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in which it was held was crowded. At this meeting
Sir W. W. Hunter, K.C.S.I., LL.D., etc., presided.
lle stated that Islam was progressing in India at
about the same rate as the population, but Christianity

as advancing much faster. In the last ten years the
Population had increased 10.5 per cent. ; Christianity
had increased at the rate of 64 per cent. Several
'inssionaries who had had ample means of observa-tioni, spoke of the depressing and demoraling effects
Of Mohammedanism, and Dr. Schreiber, from the
Dutch East Indies, said that in Java and Sumatra
they were coming over to Christianity in thousands,

a Church of England missionary described a
4lovement among Indian Mohammedans, whose
adherents denied the inspiration of the Koran and
Condemned polygamy, concubinage and slavery.
Canon Taylor's defence of Islam bas been abundantly
rtfuted.

SPIRITUAL DESPOTISM IN RUSSIA.

E time ago reference was made in these columns
tp the condition of the Lutheran Church in the Baltic
Provinces of Russia. The many disabilities they

re under and the intolerable oppression to which the
th inbers of that communion were subjected, moved

to address remonstrances to the authorities,
ng that they might be granted some degree of

toera 0tion and the mitigation of the severe laws
rected against them. During the reign of the lasttzar their condition was much more favourable than

te Present autocrat is willing to allow. All remon-tance has, however, been in vain. The harsh and
OpPressive laws devised to favour the national Greek
Ceurch, instead of being relaxed, are applied withof ater severity than ever. It seems to be the design
of the Russian authorities to convert all dissenters

oin the Greek Church, not by reason or Scripture,bt y the strong armn of the law. That such methods
eeresult disastrously is only too obvious. How-

f th despotic a ruler may be, he cannot become lord
hate Consciences of his people, and this is precisely
' 'Alexander III. is striving to become.
'th- Interi.r publishes a letter from a person in

thonia, to a relative resident in Chicago, which,tholgl fragmentary, gives a very vivid idea of the
t'Pritual despotism under which the Lutherans in
tie Baltic Provinces are placed. If a Lutheran de-tires to join the Greek Church, he bas every encour-

a ent to do so. The methods of persuasion are
terous and varied. Inducements of temporal bene-

6care held out, and if these are not sufficient, annoy-
Ones are frequent, and the hesitating convert is also

on by threats which cannot by any means
ded as empty. In these circumstances it is

ixnarvellous that some who would prefer it other-
Chu find their way into the fold of the national
Church. Should a member of the orthodox Greek

rch desire to join the Lutheran or any other com-
chauon, almost insuperable obstacles impede the
e*io0 ge. We are so accustomed to the freedom

din all Anglo-Saxon communities ofadopting the
is di connection which conscience counsels, that itf ifcult for us to realise the disabilities dissenters

the Greek Church in Russia have to endure.
Person desirous of leaving that Church to join

an .er Must apply to the authorities, ecclAiastical
Civil, for permission to make the change. Thatsion is usually withheld, and should the indi-

giual persist in spite of refusal to follow out his reli-
Co nvictions, he must be prepared to suffer thefortniquences which in due time he will find are quite

Ytbletter referred to gives several instances of the
lodships endured by those who wish earnestly to fol-
Was thir religious convictions. A Lutheran pastor
Czar. accused falsely of speaking disparagingly, of the
atnna Tat was enough. Thene was no trial, no ex-

askedion of witnesses. The accused pastor was
tuit fr no explanation, nor was he given any oppor -

0ef wafnding himself. Th le decree of banish-
î,totwas pronounced against himi, and he had to go
hisdu5  forthwith. A faithful pastor feels it to be

Gre to warn his flock against the errons of the
Cginthurch, and to put his people on their guard

thej te insiduous mnethods employed to detach,

aationr intleir own. That fomms a gnounid of accu-
ths agis hin, adhe isat once at the mercy of
ta beo cWield the secul.r power. Another instance~ tCted to show the strength of the persecuting
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spirit with which Lutherans in western Russia have
to contend :

A pastor in Liveland was deposed because he advised two
girls, members of the Greek Church by compulsion (their
father had them christened in that Church), but who openly
confessed to the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and who
petitioned said pastor to receive them into his congregation,
to petition the Czar. They did so with a heroism seldom
found, proclaimed their faith, of which even the Emperor
could not rob them. The consequence was the pastor's
prosecution and sentence and exile from his congregation.
le was sent into the interior of Russia, and as an act of

pardon, he was permitted after the lapse of two years to goto the German colonies of Russia, far away from his home,
and preach there.

These are but examples of what is going on all the
time under Muscovite rule. Is it strange that discon-
tent should largely prevail ? The object of this harsh
procedure is apparent. It is simply an effort to bring
about the entire suppression of the Lutheran Church
in Russian territory. The deluded Czar imagines he
can become absolute ruler over the temporal and
spiritual destinies of his unhappy people. It is cer-
tain that in this he cannot succeed. God alone is
Lord of the conscience, and His prerogative He will
not give to another. In seeking to assume domina-
tion over the souls and consciences of men, failure is
inevitable. All the dungeons in Russia, all the ter-
rors of Siberia cannot make the people think as the
Czar dictates. The rudiments of civil and religious
liberty have yet to be learned in the Russian Empire.

1Bookts anb (IDaga3tnes.
LITTELL'S LIVING AGE; (Boston : Littell & Co.)

-Littell's Living Age keeps its lead as the best
eclectic published on the continent.

THE HoMILETIc REVIEW. (New York: Funk &
Wagnalls; Toronto : William Briggs.)-The question
of " Apologetics in the Pulpit : Are they more Hurt-
ful than Useful in the Present Time ?"' is ably and
thoughtfully discussed by Henry J. Van Dyke,
D.D. The other five papers in the Review depart-
ment are on timely subjects and are written by mas-
ters in Israel. The Sermonic Section is this month
both rich and full. The other sections are in no way
behind either in interest or helpfulness.

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND PEOPLE, (New
York: E. B. Treat.)-The man and the institution
selected for treatment in the July number of the
Zreasury are Rufus C. Burleson, D.D., LL.D., and
the Baylor University, Waco, Texas, of which the
learned Doctor is president. He contributes to the
number a good sermon on " Family Government,"
and Dr. Gregg, of Boston, has also an excellent dis-
course on "Faith's Symbols." The varied contents
of the number are instructive, suggestive and helpful
in their character.

SCRIBNER'S MAGAZINE. (New York : Charles
Scribner's Sons.)--The July number of this most
excellent magazine begins a new volume. The at-
tractions are numerous. The interesting series of
papers on railroads is continued, and is copiously and
finely illustrated. Other admirably illustrated de-
scriptive papers are "Life and Travel in Modern
Greece," by Thomas D. Seymour, and " An Astrono-
mer's Summer Trip," by Charles A. Young. Henry
James' " A London Life" advances in interest and
power, and the same may be said of " First Harvests "
by T. J. Stimson. George Parsons Lathrop con-
tributes "Gettysburg, a Battle Ode." There are
short stories and poems, and Robert Louis Steven.
son's characteristic contribution.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. (New York: Harper &
Brothers.)-Harper has been fortunate in securing a
short story "Maiwa's Revengel" from the pen of
Rider Haggard. In descriptive papers, all of them
plentifully and finely illustrated, the present number
is rich, comprising the first of a series "A Midsum-
mer Trip to the West In dies "; " The Great Ameri-
can Desert "; " Studies of the Great West," in which
Columubus, Indianopolis and Springfield are sketched
by C. Dudley Warner. Peter Henderson, no mean
authority, writes on " Street Trees of Washington."
There is a quaint paper on " The Grand Tour-Three
Thousand Years Ago." The serial novels by William
Black and William Dean Howells, are continued,
losing none of their attractiveness. There are several
short stories and poems of decided merit, and the
usual departments are up to their best.
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THE MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.

The:anticipated Conference to celebrate the Centen-
ary of Modern Missionary Enterprize opened under
most favovrable auspices.

The appearance of Exeter Hall on Saturday even-
ing, when the Earl of Aberdeen gave a reception to
the delegates, was of a character to raise the highest
expectations as to the success of the International
Missionary Conference in celebration of the centen-
ary of Protestant Missions. The large hall, which
was carpeted and decorated with flowers, was entire-
ly filled, and a spirit of enthusiasm in the under-
taking seemed to pervade all present. The United
States have sent over 140 delegates, representing
fifty-one societies ; Canada, twenty-seven, represent-
ing six societies ; the Continent of Europe, twenty-
two, representing thirteen societies ; while the vari-
ous missionary 'societies in Great Britain, to the
number of fifty-two, will be represented by I,o6o
delegates, including many of the missionaries from
all parts of the world sustained by those associations.

Among those personally presented to Lord Aber-
deen were the representatives of various societies,
missionaries from foreign fields and distinguished
men who are prominent in the advocacy of Foreign
Missions. Professor McLaren was among the num-
ber. After devotional exercises, Lord Aberdeen, in
concise and appropriate terms, offered, on behalf of the
committee, a cordial welcome to the delegates gener-
ally. The attendance had far exceeded expectations,
and it was not too much to look forward to this
gathering forming an epoch in mission work. His
lordship expressed the regret of Lady Aberdeen at
being unable to be present, but they hoped to have
the pleasure of receiving all the delegates, before the
close of the conference, at their own residence near
London. Several brief addresses followed. Dr.
Underhill, chairman of the Executive Committee,
sketched the history of missionary conferences from
that held by Dr. Duff in New York in 1854. Rev.
F. E. Wigram, of the Church Missionary Society,
testified to the value of the work done by other so-
cieties and nationalities in the various mission fields.
He had been round the world, and was able to speak
from experience. Rev. Dr. Thompson, of Boston, as
representative of the American Board of Foreign
Missions, expressed his gratification at meeting so
many who were engaged in the same great object,
and especially referred to the work of the Women's
Boards, of which there are thirty-five in the United
States, with thousands of auxiliaries. Dr. Schreiber,
on behalf of the German missionary societies, and
Pasteur Dumas of Paris, reciprocated expressions of
brotherly feeling-the latter mentioned that a mission
house had been erected in Paris at a cost of $45,ooo,
and is free of debt. Rev. J. Hudson Taylor offered
prayer, and the meeting was closed by Rev. Nevile
Sherbrooke pronouncing the benediction.

CHINA MUST BE DEALT WITH.
When the Conference settled down to regular sys-

tematic work the first subject taken up was " Christ-
ianizing China." Sir J.· Kennoway, chairman, Dr.
Judson Smith and others spoke.

The Rev. W. S. Swanson, of the English Presby-
terian Mission, Amoy, said there was nothing more
remarkable than the way in which this Chinese ques-
tion had of late years forced itself on public attention.
Of all the countries passed in a voyage from the Red
Sea to China, no country was stirring contemporary
history so much as China. They had got to deal with
the ubiquitous Chinaman. China existed as a united
empire more than 2,ooo years ago, and still staids to-
day, the only surviving nation of antiquity. Now
China is heathen, and heathenism is a living factor.
He was in China to Christianize it, and he would tell
them that, if they did not Christianize China she
might heathenize the rest of the wonrld ; for th China-
man, docile under control, was truculent when he got
power. Yet, after ail, big as this question of questions
wvas, they were only trifiing with it. Ht declared that
to be a Chinese missionary, was to wear tht blue rib-
bon of tht order. Tht>, should seek to plant native
churches there. Already tht Presbyterians had 1o6
native churches there, and several native pastors.
Tht>, had proved there that tht Churchi could be self-
supporting and self-propagating. Ht did flot wish
to do anything for tht Chinese which thtey could do
for themselves. Knowing tht difliculties and dangers
of tht situation, ht neyer felt mort hopeful about it
than at this moment.

let- M- l-,

441


