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.standing a-. 1 do oi thte tltreshold cf tht unk-nnwn 'venid,
tîere s ro motive why t slinuld tell nîy sînry uintrmthflly,
andt yet tîte plain facts are se niarvellous tai I dislike te face
incredulity b>- tellung ut ail. rhtre is, however, an impulse
%ithun ne iliat 1 cannit resust That it miay lie 'velI rnder-
sood 1 Iuust Itegun at the beginning, andi cbtrumde as mucli
<il niy owî hîstry as inay be neededi fer a cnprehieasiaa of
the iwhole.

I de net think thai I Iack encrgy or decîsuen mhen sucît
qutalities are smddenly called for; thoummît, if I did, tht deleci
weuld bce a thiug cf nlieritance for my famber, Ralph Wai-d-
uttgtnii, %vas soieumueli of a sluggard, and given te leîiing
afiaîrs drift as hey %nuld. Tîtere 'vert uearly foui- huudred
acres af fertile seul un tht Wdrdingîcii Fai-m j'illiindustry
andi julguient uti ould have been a large gaidca; but my
fatîter îîad no surplus at tht enud of the ytar, and barely mani-
:ugech ru escape geting inodelit. feyond a tIcw acres min
friit, and au acre 'vhicli grew vtgeuahles fur the haine tise, tht
place liaine culivaîinn atilal. lis revenue came from ils
naltre h mas a body of grotind iestuuug open lintestont rock,
whuclî lay in a natural depressuen among sandstonn ridgts.
Ont cf tîtese lasi 'vas cleli at a point, and ibrougli ibis a
strtain fi-cn a large and perpetual sprung on the lari-fufînd ils
way belev. T't'l ai-ms arotund 'vert fertiluet naugli, and îook
kindly te inaize and vegetables;, the peacl i lourishedi on theutt,
liut îhey cutl net graw grass. On curs, tht richest bitte
grass grew spontaneeusly and luxuiianily 'vlerever tht woody
growtlu %vas remeved. Tht place 'vas ont vast pastui-e-field,
and un great request ia tht neighbniiihoed fer fatteaiag beeves.
Thtbci-tnt thuts derîvedi front suurouadîng caîîle-n'vaers niade
op ny farhers nioderate hut seady income. Ht badl but Iewv
expenses, for lie 'as a widower, 'vbo had ont), te nmaintain
huiself, bis only son, cne huredi maît. andI a inaid cf all mu-nik;
and hie speat nothung oui tht place heyand keeping fences in
repair, and îep-dressing the grass about once in tivo >ears. I
gre'v up on tht tai-ni eqîially unended, baming my own sîveet
wvay very tiiocl. and Iound mysel ai îweaty-one, a tait sîrip-
ing -îhey said 1I 'as bandsoine t hen-a skilîul liorseman,
'iii veu-y tile learîîing eceptinla 'vndci-aft, and 'vitît ne setîled
purpese in lite.

Our- laiu, it a ceîînîy vhtere tht hoiesteads generally ian
trotu thirty te a buindi-eci acres, 'vas coasidered te be large;
but aither in ts extent nor appurtenances 'vas ite lieceai-
pared te Faine Manor, xvhicli adjeined iî an tht south andi
mest l'bat centainedi il-et thausandi si.\ huadredi acres af
Land, parîly arable and parrly Ici-est, ncluding a small vllage
nf about uînety bousesand ail beyond tht harnlet 'vas enclosed
by a motene vail. fihit, very near the centre, what had been
a spacinus and noble mansion, muîihal the aecessan- outhuild
ngs , and tItre 'vereteut tenant lieuses for lariers and lali

ouers scaîteredi over tht place. But thteatansion 'vîicli, 'vitht
its library and tîtiniture, bad been left te tVie care cf my fatI'-,
muho cellectedi the village rents and sent them te Europe, wbere
the cwner residtd, %vas oui cf repait. Tbtre vere gapsaia
places in tht sione wvall areundi the marier , tht sward of the
park cf tIret hundrcd acres surioundiag lu 'vas filled 'ith lowv
growth , weeds and briers choked the gai-dca ; tht stable-i-olfs
vre leaky at places 'vItre tle slares lad (allen off; tle grape-

rues and pait-bouses %vere i-ins ; and tht place bad a deselate
look. Thte waer iad resided ahraad since the deaîh cf bis
'ile and never intended te return. Tht place 'vas affered for
sale aor Itase. But these muho carat te set it wu-th a vicw ta
remt or purchase, only shrugged thti- sheulders ut inspection
and 'vent away. h 'vas aIl famniliar te me. As a boy I1-sed
te go uhere once a week te opta the bouse and air tht antique
lurniture and beoks, and centinued ta do se as 1 grew up.
Tht gi-tam greve af hickories 'vhich stood net ver far- frcm tht
park 'vas my favourite autting-ground ln autuma. 1 grew te
(ccl a propietary iaterest in tht manier, au'd dreamned in day-
light oaI%-,bai changts I1'veuld make ia tht place whea h felI
te Ie.

TItre 'vas one painting in the bouse that subjected mnt ta
a strange fascination. li ong over tht manti-piece la tht
fbrary, incosed un a masi-îve fraie, half roited and wormn
taita, 'vih tic glding 'vertu off in patches. But tht pîcture
.tself Ieoked as1 fresb aad vivid inlats coleuring as thougbh i
lad been recenîly painted. Ir 'vas a fuoh hcngth portrait of a
young 'veman, and tht figure 'vas of lite size. She appeared
te bce cighteen or thereabeut. Tht foi-mn 'as perfect in pose
and curve ; the face se faulitlss un every feature tiat it loaked
as tieugi tht artîsi had mîngled tle peints cf several medelsi
and the drapery 'vas se adîirably dont that you could discern
tht texture of tht siik -and velvet, and tht pattera of tht lace.
But tht wondci- et it alI %vas tht cyts. They were ai times
bloc or grcy, accerdiag 1in tic light ibat fcIl utuan therni; but,
'vIatever hue îbey assomcd, îhey had a peculiar, steelv lustre
thar beld tht gazer spell-bound. 1 calledi tht portrait 'l Tht
Blloec.teuty," becausce!ftht cnlnui- o! tht dress, 'vhichliai--
menized se 'vel muitb rthe eyes, and 'iti tic profuse golden
bair that gi-ev do'vn over tht forehead in wavag locks, like
that of tht bust af Clytie. i fcrmecd my ideal cf female love-
lincss, in spit ai hose cruel, steeîy eyes , and I vo'ved
1 'vould neyer mari-y but wiîh is cauniterpart.h used tu
stautj.betore il, foi- heurs at àa iine, di-iking in its splendid
btauty.

But iny dreamns 'vert ai an ed when ibere came a letîem-
firn Colonel Fane infor-nîng us uhai thetmrer and tht con-
tents cf tht mansuon, ingether wth tht villag e cf Mantbazon,
lait been sold te Obed Marley, te 'vhom my father- 'as ta gi-Je
possession. Tht village had beca named atter tht lady of tht
pic-ui-e. She had been a Zelia Monthazen, whe bad mýarild
%vith tegiandfather cf Colonel Fane, after the dtath cf bis
lii-si 'vil, ber sister. Tradition assigned te ber a cold and
wîcked nature; and there 'vert vague ruaiers that she had
bastened lier stster's cnd.

u>bed Marley !I1 iristpctured tht nemi- roprietor as a
hean, smooîh-Iaced and acuime unembet- o!tht Society Of Friends,
with aIl tht strict Quaker nations cf meum and tuumn, and
haviag boards displaycd on tht place requestiag strangers nom
to îrespass --tht- civil wording implying tiat thc full penalty cf
tht law wî4uld be nteted out ta nerlopti-s. Then again 1
fancîed hlm tae csane rotr-d anud vulgar pet-son wbc bafi
inade a fortune by calice er candles, and 'vie would dîsplay
bis piide cf purst ctttasively. N'tither 'vonîuli c api, I te-
lecîed, te bavec the large Sum m mcbay tht manor, or the, desire
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mc have a large country seat ; and 1 coitcludied it watt saine
stock gambler wvho lad managed a profitable corner, or a
vulgar silver king, But no matter îvhich If migbt lbe my aId
privileges oun Fane Manor 'vauld have te give tvay ta the righit
of oîvaership.

Speedily there catme an architect, 'vmth a train cf carpenters,
masoins and labeurers, and these sean changed tht looks cf
tht place. Tht mansion and autbuildings 'veret horaugblyrie-
paired, the gaps in tht 'vails around the manor filled up, the
park and garden cleared af ail rubbich, flic drives macadam-
ized, and hired mien and their famlies installed in tht tenant
houses. Then came boxes in abundance, and vans flled %vith
ruch and costly furniture, replacing a part cf that already in
thtelieuse. 1 theuglit it at flrst woold bce a small housebeld,
as there %vert but thirte sers of fine chamber furniture, and
these already there were dilapidated, and that the owaer in-
tended tentutti-tain but femv guests. But presently 1 counted
twvelve cheaper bedreom suites, which 'vert evidently fer tht
servants, and ivould fili the upper rooms in boîli main build-
ing and 'vrngs. With the last instalment came a small army
cf servants, and 1 found itf'vas tc be a pelyglot bousehold.
Tht hutler 'vas a Germant tht cook French, tht gardener
Scottish, the coachman and groom Englîsh, the feoiman a
Nlulatto, whose accent proclaimed hum fi-cm Virginia, tht
heusekeeper evidently an American, and tht hecad chamber-
naid an Italian. They hall ail been referred-ta uts, and 1
shewed ta themn tht various offices. Before 1 had got thi-ougli
tith theni the new proprieter came, attended by an English
body servant, and a Scottisît deer-heuind-the valet, short, uglY
and robusi, and the dog, tai, handsome and slender. These
came in a dog-cart, the masrer driving. Tht coachi and several
herses had comne tht day before with tht ceachman, groom and
stable helpers.

1 'vas agreeably disappointeil, The newcoiner wvas fait,
%vitb light bair and bloce eyes, the hair 'vora long, and giving
bîm a leenîne look. Ht was caurteemis and ceurtly, evei-v inch
a gentlenman. Ht spoke English ivîth a slight pecuîiarity cf
accent, and that extreme precisien which proclaimed i hmtmebe
a fareigner, thaugli cf what country 1 could net detti-mine.
lit 'vas a lingoîst for be spoke in tht servants eacb iin his awn
tnngoe. 1 stepped forivard and intreduced myseîf, stating that
as tve had had chargte cf the property se long 1 was fullY
faniliar with ts merts and capabîlities, sanie cf 'hich he
might net perceive ai irsi, and that nîy knewvledge, should bce
require it, %vas at his service. Ht gazed ai me searchingly at
firsi, then siiltd, and said he wvould bc pleased te avait hint-
self of my kind cHier in tht near future. WVe both bo'ved, andi
1 returntd home.

Tht neighbouriag farmers, nxy father aniong thtei-est, made
formaI catis on thet aew-comer during tht folletving %veek, afier
tlie customi of the neiglibourbeai. Mr. Marley sent bis card
In tacli in reurn ; but, thotit-h lbe ad been courteemîs te ait
i their visit, paid noue in i-clora, except te my father. This

frigid negarive ta intercaurse made lit unpopular at oce.
l.ut in bis viçit te us hec'vas gensal and pîtasant. chatted i vll
nîy latîtu- about grazing, gave sonie memiscences of bis visîr
ta tht Seul Amerucan pampas, where bce had seen gi-ti erds
of catît, and now and thea addressed bis remarks te me. As
bce rose te depari, he said te my father -IlMi-. Wardington,
this son cf yours is a briglit, manly young gentleman. a little
indolent, 1 fancy, and lie bas rusted 50 long litre that he is
quite ignorant cf niany things if would bce pîtasant to kaaw. I
aun 'itîmout kmn, and shaîl live a rather solitary life ; but I need
some little companîonsbip at home. 1 have taken a liking te
yeur son. If bce can endure my seciety at tumes, I weuld take
ut as a faveur should bce make huiself fret of my bouse. 1
have madle some additions te tlie libramy that may intercst or
amuse him. As he lias hunted, fishtd and made hiniseîf
fret of the manor al bis lite, bce must censider that al bis
privileges î-cmain intact.'" Thte b bwed himself out, and
howled away ia bis dog-cart, 'vbich, wth bis valet, 'vas in
waiting.

IlPhulip," saudi my father, when our visiter had gonc, " 1
advise you ta accepi that offer. Intercourse with such a1 man
will affei-d you tht pelish vou lack. Ht is undeubtedly 'vell
bred and finely cultured, and bis seciety 'vili beclin tvery way
te your adivantage. Besides, did you observe what lie said
about having ne k? I would net bave you steap four possible
fortune, but he rnist bte vtry iici, and may desuu-e te choose an
h tir."

losoon called at the mannr i for I1'vas fasciaated by tbis
ceurtiy stranger, thougli I bad an impression bc was net bear
ing bus praper namte. His 'velceme was genial ; and whea lie
bad ushexed me into bis library, le said : Il eu knew the
house well enaugli. Carne and go when yau 1ke Inoîed
that there 'verc a number cf ne'v bock-s on tbrm shelvts, though-
niosi aI îthem were in old bindings, and sanie in parchmeat
coers. But tvbat struck me mosi was uhat a îbîck cutain
%vas hung aver tht pcurt above tht manici. He detccted my
astanîshment by my glances.

I have cavered tbar portrait," bce said. Il Ny cyts de
flot lîke te rest an it. It îs a fint work cf art,; tht face lias the
rai-est beauty, and tlic pose cf tht figure is full cf grace ; but
face and figure are those cf a being 'ithout a soul. It is net
sensua-it wauld bce a relief if it 'vert, for then if werc ai least
buman ; but ihose rnetallir and cruel cyts are almesi deatoninc
in their expression."

Ht duew apart tht coitain as lie spok-e.
IMi-. Marley," I said, -. the picture dots nut strike ail alike.

To me ît stems that had the pîcture lit, thase cyts, se incon-
sistent uivh tht test cf tht features, would soften under tht
influence cf lave. hI is a 'veman with seul, but whostheart
bas neyer been muchtd. Ta tnt hissemîs tanlbetht perfection
cf womanly btauty. 1 have net bad much i vew cf 'vomen.
but noîbîng hîke that bas cver met MY view. Pcssibly I am
wiong ; but 1 bave been se used ficm ny earliest yeais ta
admire thai pictore ; it bas grown se inty conception cf a
%vaman, that cauld 1 find a 'vornan just like it, il sbe would
have mnt, I wauld mari-y ber ait an hour's notice. Ta lbe ber
ttusband a year I would yeld half tht )cars of mny life

MY host loaked at me keealy.
Il It miglit nr ., impossible ta find tht original cf that

picture hna hIe. To ebtain ber ât -> cosi of hali a lite woold bce
te pay a high pruce, for sucli a woman bas ne soul, and ano
iweoing weuld ever waaken in ber the passion cf love."

Ht closed tht curtains over tht pictore, and then began to
paint eut ta me some vMry ad and rare volumes, ont af therna
coi-ou: uni-k in Arabie characters, wbicb lie tald! me was a
ireatise on astrology.

Mr- Marley and 1 sona became intimat. Ht treated nme
fi-cm the very bcginning with a couu-ttsy ubat 'vent mte kind-
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ness, and was more likce -n eider brother titan a stranlger. He
carne frequently inte the library when 1 %vas there and not
only tank an interest in niy course cf reading, but, as lie said,
«"hy iay of passing tine,>' offered to instratcinie in French ind
German. Il The latter of these," hle said, 'vith a sarcastic
smile, "'my butter tells me 1 speak, like a native." His in-
struction was oral ; and hie would flot suifer me ta touch eitbo-r
French or German books until 1 ivas able ta talk with sane
fluency in bath langtiages. 1 was an apt and %villing pupsl,
though 1 tvondered net a littie as ta bis motive, if he hart any
besides amusement, for taking se much trouble. He added
instruction in Latin, %which lie said %vas an admirable bell i i
acquiring the Spanish and Italian. 1 feund these last n
trouble. The pronuinciation tvas readily acquired, and aiter
that miy verbal meiry carried me on. The German was the
mosu drfhicult, more than French, and 1 have net masttred it
yet.

.Nor did miv self-created ittr stop %vith tuitien in tangua-
ges. Acccmplishcd in science, lie led nue in that direction;
and ne hited instructor could have taken hall the pains that
hie did, and noue cauld have evinced more deligbt at mny pro-
gress. Ile 'vas a profotind chemnist and fend of aualysis ; he
had a laboratory fi:tei up in ont of tht wings cf', mansion,
and a complete set of electrical and galvanic batteries of the
mnst approved construction. 1It %vas sat by tht servatnts that
the light in that irn h urned at ail houts cf tht night. 0f the
nature and abject cf his researches lie samd nothing ai firsi,
But as 1 advanced in kncwledge lie let me kncw that hie %vas
enRaged in perfecting what tht alchemists cf aid attempted,
not ta transmute the baser ie tht more preciaus tretals, but
te resolve the latter juta their real elements and [rom the ,,er-
fect analysis te build up a synthesis. Ht held net only gold
te be compound, but ail tht so-called elenients ; and believed
it 'vas the cembinatien cf twe elementary forims cf niatter, in
varying proport ions, train wbich ailt tinizs sprang. As le ti.
plained it tanme, alchemy 'vas net a tvîld notion, but something
which, thi-ougli tht aid cf chemistry and electricity, wnutld
assume tht digntitv cf a science.

There 'vas semnething very attractive in these speculatiens,
and 1 folla'ved Marley in his.experiments 'virl grtat carnest-
ness. But doring ailthis time-and twe years seanui-oUed by
-tht fascination aof tht picture in tht library neyer ceased.
WVhenever I hadt tht opportunity 1 %vould draw aside, tht cur-
tain and drink ini the beauty of that 'vonderful face and figure.
Both 'vere perfect in aundine, and tht tints inimitable. 1 used
te ta]], te it ai times. It almost seezned ta be alive ; and the
eyes, 'vith their steely gaze, followed nie as 1 passed fi-cm on.
part of tht apartment te tht other. At tintes 1 felt Marîev tn
be hall riglit. Tht eyes had ne warnith inithenit. They lacked
seul. They grew more icy than steely at las:, and at times 1
shuddered as 1 admired.

1 seeon naticed one singular peculiariîy in Marley. Htetvas
crdinarily calrn and seîf-possessed, remarkably se ; but let a
horse be heard galloping towam-d the bouse and lie ivould
tremble, turn palc, and listen with a mixture cf apprehensien
and effort at courage, for which I ceuld flot accont. Vhcn
the sound died eut hie wold gradually recever, draw a long
sigli cf relief, 'vipe tht perspiration train bis forehead and t-
sunte bis work, or tht conversation that the sond had inter-
rupied. Hîs air to'vard me was kind, and almest aifectionate.
but .t times hie tould gaze upan me with an expression of
hait contempit, almost a sneer. fi would came like a flash river
bis face, Mn then as sddenly disappear.

The neiglibours, ta wham Marley and bis marvellos e.
sources of îneney were mysteries, gossipped about tht man
and their ill-natured rematks sometimes camne te bis cars ; hut
hie paid ne attention ta it, and they sean ceased te trouble
theniselves about him. I was bis only frienci, and I sbared
ivith humi tht pepular misîrust and dislike. Se things drifmed
on tuat1I 'as twenty-thmee years aId..

<To be continue.,L)

THE VALII OR A ICTURl&,

The attentien of tht public is now and then calleil to
the state cf Art in Canada Thii l dont ini then'omit
practical maunnr by exhibitiens of the work of aur Cania-
diari artins. Only a very smali part cf the people, how-
ever, have been brought face ta faoe with Canadian art
ThIis state cf affaira is vcry mmich ta be regretted. The
newapapors have given generane aid, but there has been
little or ne instructive criticiam. Saine individuala, ao!
course, are very forw'ard in saying ýàat the work cf our
Cauiadian painter.s i8 net of auch a qua.lity and quantity s
ta awaken general cnt.husiasm. Others cotuplain cf thpm
neglcct cf figure-painting. This, howcver, is hai-dly a just
coniplaint, for landacape painting seenis the proper develop
ment cf art in a yaung country like Canada, with its
rueuntains and prairie, its rivera and l&ltesan sd its oceana
Yet the -4 a n doubt thut figure-painting ùa more intellig-
ible te the laity ; fer lamdscape painting ian ntivihat .ngor
ia iLt- orpressian cf emetien. Our artiste, on the aliter
hand, complain of the publie indifferexice ta art, of the lad~
cf encouragement given them ni their worlr. This public
indifférence is duo ta aur ignorance of t-ho ntture and valut
cf Fine Art. But ta what extent this ignorance la cul«
pablo iin aur country, over one must decide for himnatîf.
Whatevcr aur opinion ntsy be, timo must b. liberafly
alloed fer bath the laity and the prafosuion ta improire.

Evory year, however, must brlng with itr a uarger nua-
ber cf persans% interesteci in Art. Many a one muat have
sakled hinisoîf, Wbat ia thetu~-lue cf a painting ta me any-.
way 1 This la a question warth inswerlng, heove:
briefly. No one can sot hiniaci honestly te axmwer it
without betterlng hliusL. But firet we must undersiard
wh&t la ta be the chwracter cf the painting. If it la ta bc
a landacapo painting, it must flot be a me copy of certain -
objecta of nature> howaer minut.dy asrtuifutiy ikmai.
be donc. It mnuit express Il man'a delight i the 'm'aik -01
Gad." It must record the rlch oxperleoe ot one. wbe hs
thrilled with -the boauty cf sarne unounitain, laite oriai-e
icone in wide nature. Or, if aur putitng is &te be.P=nL Ji-
terical. eue, k muint net simply represexit the. Pbyi
festurti. and dresa cf sorte mani living lin oe eeuutzy Wn


