1 bar-
pooned a fellaw over fifty feet long." Ont listener thouglir
but said ruot, IIThere was ample maoinin that shark for a fui-.
grawn Cretian." You remember tht Aposrle's quotarians
from Epîmenîdes : ifiyou canriot recali it, yau wil iind it in
Titus first and twelth.

A tVATERSI'OUT.

Through a sea like a burnishtd 'sbeet of silver we are
cuttiog aur way ini a southerly direction for the Island ai
Mantberrat, about f6ve bours' sait fmn Antigua. Midway,
however, the sheen an the waters changes ta sullenness, and
tht placid surface swells into heaving billom s, and we observe.
on aur right, andi not Far off, a whirling masz of cloud, black as


